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Abstract This research explores urban space and the
leisure geography in pre-republican Ankara, the capital city
of Turkey, during the late period of the former Ottoman
Empire. While the epoch between 1919 and 1923
corresponds to the last years of the fallen Ottoman Empire,
it also overlaps with the time interval the city witnessed the
National Independence War as a central stronghold and a
democratic political center. Soon after the victory of the
Independence War, the new Turkish Republic was founded
as a modern state, and Ankara was declared the capital city.
In particular, this research explores 'socio-spatial dialectics'
about leisure activities and urban space. It posits that
leisure activities shape urban spaces and are influenced by
their contextual environment, including economic, cultural,
historical, and social factors. The study examines the
historical significance of recreational spaces, which were
often absent or underdeveloped in Ankara due to economic
decline and urban destruction, particularly after the 1917
fire. It highlights the lack of designated recreational spaces
in pre-republican Ankara, where social gatherings occurred
primarily in open public spaces and informal settings. The
emergence of specific leisure venues, such as coffee shops,
theatres, and parks, is traced through historical narratives,
showing how leisure preferences evolved alongside the
city's geography and socio-economic changes. The paper
concludes that the development of recreational spaces in
Ankara was gradual and reflected broader socio-cultural
dynamics, particularly as the city transitioned into a
modern urban center by the start of the 1920s. This research
aimed to inform and help understand the limited landscape

devoted to leisure in Ankara in the pre-republican era,
which was core to understanding the leisure geography in
the capital city of the young Turkish Republic. The analysis
provides insights into the reciprocal relationship between
leisure activities and urban space and highlights the
importance of historical context in shaping recreational
landscapes.

Keywords Ankara, Leisure Geography, Late Ottoman
Period, Recreational Space

1. Introduction

The term socio-spatial dialectic refers to the dual link
between leisure activities that construct and constrain space.
Leisure as a social activity has a reciprocal relationship
with urban space rather than a unilateral one. In addition to
creating its venues in the city, leisure activity also finds an
opportunity to grow depending on the characteristics of
urban space. Leisure spaces are more than just cafes, parks,
theaters, or movie theaters. A context of leisure space exists.
Recreational space is not separate from economic, cultural,
historical, social, and physical circumstances. Throughout
history, leisure activities have been dialectically formed
and reproduced. Thus, underneath the structure of a bar,
movie theater, or other leisure area, there is a history, a
process, and a narrative shaped by the shifts and linkages
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in social life. Recreational areas and spaces devoted to
leisure activities may typically choose cities' most
prestigious areas. Leisure shifts its position in tandem with
the city's prominent geography, which also causes the city's
elite geography to shift. In other words, as leisure prefers
to pick a site in prominent areas, leisure spaces also choose
prestigious locations in the city. Recreational activities and
urban space are interdependent and influenced by one
another due to their dialectic interaction. This research aims
to inform and facilitate understanding the limited literature
on leisure in the pre-republican era during the late Ottoman
period in Ankara' [1]. This was considered fundamental to
comprehending the leisure geography of the capital city of
the nascent Turkish Republic.

Places for recreation and the resultant leisure geography
did not show an emergent visibility in Ottoman towns until
the 19th century, with a few exceptions. During the era,
Istanbul and coastal towns of the Ottoman Empire were
pioneering this development, particularly by the
involvement of their non-Muslim population. The Pera
district of Istanbul offers a compelling example of this
phenomenon. The inhabitants of Pera, predominantly non-
Muslim, established a vibrant and multicultural leisure
landscape. This attracted the attention of the city's
Westernized Muslim population, who also frequented Pera
to satisfy their recreational needs. Concurrently, the
Sehzadebasi-Direklerearas: district in the historical city
emerged and acted as a hub for Turkish-style -Alaturka-
leisure activities. At the same time, Pera became the site for
institutionalizing Western-style leisure practices [2].

In this context, the distribution of leisure spaces and the
gradual spontaneous development of leisure geography in
pre-republican Ankara during the late Ottoman period will
be analyzed on the urban scale. The leisure geography in
Ankara has undergone significant transformations,
reflecting the change in the availability of places for
socialization and prevailing urban development. The
change is primarily fueled by Ankara's economic and
demographic shifts throughout its historical evolution from
the 16 century until the foundation of the Turkish
Republic in 1923.

Also, the significant conflagrations in Ankara gave way
to the city's transformation, which was characterized by a
decline and regression trend during the period. This study
aims to reflect on the aforementioned effects on the socio-
spatial configuration of the city. In this context, the gradual
spontaneous development of leisure geography in Ankara
is discussed by explicitly addressing the establishments
that contributed to the social life of the city during the
timespan. Finally, the present study concentrates on the
efforts to create public parks and urban open spaces in
Ankara during the Ottoman Empire that conditioned the
development of leisure geography in the city.

! This study has been developed based on the Onder, D. (2013). Changing
Geography of Urban Leisure: The Case of Ankara (Unpublished doctoral
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I.  The rise and development of Ankara as the capital
city of Turkey

Ankara has turned a century since the day it was declared
the capital city of Turkey. Meanwhile, the city experienced
a rapid growth in all aspects and became the second largest
city residing almost six million people in Turkey. The city
developed over time not only as a political center, but also
as a significant economic and cultural hub, driven by the
emergence of universities and the establishment of
institutions in industry, finance, and commerce. The
following map of Ankara illustrates the current land-use
pattern and its adjoining urban land in the municipal plans
projected for 2023 (Fig. 1).

The expansion was also accompanied by a dynamic
growth in the leisure geography of the city. The present
study explored the evolution of leisure geography in
Ankara during the pre-republican period. The analysis
herein primarily focuses on a specific historical period
preceding and following the city's emergence as a
significant stronghold and headquarters of the Turkish
National Independence War. Ankara Castle which is the
core of the historic city is just a spot in today's Ankara. The
borders of the historic city and the limited landscape
devoted to leisure activities during the time mentioned in
this study cover a limited surface on the current land-use
map of the city (Fig. 2).

I1.  Evolution of Leisure Geography in Ankara
A. Historical Context and Economy

From the second half of the 19" century until the
foundation of the Turkish Republic in 1923, the city
experienced periods of stability and transformation
influenced by economic, social, and political factors. Also,
the city went under devastating fires, which had profound
effects on the leisure landscape and the spatial
configuration of the city. In the historical context of the 16™
century, it is worth noting that the city of Ankara emerged
as a prominent and significant urban center, particularly
distinguished for its exceptional and traditional breed of
Angora goat and its high-quality mohair fiber. This
luxurious mohair fiber was primarily utilized in the
manufacturing process of high-quality wool fabrics, which
were subsequently exported to a myriad of destinations
across the globe, thereby establishing Ankara as a nexus of
textile production and trade [5]. Given its strategic
geographical positioning at the intersection of several
historically significant trade routes, Ankara adeptly
leveraged this advantageous location to cultivate an
economy that was intricately linked to the production and
trade of mohair. As a result of these factors, the city of
Ankara in the 16" and 17" centuries eventually evolved
into one of the most pivotal production and commercial
centers within the broader region of Anatolia, contributing
immensely to its economic landscape (Fig. 3). However, it

dissertation), METU
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is crucial to highlight that following the mid-19" century,
specifically after the 1850%, the city experienced a notable
decline in its mohair production industry, primarily
attributable to the global transformation in trade routes and
the concurrent advancements occurring within the British
cotton and wool manufacturing sectors. Specifically, the
ratification of the Baltaliman: Free Trade Treaty in 1839
between the United Kingdom and the Ottoman Empire
gave way to the influx of merchants with substantial
quantities of finished goods into the domestic market [6].
Consequently, as the dynamics of international trade
shifted, the once-thriving mohair trade that had
characterized Ankara's economy diminished significantly
[7]. From this pivotal juncture onward, the economic
activities of Ankara became increasingly restricted,
resulting in the city's capacity to export goods being limited
primarily to raw and unprocessed materials directed
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towards European markets. As a direct consequence of this
economic contraction, the production of value-added
processed goods, such as intricately woven wool fabrics,
saw a considerable decline [8].

Therefore, even though Ankara has historically been a
service city and a hub for trade, its economy was unable to
support the capital accumulation. The travelogues depicted
Ankara as "a poor Anatolian town made up of dusty,
narrow streets and dilapidated houses" due to its
deteriorating economy during the 19" century [9]. We can
infer that there was a wealthy group, a sort of local
bourgeoisie, who resided in Ankara and made financial
accumulation from the production and trade of mohair
throughout the comparatively affluent and opulent 16"
19 century period in the city's history [10]. The so-called
local bourgeoisie disappeared in tandem with the city's
deteriorating economy in the 19" century.

Figure 12, Capital Ankara Master Zoning Plan [3]

2 The 1/25,000 Capital Ankara Master Zoning Plan, composed of six map
sheets, was retrieved from the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality’s

official website and digitally merged by the authors for analytical purposes.
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Figure 3. City of Ankara in 16th and 17th centuries [1]. Base map [5]

% Figure 2 presents a composite map created by merging cropped sections of the 1/25,000 Capital Ankara Master Zoning Plan retrieved from the Ankara
Metropolitan Municipality [3] with base map imagery from Apple Maps [4]. This visual synthesis was produced for analytical purposes.
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By the late 19™ century, Ankara’s traditional city center
had expanded toward the Istanbul Gate, culminating in the
establishment of a new urban core and a modern city center
(Fig. 4). This extension reached its apex at Tagshan—an
iconic structure of the era—strategically located across
from the Nation Garden -Millet Bahgsi- and the First
Grand National Assembly Building. This northwestward
urban development not only redefined the spatial center of
Ankara but also symbolically marked a shift in the
gravitational axis of the Ottoman Empire, with
reverberations that influenced broader geopolitical
dynamics on a global scale.

The map showing Ankara’s historic city center from the
late 19" century is superimposed on the existing land use
of Ankara for illustrative purposes to help make a
comparative analysis on the scale of the growth of the city
(Fig. 5).

B. Devastating Fires and Urban Destruction

The city experienced a period of economic vulnerability
in the late 19" century, which culminated in a decline in
both spatial and social dimensions. This recession was
exacerbated by a significant fire that engulfed the city in
1881, representing a second significant blow following an
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initial downturn in economic development. In the aftermath
of the 1881 conflagration, the city endeavored to recuperate
from the deleterious effects of the declining economy and
the fire. However, another devastating fire in 1917 caused
such widespread damage that puts an "end to the Ottoman
period of Ankara" [10]. The extensive 1917 fire, which
raged for three days, engulfed the entire Hisaréntidistrict,
encompassing the city's commercial hub and affluent
neighborhoods, including Cikrik¢ilar Ramp, Bedesten,
Saradgar Market, and A#pazari. The blaze consumed not
only the city's commercial and financial centers but also its
cultural and historical heritage, including the Cemberlitas
Clock Tower, the Ankara Citadel, and the Hifzissthane
Public Baths. The affluent Jewish quarter was also severely
impacted by the conflagration, and on the second day
almost three-quarters of Ankara had succumbed to the
flames [11].

Despite its rich history, this run-down Anatolian city
lacked the prosperity and even the financial foundation to
support the creation of recreational areas. Its physical
structure was worn out from fires and lack of maintenance,
and its economy had steadily declined over time to the
point that it almost fell apart [12].

Modern Center
Traditional Center
Administrative Center
Cemeteries

Vineyards and Orchards

DOONEN

Railway

Figure 4. Dual Structure of Ankara’s City Center at the end of 19" Century (reproduced by [1]). Base map:[5]



Civil Engineering and Architecture 13(5): 3828-3838, 2025

3833

- - -
\ ‘<§ .@f .29’
P
&
&, © 2
amal &% = Bobr O
? , % & :«&b = A,
O /,,% .
pcd é
- e
& Cebeci Asri
g L
Haci Bayram-1 Veli Camii @ X
Haci Bayram Mosque g
Kunf‘glysl Savagi Mizesi ‘,BH“‘"“'o?_ g
i ~ (I:TBMM Binas) =~ T
% Iw-x*r-v“- n;eWar Ml.!*um aq,, (o
%, N apir il 4 3
” (1* Natic al Assembly) ‘ ¥
% AN j Ankara Kalesi (1) %‘-‘«: § €
K N Ankara Castle 4
N ISTIKLAL £
AnkaraTren Gan &) MAHALLES| q%
Ankara Train Station 7 if
0_ Talate - o < ) :
o = Psa gl © Ankara Resim o o
¥ K/ ve Heykel Muzesi b\ Talatpes®’ (s}
Cermodern & s
\ .
) u S @ {
® Qgé @p‘é ~z~"¢
s
amal 6@4 E’Dé& o gabir €
(4} @ .
(-2 \(w ,}i
&
& e Cebeci Asri M
g 1oder Centef :
=) nmt-ynl"""t' s
. At S
o= Cametsred e (?
= '.‘vc.:rn and O g
= Habway g
3
4 a X
7, Cny, 4
- e,
1.\ o \ ,el‘lc S:op Q
4 ¥
B
5
Ank oy, ¢
0y g
\
‘0 '1. ‘p«\ﬂ“
\ (@)

Figure 5. Superimposed map of historic city center on existing land use of Ankara

I11. Socio-Spatial Configuration of Ankara

Ottoman Ankara lacked designated recreational areas
where people might congregate and enjoy themselves. The
squares served as gathering places for social pleasure. But
unlike squares in the Europe and cities of Western culture,
Ottoman squares were just open areas devoid of any
specific shape. These squares were used for sports like

wrestling and javelin.

Traditionally, the javelin was thrown in the Hamit's Field
where the Maternity Hospital now sits. Acrobat
performances were placed in the Square of Hergelen, while
wrestling matches were arranged at Namazgah Hill [8].
Religious festivals and marriage rituals served as the main
socializing institutions in Ottoman Ankara. The region
between Karacabey Islamic Social Complex and
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Hacibayram Mosque on Anafartalar Avenue was referred
to as Asagi Yiiz, while the castle and its environs were
known as Yukar: Yiiz. The wide areas at Tahtakale in 4sag:
Yix and Hamam&in Yukar: Yiiz were suitable locations
for religious festivals. Later, the festivities were moved to
a bigger venue across the Maternity Hospital since the
designated space for them in Hamam& i was no longer
sufficient to accommodate the demands of the people living
in Yukar: Yiiz. These locations, which frequently included
events like the simplified form of ferris wheel, carousel,
circus, and tent theater, offered the city's most significant
recreational possibilities all year long. The most popular
pastimes during his infancy were wedding and
circumcision feasts, according to Vehbi Ko¢[13], founder
of contemporary global Kog¢ Holding, who was born in
Ankara in 1901:

"...During my early years in Ankara, it was not
customary to delight in casinos and other amusement
venues. The theater groups used to visit from Istanbul
just once or twice a year, and there was no cinema. We
didn't have the same fun, youth, or childhood as people
have now."

Only males were permitted to attend the coffee shops,
which were the most significant social gathering places.
Coffee shops began to appear in urban life around 1902,
when they were listed in yearbooks as a distinct kind of
establishment. According to Ankara's yearbooks, there
were 19 coffee shops in 1902 [8]. Entertainment like
improvised theater and /nce Saz was held in the Municipal
Coffee House, particularly during the winter months. fnce
Saz is a type of live music performance, in which the
performer sits down, sings, and plays instruments while
also enjoying traditional side foods and drinks. The other
recreational places that provided family-friendly
entertainment options aside from these male-dominated
events were the picnic grounds near the Hatip and /ncesu
Creeks [1].

The first effort to run a theatre and casino in Ankara took
place in 1892, concurrent with the inauguration of the
railway station. Ahmet Fehim, a native of Istanbul, opened
a theater in the Kocamanoglu building, a brand-new,
sizable structure in Balikpazari. The foreign workers and
engineers working in the construction of the railway, the
visitors of the city -officers and public servants- frequented
the theater and the casino of the city. Their number was
even surpassing the local residents. After the inauguration
of the railway station and as the construction works came
to an end, the theater and casino were permanently closed
after being in service around two and a half years. The
theater's proprietor, Ahmet Fehim, moved back to Istanbul
from Ankara [8]. Kocamanoglu, an Armenian citizen,
welcomed theater campaigns from Istanbul and ran the
theater on the Cikrik¢ilar Ramp until the structure was
destroyed in the 1917 fire [14]. The theater had also
followers from the Muslim residents of the city that served
mainly to non-Muslim population. Bela Horvath [15,112],
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who gave a visit to Ankara in 1913, was surprised to learn
that the city had a theater that he described his astonishment
as follows:

"...all of a sudden, a man with a poster appears in sight,
screaming in a nasal voice and inviting the audience to
the play of Othello. Shakespeare plays are performed in
Anatolial"

The social life of Ankara, a poor steppe town,
proliferated gradually after the city became the political
center of the Turkish Independence War and hosted the
Turkish Grand National Assembly after its commencement
on April 23, 1920. New places opened for recreation,
adding life to socializing possibilities in wartime as the
nation struggled to survive. The Central coffee house -
Merkez Kiraathanesi- and Kuyulu Coffee, located on
Anafartalar Street, were popular spots in the city for the
residents of Ankara to breathe and have a joyful interaction.
These coffee shops also functioned as houses for informal
political conversations between the parliament members.

Enver Behnan Sapolyo [16], a teacher in Ankara High
School in those days reported that pubs were serving
alcoholic beverages illegally in addition to coffee shops.
Dayko’s Shop, the taverns of Efe Haydar and Babo in
Tahtakale were the three places, which was described by
Sapolyo in his own words:

"...This hidden tavern [tavern of Efe Haydar] did not
look like the taverns of the Balikpazar: and Kumkapi in
Istanbul or the bottom-of-the-barrel taverns of Galata at
all. It was barely similar to a lodge of junkies. In this
place there was no benchtop, no table, and no chairs.
Only a pallette was laid out at the corner for the
customers who gets tired standing... under the dimmed
light of an oil lamp..."

The necessity for restaurants and patisseries was
negligible due to the predominance of a home-based social
structure and the absence of a custom among Ankara's
elderly population to dine out. In the early 1920s, Ankara's
culinary landscape was devoid of restaurants that adhered
to contemporary standards of service and infrastructure.
There was an absence of waiters in uniforms, tables
adorned with tablecloths, and utensils such as knives and
forks. As observed by Falih Rifki Atay [17], the downtown
area was characterized by its archaic nature, making it
challenging to locate even a modest table adorned with
identical plates and glasses. This observation highlights a
significant gap in the culinary offerings of Cankaya during
this period. The parliamentarians' only dining options were
the kebab restaurants on Karaoglan Street, which were
located adjacent to the lumberyards. These restaurants were
renowned for their Ankara Tava, a regional delicacy.
Instead of tables, the parliamentarians were obliged to
consume their meals while seated on tiny seats [18].

The eatery known as Kemal's Restaurant, owned by a
former member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, played
a pivotal role in elevating Ankara's dining and drinking
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culture beyond the conventional cook shop tradition. As the
eatery was located between the inaugural Turkish Grand
National Assembly and Riizgarl: Street, this establishment
served as a venue for both culinary experiences and
political discourse. The ambiance was enhanced by a band
that performed a curated selection of music, contributing to
a unique atmosphere during which both dinners and special
meetings were held. Yusuf Kemal (Tengirsenk), the Foreign
Minister, began hosting dinner parties at the restaurant to
celebrate the opening of the first embassies in Ankara,
including those of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, and Soviet
Russia [18].

C. Nation Garden -Millet Bahgesi-

Nation Garden -Millet Bahgesi- was the only modern
urban park in the ruined Ottoman city of Ankara (Fig. 3).
These urban parks were inspired and adapted from the
Public Gardens in France, staking claim to represent the
essence of the new era after the proclamation of
Constitutional Monarchy in the Ottoman Empire in 1908
[19]. The Public Gardens acted as a model for the Ottoman
Nation Garden -Millet Bahggsi- to help socialize the city's
residents and thereby set control over the population. These
gardens comprise an Ottoman clubhouse, a library, and a
theater as built structures. The exact date for the
inauguration of Ankara Nation Garden -Millet Bahggsi- is
not precisely documented. However, it followed the
establishment of the School of Architecture -Ziraat
Mektebi- in 1908. Muhittin Bey, an instructor of the School
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of Architecture -Ziraat Mektebi- took the initiative in
building Ankara Nation Garden -Millet Baheesi- with its
acacia trees, pool, and wooden theater structure [20].

During the Independence War, Turan Tanyer [16]
characterized Nation Garden -Millet Bahggsi- as "a bone-
dry area with a few and far-between shrubs, a few wooden
benches and a broken-down buffet." It was situated across
the First National Assembly building at the intersection of
Istasyon and Bankalar Streets, which became the site for
the demolished Municipal and 100" Anniversary Markets
-100. Yi Carsist - (Fig. 6) [21]. During the National
Struggle years, members of parliament used to spend their
free time at Nation Garden -Millet Bahggsi. Occasionally,
they gathered around Mustafa Kemal Pasha, who would
involve in the conversations sitting on the benches with
them [22]. On May 1, 1922, the first Labor Day ceremony
was held in Nation Garden -Millet Bahggsi [22]. Following
the declaration of Ankara as the capital city, Nation Garden
-Millet Bahgesi was restored and remained in service for a
period of time (Fig. 7).

In the early 1920s, Ankara witnessed the emergence of
unconventional recreational areas in the Nation Garden -
Millet Bahggsi, a wooden structure which became a notable
Western-style venue for entertainment. This structure
housed Fresko’s Bar functioned both as a cinema and a
venue for performances and festivities that served alcoholic
beverages. The intellectuals and the wealthy elite depicted
the place as a tempting place and a window open to the
West from Ankara, the town of steppe [18].

o O
g e

2. o, 1ot Cabbesi_ Fstasyon. I,

Figure 6. Nation -Millet- Garden in 1930s Ankara (Source: VEKAM Library and Archive. Document No: 2533)
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Figure 7. Leisure Spaces of Pre-republican Ankara. Base map: 1924 Municipal -Sehremaneti- Map (courtesy of the personal archive of Cagatay

Keskinok, February 2013) (reproduced by [1])

The sole venue for plays and movies was the timber
framed structure in the Nation Garden -Millet Bahesi-,
which was referred to as National Theatre -Milli Tiyatro-
in some accounts and as Grand Cinema -BUytk Sinema- in
others. Clarence K. Streit wrote in his memoirs that he
watched the well-known play Hamlet of Shakespeare at the
National Theatre in his visit to Ankara in 1921 [23]. Nazim
Hikmet describes the theater as a bad-smelling, barn like
timber structure after he watched the play Otello Kamil in
1921 [cited in 23]. Halil Makaract's memoirs also depicted
this timber-framed structure as Grand Cinema -Bilyik
Sinema-. According to Makaraci, this wooden structure
functioned as Ankara's inaugural cinema, and its
subsequent demolition in 1928-1929 elicited profound
despondency among the general populace [cited in 24].

2. Conclusions

Distinct recreational areas were not established in
Ottoman towns until the 19" century. During this period,
specific locations were designated for recreational
activities, particularly in coastal towns such as Istanbul,
which had relatively close commercial and cultural ties
with the West. Contrary to the developments observed in
coastal cities, other cities within the Empire, particularly
those in underdeveloped and introverted central and eastern
Anatolia regions, lacked the necessary cultural and

economic capital to produce leisure activities.
Consequently, until the close of the 19" century, the
landlocked city of Ankara, situated in Central Anatolia,
lacked designated recreational areas for its inhabitants to
congregate and engage in leisure activities. Instead, the
city's open spaces, which were essentially vacant fields
with no specific form and representational value, served as
venues for communal recreational activities such as
wrestling, javelin, and religious festival celebrations.

It is a fact that non-Muslim residents of Ankara were the
first to conceptualize leisure as an urban activity. The
theatre that belonged to an Armenian resident was the first
area designated for a recreational activity in Ankara. This
theatre began servicing in 1892 by the start of the city's
railway construction. It ended in the 1917 fire after the
building was completely demolished and turned into ashes.

In the pre-republican era, coffee shops constituted the
most significant social gathering places for Muslim
inhabitants of Ankara. However, there were notable
differences in how Muslims and non-Muslims and men and
women experienced leisure. Only the picnic sites around
Hatip and /ncesu Creeks provided family-friendly
entertainment. In those days, coffee shops in Ankara
welcomed only the male population. Thus, the city's natural
environment was the only suitable recreational spot for
families in the pre-republican era.

The first urban park in the contemporary sense in Ankara
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was Nation Garden -Millet Bah¢si- constructed following
the proclamation of the Constitutional Monarchy in 1908.
On the side of its function as a park, it housed some new
buildings comprising a wooden structure that functioned as
atheatre and a cinema. Nation Garden -Millet Bahggsi- was
the most significant socializing area in pre-republican
Ankara as an open public space supported by built
structures that sheltered public events. A notable shift in
Ankara's social landscape occurred on 23 April 1920, with
the establishment of the Turkish Grand National Assembly
and the subsequent designation of the city as the
headquarters of the Independence War of the Turkish
Nation. The prohibition of alcohol during this period led to
the emergence of secretly run leisure spaces such as Babo's
and Efe Haydar's taverns. In addition, Kemal's Restaurant
and Fresko's Bar were the first legal entertainment venues
in 1920s Ankara.

To conclude, Ankara's social life was initially impacted
by leisure areas, which were designated especially for
recreational activities by the start of the 1920s. Kuyulu
Coffee  House, Central Coffee House -Merkez
Kiraathanesi-, Fresko's Bar, and Kemal's Restaurant were
the first places to relax. We should also note that Nation
Garden -Millet Bahgesi- and its theater complex, as
remnants of the Ottoman Empire, were also utilized
throughout the pre-republican era and Independence War
years of the Turkish Nation.

There were some limitations of the research concerning
the availability of information. Almost all the buildings
reviewed in the research were demolished, and the
traditional sites and the historical city changed drastically.
So, the article was written with a qualitative approach and
a traditional review method. The review was made over
extensive literature, including sources out of the
architecture discipline, and depended, by and large, on
narratives and the information hidden between the lines.
The research seeks information about modern Ankara's
architecture and city planning vision from a recognized
remembrance that is apt to fade.

The research concentrates on the late Ottoman period,
which was an important era in the history of Ankara.
Although this period corresponds to the last years of the
fallen Ottoman Empire, it also overlaps with the time
interval when the city witnessed the National Independence
War as a central stronghold and a democratic political
center. This fight for freedom and democracy shaped
Ankara's perspective 100 years ago. Soon after the victory
of the Independence War, the new Turkish Republic was
founded as a modern state, and Ankara was declared as the
capital city. Thereon, Ankara became the center and
symbol of development and modernism in Turkey. The
urge to catch developed modern Western countries showed
itself in Ankara's changing recreational habits and leisure
geography.

Ankara's development as a modern and planned capital
city aimed at establishing a contemporary lifestyle. To this
end, the city necessitated the creation of recreational areas
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to function as platforms for demonstrating and displaying
the requisite habits and behavioral patterns of the modern
lifestyle. This particular necessity conforms well to the
ideology of the founders of the new Turkish Republic, who
aimed to create a national bourgeoisie that would need a
leisure landscape representing and supporting the
culmination of a modern lifestyle. So, the causal
relationship between a motivated modern secular state and
a much more liberal and Westernized leisure geography
was a factual development demanded and steered by the
emerging intellectual elite bureaucracy of the city.

The particular idea behind the foundation of the Turkish
Republic as a modern and secular state was also the
powering motivation for the people who created and ran the
establishments of the period, which, in turn, formed and
shaped the leisure landscape of Ankara. Although this
motivation is an important part of the problem, the core
idea and scope of the article have been narrowed down to
focus on the early foundation of recreational spaces in
Ankara, which would condition the dynamic
transformation of urban use and prospective leisure
geography of Ankara.

This research was an attempt to inform and help
understand the limited landscape devoted to leisure in the
pre-republican era in Ankara, which was core to
understanding the leisure geography in the capital city of
the young Turkish Republic. It is also key to understanding
the contemporary leisure geography in Ankara, which
would become prevalently segregated and fractured in the
prospective time.
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