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Abstract  The early development of Bandung was 

influenced by colonialism. The city’s center was 

established when the Dutch colonial government built the 

Great Post Road, a distribution and defense route on the 

island of Java. Due to its linear pattern, this road became a 

strategic location for the construction of colonial 

government offices and private businesses. The strong 

colonial economy led to the creation of buildings with 

distinctive Art Nouveau, Art Deco, Indisch, and Indo-

European styles around the city. After Indonesia’s 

independence, the completeness of the central city corridor 

infrastructure was important when Bandung was chosen to 

host the Asian-African Non-Aligned Movement 

Conference, based on the spirit of nations that had just been 

freed from colonialism. The objective of this study is to 

explain how historical corridors maintain their distinctive 

characteristics and what factors influence their continuity, 

despite ongoing urban development and the demands of 

commercialization of tourism. This study uses the urban 

frontages approach to explain the relationship between 

building facades and corridors as public spaces. It provides 

an overview of corridors that remain continuous and 

represent a synergy between physical characteristics and 

community activities within them. This study uses 

qualitative methods with case studies to obtain in-depth 

research results on historical phenomena and current 

changes. The study found that the continuity of historic 

corridors is influenced by architecture and public spaces, 

through the maintenance of spatial and visual structures. 

Spatial continuity can be achieved by maintaining the 

area’s morphological structure, consistency in land use, 

and the rhythm and mass of buildings. Visual continuity, 

meanwhile, is evident in uniform façade appearance, 

continuous lines of sight, and vegetation patterns in the 

corridor. The study also reveals that corridors initially 

intended for public and formal spaces have developed into 

public spaces due to their new function as tourist areas. 

Keywords  Bandung, Colonial Architecture, Historic 

Corridor, Continuity, Frontage 

 

1. Introduction 

Bandung is the capital of West Java Province and is the 

third-largest city in Indonesia in terms of population and 

economic growth. Founded in 1810 during the Dutch 

colonial era, the city developed from its center, located on 

the south side of the Great Post Road [1], [2], [3]. This 

1000-kilometer route, across Java Island from west to east, 

was constructed by Governor H.W. Daendels between 
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1809 and 1811. The route was intended to strengthen the 

Dutch defenses against British attacks, facilitate the 

distribution of goods, and serve as a postal line. The 

strategic location of this road prompted Governor Daendels 

to order that the capitals of the regencies along the route 

were relocated to the side of the road, including the capital 

of Bandung Regency, which eventually developed into the 

city of Bandung. During Bandung's era as a modern 

colonial city (1920s to 1930s), the city center developed 

into a colonial business and economic hub. The center of 

Bandung was a strategic area for colonial buildings and 

also served as a tourist destination, famous throughout the 

Dutch East Indies (i.e., Indonesia) for its natural beauty and 

shopping center for European luxury goods. Colonial rule 

had an impact on the social and cultural life of the 

community, architecture, and urban planning [4]. The 

construction of European-style buildings in Bandung was 

closely linked to the economic stability of the colonial 

government in the 1920s to 1940s, which attracted several 

Dutch architects to develop buildings in Bandung, 

including in the city center. The development of these 

facilities and buildings has given the city its own unique 

identity. 

Bandung represents more than just colonial heritage. It 

illustrates the challenges postcolonial cities face in 

balancing historical continuity with contemporary 

development pressures. In the context of comparative 

urbanism, Bandung offers insights into how medium-sized 

cities in developing countries navigate globalization, 

tourism, and heritage preservation. Bandung's significance 

emerges as a case where the colonial-era urban fabric 

serves as both a cultural asset and a contested resource for 

sustainable development. This position enables Bandung to 

contribute to the broader discourse on heritage cities, 

offering relevant insights for other cities facing similar 

challenges in negotiating their colonial past and 

contemporary urban future. 

Along with the trends of urbanization and globalization, 

city centers as a form of urban landscape [5], whose 

development is influenced by accessibility and 

transportation routes [6], have undergone degradation and 

change over time. New spatial elements with homogeneous 

physical characteristics fill the urban landscape, 

fragmenting traditional landscapes, damaging continuity, 

and disrupting environmental resources [7]. Population 

growth has brought new cultures that have blurred and even 

erased the image and identity of existing landscapes [8]. 

Globalization has produced multicultural cities and 

heterogeneous societies, with rapid rates of change erasing 

the unique meaning of places [9], leading to the emergence 

of a global city identity detached from the city's own 

history [10]. 

The speed of urban area transformation is influenced by 

time, altering spatial configurations and function of 

contemporary urban areas [11]. However, the lack of 

attention to the continuity of public spaces often results in 

land block restructuring, changes in morphological 

structures, and affects the community's quality of life. As a 

result, these transformations lead to the loss of the 

historical value that characterizes an urban landscape [12]. 

Perceptions of an urban landscape are closely tied to 

historical aspects, which can serve as a framework for 

understanding continuity [13]. The spatial and visual 

continuity that defines the identity of the area is threatened 

by urbanization and development that do not align with its 

original character. New buildings often disregard the scale, 

proportions, and materials of the urban frontage, leading to 

visual disruptions that damage the coherence of the 

corridor's historical image. Public spaces that were 

originally designed as integral parts of the facade and social 

interaction, such as wide sidewalks, canopies, and the 

rhythm of window openings, are facing functional 

degradation due to excessive commercialization, illegal 

parking, and uncoordinated design interventions. As a 

result, the relationship between public spaces and building 

facades, which should create a unified historical spatial 

narrative, has become fragmented and lost its significance. 

This issue needs a thorough analysis of how to maintain 

spatial and visual continuity while accommodating the 

dynamics of a modern city. 

Despite its importance, there is limited research that 

examines the historical evolution of urban corridors and the 

morphological transformation of public spaces within 

historic urban landscapes, particularly in postcolonial cities 

in Indonesia. Existing studies tend to focus on physical 

forms of corridors, while others focus on the social 

interaction aspects, with little attention given to how the 

relationship between public spaces and building facades 

contributes to the sustainability and continuity of these 

corridors as active urban systems. 

This study addresses this gap by investigating how 

spatial and visual continuity can be maintained through the 

relationship between public space and urban frontage, 

using the Asia-Afrika Corridor in Bandung as a case study 

(see Figure 1). The objective is to identify the key factors 

influencing this relationship and to develop a deeper 

understanding of how it supports the preservation of 

historic corridors. Positioned within debates on colonial 

legacies, adaptive reuse, and sustainable tourism, the study 

underscores how historic corridors can retain their 

distinctive character while accommodating contemporary 

urban needs. Its findings offer empirical evidence and 

conceptual insights that inform strategies for conserving 

historic areas in rapidly transforming cities and provide 

lessons for heritage preservation efforts in other 

postcolonial contexts. By focusing on the interface between 

public spaces and building edges, this study highlights the 

crucial role of facade–space interconnection in reconciling 

heritage conservation with ongoing urban development. 
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place at the former Societeit Concordia performance hall, 

which was renamed the Merdeka Building and is located 

on the northern side of the street. The delegates stayed at 

the Grand Preanger Hotel and the Savoy Homann Hotel, 

which were not far from the conference site (see Figure 5). 

Since then, the surrounding area has been known as Jalan 

Asia-Afrika. The art deco, art nouveau, and Indisch-style 

colonial buildings, symbols of both colonialism and the 

historic conference, remain to this day as hallmarks of the 

Asia-Afrika Corridor in Bandung City. 

The dynamics of economic activity and community 

activities in the center of Bandung have continued since the 

conference. Jalan Asia-Afrika has undergone significant 

physical development and changes in development 

regulations issued by the city government. In the 1990s, 

Jalan Asia-Afrika transformed into a vibrant commercial 

street and business hub, featuring numerous multi-story 

buildings along its stretch. The long history of this corridor 

is inextricably linked to government policies that have 

consistently promoted business and commercial activities. 

While many historic buildings on Jalan Asia-Afrika have 

been replaced by modern high-rises, its status as a cultural 

heritage area has helped preserve some of its historical 

charm. 

Based on physical developments and visual 

characteristics, the Bandung City Government has divided 

this corridor into two cultural heritage areas, including the 

Old City Center and Chinatown. This study focuses on 

Segment 2, a corridor located in the Old City Center that 

crosses the northern part of Alun-alun, the local name for 

the city square, and serves as a landmark of the city center 

(see Figure 6). This corridor was chosen because of the 

many historical architectural relics found in this segment, 

which have become iconic buildings in the Asia-Afrika 

corridor. 

Figure 5.  Landmarks of the Asian-African Conference buildings in the past (top) and present (bottom) 

Figure 6.  Asia Afrika Corridor with Segments 2 and sequences of street scenes (Source: Author) 
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4.2. Colonial Urban Morphological Structure in 

Bandung 

One of the characteristics that shapes urban space is 

morphology, which is the formation of urban areas 

influenced by history, landscape, and culture. The activities 

of the people who inhabit an urban area play a role in 

shaping the structure of roads, land, and buildings within it 

[30]. 

Bandung is a highland surrounded by mountains, so the 

landscape in this area is also known as the Bandung basin. 

The basin was formed by geological events hundreds of 

thousands of years ago, beginning with the eruption of an 

ancient volcano, giving the Bandung highlands their 

distinctive geomorphology [31]. As a highland region, 

Bandung and its surrounding mountains have fertile soil. 

During the colonial period, the mountains around 

Bandung were extensively developed as plantations for 

coffee, tea, and cinchona. Private European planters, 

known as the Preanger Planters, dominated the economy 

with plantation products that were in high demand in 

European markets. 

One of the main reasons for constructing the Great Post 

Road was to facilitate the transportation of plantation 

products to ports in Batavia, the capital of the Dutch East 

Indies. By the end of the week, downtown Bandung 

became a popular destination where Preanger Planters 

could relax, socialize, and purchase necessities. This was 

one of the factors driving the development of Bandung's 

city center as an economic hub to meet the Preanger 

Planters' needs. Various buildings, such as banks, 

department stores, performance venues, entertainment and 

socialization venues, as well as hotels, were available 

around the center of Bandung. The Preanger planters were 

also generous people, many of whom joined social 

organizations for the advancement of the city of Bandung. 

They also played a role in the physical development of the 

city of Bandung and made the city center a tourist 

destination. 

The development of the city of Bandung in the beginning 

was based on the construction of the Great Post Road, a 

linear road, followed by the construction of the government 

center south of this road. The city center was initially built 

based on the concept of a traditional Javanese city, where 

an open field called Alun-alun (city square) was 

surrounded by government buildings in the south, religious 

centers in the west, and markets in the southwest. As 

colonial power in Bandung grew, the colonial government 

headquarters were built north of the Great Post Road. The 

Alun-alun was the central orientation point for both the 

traditional and colonial elements of the city center, 

embodying the concept of the new Dutch East Indies city 

[32]. 

During the modern colonial period, the central road 

corridor to the east was an area of functional buildings that 

symbolized the advancement of colonial power. The linear 

pattern of the roads remained until the construction of a 

railway north of the main road. The expansion to the north 

was followed by the relocation of the mayor's office, and 

continued with plans to expand the northern part of 

Bandung as a new administrative center and residential 

area. Roads with a north-south axis began to be built, with 

the pos road as the starting point, crossing the railroad 

tracks, towards the colonial city development area in the 

north. Until the 1930s, the development of building blocks 

and roads by the colonials was dominated by the 

development of new residential and government office 

blocks arranged in the north and northeast (see Figure 7). 

As the city center was designated as the colonial business 

and economic hub, the construction of office and 

commercial buildings followed the linear pattern of the 

main route along the Great Post Road. 

The morphological structure of Bandung’s city center 

has not undergone many changes. From the colonial era to 

the present day, the concentric pattern with linear 

development along the roads has remained unchanged. 

This has influenced the visual character of the city’s 

physical morphology [33]. 

4.3. Public Activities in Bandung City Center 

At the beginning of Bandung's establishment, the 

traditional center of government was located around Alun-

alun, with indigenous settlements located one block behind 

it. In addition to being involved in building the new capital, 

residents also worked as porters, transporting plantation 

produce to the Great Post Road north of the Alun-alun. The 

development of Bandung's modern colonial city center 

changed the pattern of activity, with the Alun-alun 

becoming a public space and a place for socialization, 

while the Post Road became the main route for people 

moving from the villages surrounding the city center. On 

certain holidays and celebrations, residents gathered at 

Alun-alun and the main road to watch parades or festivals. 

The modern colonial city center developed as a center of 

community activity as well as a center of colonial economy 

and business. 

Along with the development of Bandung city center as a 

center of services and trade today, the dynamics of the city 

center area have developed with the inclusion of tourism 

elements. The historical value and distinctive architecture 

of the Bandung city center area have expanded the position 

of public spaces, which are no longer centered only in the 

city square, but have developed into road corridor areas 

where historic colonial buildings have become tourist 

attractions. The sidewalks in front of several landmark 

buildings have been expanded into plazas. The addition of 

site furniture and creative community attractions has 

encouraged community interaction in the public spaces of 

the historic corridor. 
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Figure 7.  The development of the morphology of Bandung during the colonial period 

Figure 8 shows the distribution of population activities 

in the city center of Bandung, where there are three 

locations identified as activities taking place in public 

spaces. The types of activities, both during the colonial 

period and in the contemporary era, show that some 

activities have changed while others have remained 

continuous. Activities at the city square (a) exhibit a pattern 

of group activities, including trading activities, which were 

traditional markets during the colonial period and are now 

informal vendors. Similarly, the types of goods sold were 

more diverse during the colonial period, while today they 

primarily consist of food and children's toys. Both in the 

past and present, the city square serves as a public space for 

the people of Bandung. Activities along the historic Asia-

Africa corridor (b) show continuous activity along the main 

road, which serves as the central thoroughfare of the city, 
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although traffic intensity is significantly higher today than 

in the past. Similarly, along the historic Braga Street 

corridor (c), continuous activity is evident in both the past 

and present, with the addition of tourist-related activities. 

The development of corridors into public spaces is 

closely related to changes in urban spaces that are 

influenced by aesthetics and the dynamic interactions of 

urban communities with spaces that give rise to emotional 

feelings toward a place. Other factors that influence the 

formation of a place as a public space are the surrounding 

architectural elements, including history, typology, and 

contextual aspects [34]. Hence, to observe the 

transformation of a corridor into a public space, it is also 

necessary to study the architectural development of the 

corridor. 

Figure 8.  The development of public activities in the city center of Bandung 
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4.4. The Transformation of the Historic Corridor 

The Asia-Afrika Corridor in Bandung is a historic area 

in the city center that bears the distinctive morphological 

traces of a colonial city. Spatially, this corridor exhibits a 

linear configuration consistent with the colonial street 

patterns, marked by the interconnection between street 

structures, public spaces, and buildings along the edges, 

which collectively form a unified visual and spatial 

character. The corridor's transformation demonstrates the 

coexistence of continuity and change, both in its physical 

and functional dimensions. This linear configuration, 

inherited from the colonial street system, continues to 

provide a spatial framework that organizes the surrounding 

blocks and public spaces, even though the functions of 

buildings and urban activities have diversified over time. 

These findings confirm that in urban morphology, the street 

network is the most permanent element of urban form and 

a key determinant of spatial continuity. Maintaining this 

spatial framework is crucial for heritage conservation, as it 

ensures that the historical identity of the corridor remains 

legible despite functional transformations. Furthermore, a 

stable street and public space system supports urban 

resilience by allowing the area to adapt to new economic 

and tourism demands while retaining its overall character. 

The correlation between morphology and visual 

characteristics is evident in the map of area development 

and spatial characteristics (see Figure 9). The figure 

illustrates the relationship between morphological 

structures in three periods and the frontage characteristics 

of the corridor space, which is divided into sections F1, F2, 

F3, and F4. During the colonial era, the corridor's 

configuration consisted of four frontage sections. However, 

during the subsequent second and third periods, the number 

of frontage sections increased to five, thereby illustrating 

the dynamic evolution of the historic Asia-Afrika corridor. 

The selection was based on the function of the buildings on 

both sides of the corridor by grouping those buildings into 

three categories: open spaces (R1), public buildings (R2), 

and private buildings (R3). The addition of frontage 

sections from four to five across the three historical periods 

reflects the corridor’s ability to adapt to evolving urban 

demands. Rather than erasing its historic fabric, this 

subdivision demonstrates a process of incremental 

transformation, where new functions are accommodated 

within the existing morphological structure. This 

adaptability is crucial for heritage preservation and urban 

resilience, as it allows the corridor to absorb functional and 

spatial changes while maintaining its historical identity and 

legibility. 

The elements of analysis of the frontage area that 

developed in each period are described in Table 1, which 

shows the physical parts and activities that experienced 

continuity and those that changed. The analysis highlights 

the critical role of the ground floor in shaping the 

relationship between public space and urban frontages. 

Consistent with observations on active edges, the 

permeability and function of the ground floor significantly 

influence pedestrian activity and the intensity of social 

interaction. 

In the Asia–Afrika Corridor, the conversion of some 

ground floors from public to commercial use has 

intensified economic activity but also changed the 

character of the space from a formal civic corridor to a 

more tourist-oriented environment. Sidewalks and 

vegetated areas continue to serve as public spaces, yet 

modifications in their dimensions, paving materials, and 

street furniture have altered their experiential quality. The 

presence of trees provides shade and prolongs dwell time, 

supporting informal activities such as street vending and 

community gatherings. However, inconsistent 

maintenance and the intrusion of commercial signage in 

certain segments disrupt visual coherence and diminish the 

legibility of the historic streetscape. 

These spatial transformations have broader socio-

economic implications. Tourism has generated revenue 

that could support preservation efforts, but it also risks 

commodifying heritage and privileging visitor experience 

over local social practices. If unmanaged, this process may 

lead to gentrification and the displacement of long-standing 

communities. Therefore, tourism should be integrated into 

a comprehensive heritage management strategy that 

balances economic benefits with cultural continuity. 

Overall, the findings demonstrate that the spatial and 

visual continuity of the corridor is shaped by a combination 

of physical morphology, building frontage characteristics, 

and socio-economic dynamics. Political decisions, urban 

policies, and tourism development play a decisive role in 

determining whether continuity is preserved or eroded. 

Understanding these interactions is essential for guiding 

future interventions that respect the corridor’s historic 

identity while accommodating contemporary urban needs. 

The elements that influence spatial continuity and visual 

continuity in the Asia-Afrika historical corridor can be seen 

in Table 2 and Table 3. 
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Figure 9.  The development of the morphological structure and visual character of the Asia-Afrika historic corridor 
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Table 1.  The Changing of Connection of Urban Frontages and Public Spaces in Asia-Afrika Historic Corridor 

Period Frontage 

Variable 

Section F1 (Private – Public Buildings 

connection) 

Section F2 (Private – Square 

connection) 

Section F3 (Public – Public 

Buildings connection) 

1906-1945 Street The main street of the city center, the public 

parade ground. 

The main street of the city center, 

the public parade ground. 

The main street of the city 

center and the public parade 

ground. 

Pedestrian 

Way 

Sidewalks facing public buildings create a 

public space. The sidewalk in front of the 

fenced building serves a formal function. 

Sidewalks connect public spaces 

to the city square. The sidewalks 

in front of private building yards 

serve a formal function. 

The sidewalk in front of the 

fenced building serves a 

formal function. 

Vegetation No vegetation. Shade trees on the sidewalks. No vegetation 

Building 

Facade 

Two-story buildings: Post office and Store in 

F 1-1. Two-story office building and Four-

story Hotel in F 1-2 section. 

Two-story Government building 

with the city square (R1). 

Two-story building with a 

terrace and a fence. 

Two-story convenience store. 

1946-1991 Street The main street and parking area. The main street, the public parade 

ground, the parking area, and the 

transportation hubs 

The main street, the public 

parade ground, the parking 

area. 

Pedestrian 

Way 

The sidewalk function in F 1-1 continues. 

New sidewalk as a public space in front of 

the new store in F 1-3. 

The sidewalk function continues. When public buildings 

change to private (F3 to F1), 

the function of the sidewalk 

returns to formal. 

Vegetation No vegetation Shade trees on the sidewalks. No vegetation 

Building 

Facade 

The public building becomes a Five-story in 

F 1-1. The new section of a five-story 

convenience store with a four-story office 

building in F 1-3. The section F 1-2 

continues. 

The section F 2 continues. The building façade in this 

section remains. 

1992-2025 Street Main street, four lanes, with heavy traffic. Main street, four lanes, heavy 

traffic, and transportation hubs. 

Main street, four lanes, heavy 

traffic, and the public parade 

ground. 

Pedestrian 

Way 

Sidewalks serve as public spaces due to 

tourist activities. 

Sidewalks serve as a public space 

for plazas and tourist activities. 

Sidewalks serve as a public 

space for plazas and tourist 

activities. 

Vegetation No vegetation in F 1-1, shade trees in F 1-3. 

Bushes in the planting tub in F 1 and F 1-2. 

Shade trees on the sidewalks and 

plaza. 

Change to F-1 

Building 

Facade 

The building facade in F 1, F 1-1, and F 1-2 

remains. The convenience store in F 1-3 has 

been demolished change to F 4. 

The new multi-story buildings 

behind the old buildings have a 

contextual facade across the city 

square. 

Change to F-1 

Table 2.  Continuity in Spatial Characters 

Spatial Aspects Elements of Continuity 

Morphological structure Historic building blocks, linear structure of building facades and streets, and connected sidewalks. 

Land use consistency Adaptive colonial buildings house services, commercial enterprises, and tourist facilities. 

Rhythm and mass of buildings The new building is located behind the historic building and the style of the new building is 

contextual with the old building. 

Table 3.  Continuity in Visual Characters 

Visual Aspects Elements of Continuity 

Similar appearance The color, material, ornamentation, or facade of the buildings. 

Continuous line of sight The row of historic buildings 

Street furniture Uniform design with a common theme 

Vegetation planting patterns Selection of vegetation functions, color, and planting concept 
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5. Conclusions 

This study shows that the Asia-Afrika corridor has 

continued as the main road in the city center from the 

colonial period to the present, confirming the resilience of 

its spatial structure. Despite adjustments to road width, 

sidewalks, and building uses, the corridor continues to 

accommodate public events, maintain walkability, and 

preserve a coherent visual character. The key determinants 

of spatial and visual continuity include the morphological 

framework of streets and blocks, the activity and 

permeability of ground-floor frontages, the maintenance of 

facade rhythm, the similar appearance of buildings, the 

street furniture, and the vegetation pattern. These elements 

allow the corridor to absorb new functions and tourism-

driven commercialization without losing its historic 

legibility. The transformation of the corridor into a tourist 

destination presents both opportunities and risks. Tourism 

can support facade restoration and public space activation, 

but also risks commodifying heritage and eroding local 

practices if not managed carefully. Therefore, effective 

governance, community engagement, and design 

guidelines are essential to balance economic development 

with the preservation of urban identity. 

This integrated perspective, combining morphological, 

visual, and functional analysis, offers a novel approach to 

understanding historic corridor resilience. By linking 

spatial form, architectural expression, and ground-floor 

activities, the study highlights how these dimensions work 

together to sustain urban identity over time. Beyond its 

local relevance, this study contributes to the broader 

discourse on urban morphology and human-scale public 

space design by providing an integrated framework for 

understanding how spatial and visual continuity sustain the 

resilience of historic corridors. The methodology and 

insights are applicable to other Southeast Asian cities 

facing similar pressures of commercialization, 

densification, and heritage degradation. Future research 

could expand the analysis to the entire corridor and explore 

participatory planning approaches to ensure inclusive and 

sustainable outcomes. 
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