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Abstract  This study aims to analyze how the 

environment and local culture influence the formation of 

the character of children in the interior (Mentawai) and 

urban children (Padang City). The research method used is 

quantitative using comparative analysis, involving a 

sample of 104, consisting of 52 children in the interior and 

52 children in the city. Sampling using the purposive 

sampling method, the requirements for participants are 

children in the interior (Mentawai) and urban (Padang City) 

with an age range of 7-10 years. Data collection using 

questionnaires, after the data are obtained, data analysis is 

continued using the Smirnov Kolmogorov and 

Independent Sample t-Test using the IBM SPSS V24 

program. According to the results of this study, it is 
conveyed that the local environment and culture have a 

positive influence on children's character as seen in the sig 

result 0.000 <0.05, then it can be conveyed that there is a 

difference in the average character of rural children and 

urban children, from 52 rural children 111.21 and 52 

urban children 103.73, and from the average results, the 

character of rural children is better than urban children. 

Local culture has a positive impact on children's 

character, seen from rural children who are still thick with 

culture that shows the values of courage, togetherness and 

independence in their daily lives, in contrast to urban 

children who are predominantly individualistic and very 

dependent on existing technology. For future research, it 

can expand the sample such as getting representatives 

from various local cultures in Indonesia so that it can be 

generalized. 

Keywords  Local Culture, Urban, Character, Children, 

Mentawai 

1. Introduction

Character is a very important thing to have from an early 

age which will influence the personality of the future [1]. 

Character is formed through daily interactions and 

activities, such as at home, school and the surrounding 

environment; character forms children in thinking, 

behaving and interacting with others; character usually 

includes honesty, responsibility, discipline, caring, 

cooperation and independence [2], [3], [4]. Although 

character is formed from the environment and culture, the 

development of a child's character is influenced by the 

child's parents who are the roots of moral development, 

thus parents need to be the main model in developing 

children's character [5]. Character in children can be seen 

in their daily behavior, which is partly formed during 

childhood and develops during life in the environment [6]. 

The character of older children is influenced by 

parenting patterns [7], [8], parents who show positive 

parenting patterns will be imitated by children who become 

guidelines for themselves [9], [10], but not all children 

show positive character, many children show bad character, 

even though children have been given an understanding of 

character by their families, not all children reach the 
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competent stage. This can happen as they get older, and 

they expand their social level in the school environment, 

the surrounding environment and peers and the wider 

community. Many children are naughty, aggressive, easily 

emotional and show crime, are selfish, and lack awareness 

to socialize. In the ecological theory with the 

chronosystem model, it is stated that adolescent behavior is 

greatly influenced by the environment in which they live 

[11]. 

Like the strong flow of foreign culture, 73.7 million 

young Indonesians make social media an obstacle to 

character involvement in children [12]. The government 

continues to strive to overcome character decline by 

including character education in the education curriculum, 

but few schools can run the program [13]. Until now, it has 

been found that 40% of schools in Indonesia have 

implemented character education in accordance with 

government programs [14]. Good character is not only a 

guideline for individual behavior, but is the basis for 

forming a harmonious society [4]; character education with 

local wisdom makes character formation and instills basic 

values [15]; local wisdom and cultural values can form 

basic character [16] and children's character development 

can be improved by implementing local wisdom and 

culture [17]. 

Adolescents with poor character traits are detrimental to 

the advancement of the country; prior studies have 

demonstrated that problematic conduct is frequently linked 

to social resources and parental styles [18], [19]. Superior 

behavior, honesty, responsibility, and respect for others are 

examples of character traits that represent a person's 

personality in real life. If a person can identify and manage 

himself in his life, both in society and in his immediate 

surroundings, then he is said to have character [20], [21]. 

Character education aims to form children who not only 

have academic intelligence, but also have a noble 

personality. Character is important in the current era which 

has moral and ethical challenges. In the context of this 

character, the values of discipline, independence, and 

responsibility become crucial issues to be applied to 

children. 

With some gaps that occur such as technological 

advances in urban areas and local cultural traditions, it 

becomes the foundation for conducting research. Therefore, 

this study was conducted to see the character of urban and 

rural children, and how the involvement of local culture 

influences children's character compared to urban culture 

with the level of children's character. 

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Study Design 

This study uses a comparative analysis method, which 

was conducted in two locations, namely children from the 

interior (Mentawai) and urban (Padang city). This study 

aims to see the characteristics of children from the interior 

and urban areas. The sampling of this study used a 

purposive sampling method which was used to determine 

the sample in comparative research which means it is not 

completely random but is deliberately selected by 

researchers who aim to answer relevant questions in a 

research title [22]. Therefore, the requirements for 

participants for children from the interior are children aged 

7-10 years, living in the interior (Mentawai), attending 

formal/non-formal education and active in the surrounding 

environment; for city children aged 7-10 years, living in an 

urban environment, attending formal education, and 

willing to be samples and getting permission from their 

parents. The sample obtained was 104 people with details 

of 52 children from the interior and 52 children from the 

city. 

2.2. Procedure 

This study uses systematic procedures and is reasonably 

carried out to obtain reliable findings in an effort to answer 

research questions. This procedure can also provide 

structured instructions to researchers on how to collect data, 

analyze it, and produce relevant findings such as; preparing 

test formats, determining participants, implementing tests, 

researchers collecting data by distributing questionnaires to 

participants to be filled in according to what is understood 

by the participants. 

2.3. Statistic Analysis 

Following the research, the Independent Sample t-Test 

was used to collect and analyze the research data. In order 

to do data analysis, the analysis requirements test was first 

performed using the Independent Sample t-Test and the 

Kolmogorov Smirnov test for normality. The IBM SPSS 

V24 statistical software was used to examine the study's 

data. 

2.4. Research Hypothesis 

By conducting this research, the researcher assumes that 

there are differences in character between children from the 

interior of Mantawai and city children (Padang). 

3. Result

The research that has been conducted found several 

significant differences between children from the 

Mentawai interior and city children (Padang) which can 

be conveyed in the normality test, as shown in table 1.  

3.1. Normality Test 

This Normality Test uses the Kolmogorov Smirnov test 

with the help of the SPSS program. Normality testing is the 

basis for decision-making. 



Universal Journal of Public Health 13(2): 427-432, 2025 429 

The results of the study can be seen in Figure 1, 
explaining the normality of the data obtained in rural and 

urban children, which shows that the plot is not far from 

the line which means the data are normally distributed, or 

the value obtained for each variable shows (Sig) > 0.05. 

After the data are normally distributed, it can be 

continued for the Independent Sample t-Test which can be 

seen in table 2. 

Table 1.  Normality Test 

Normality Sig P-Value Information 

Character of Mentawai Interior Children (X1) 0,200 
0,05 Normal 

Character of Padang City Children (X2) 0,081 

If the value (Sig) > 0.05, then the data are normally distributed. 

If the value (Sig) < 0.05, then the data are not normally distributed. 

Figure 1.  a) Normality of Mentawai Interior Children, b) normality of Padang City children 
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Table 2.  Independent Samples Test 

Levene's Test for 

Equality of Variances t-test for Equality of Means 

F Sig. t df Sig. (2-tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

Std. Error 

Difference 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Character 

Equal variances 

assumed 2,435 0,122 9,622 102 0,000 7,481 0,777 5,939 9,023 

Equal variances 

not assumed 9,622 100,46 0,000 7,481 0,777 5,938 9,023 

Table 3.  Average Comparison 

Children N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Character 
Mentawai Interior 52 111,21 4,202 0.583 

Padang City 52 103,73 3,711 0,515 

3.2. Independent T-Test 

Based on the calculation results obtained using the IBM 

SPSS V24 program, sig (2-tailend) was obtained at 0.000 

<0.05, so it can be said that there is a difference in the 

average character of rural children and urban children, 

which suggests that if sig (2-tailend) is smaller than the P-

Value there is a difference and influence of the character of 

urban and rural children, city culture and local cultural 

involvement. This can be seen in table 3 which displays a 

comparison of the averages, to see how big the average 

difference is between the character of city children and the 

character of rural children. 

By finding differences between children from the 

interior and city, it can be said that the character of children 

from the interior is better. This study shows that differences 

in cultural and social environments have a significant effect 

on the formation of children's character. Children from the 

interior of Mentawai who grow up in a traditional 

environment show more collective character, courage in 

facing physical challenges, and closeness to nature, while 

urban children are more individualistic, adaptive to 

technology, and have high self-confidence in modern social 

interactions. 

4. Discussion

Based on the results of the research that the researcher 

has done, and in accordance with the objectives of the study, 

it can be said that the character of rural children and the 

character of urban children have quite significant 

differences, as seen that the character of rural children is 

better than that of urban children, which can be seen in their 

social values: they tend to respect their peers and are 

responsible, in contrast to urban children who are 

predominantly more individualistic and focused on 

personal achievement, possibly influenced by the modern 

and competitive urban environment. The high sense of 

responsibility and independence of rural children can be 

seen in their daily lives such as hunting, fishing, their lives 

are related to nature, in contrast to urban children who only 

depend on modern facilities that can reduce children's skills 

in living independently. For the level of confidence and 

courage, rural and urban children both have it, such as rural 

children are higher in facing physical challenges and 

natural challenges, children are accustomed to interacting 

directly with nature which has high risks in their daily lives, 

and on the other hand urban children show a higher level 

of self-confidence in academics, such as public speaking 

skills or the use of technology. 

The character of children is still in the unstable category 

which is still very likely to change the character of children 

towards the better by implementing outdoor activities and 

interacting with the surrounding environment, such as 

playing with peers, implementing types of play activities 

and play time [23]. This study was conducted to find out 

how the character of children in the interior and urban 

children. It turns out that after the researcher conducted 

the study, the character of children in the interior and 

urban children had significant differences. The results 

obtained in accordance with the purpose of the study were 

to see how the character of children in the interior and 

urban children, because children in the interior have a 

better level of character compared to urban children, seen 

from the habits of children in the interior who are still 

thick with local customs and culture, different from urban 

children who are dominant with individualism in their 

daily lives and the environment is already modern, many 

activities together have begun to be left behind. 

The results of the study are supported by previous 

studies, by understanding local culture, children can 

analyze important character  values,  such  as  cooperation,  
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honesty, mutual respect and empathy [24], instilling local 

wisdom is the same as developing a strong character [4], 

and enriching learning experiences [25]. In line with that, 

children's character can be improved by implementing 

learning doing good, teaching and habituation, and 

embracing each other [26] and the implementation of play 

activities provides a significant contribution in improving 

children's character [27], children who are often active and 

interact with the outdoor environment show good character 

[28], good character can encourage children's growth and 

development [29], which makes children brave in being 

active and able to understand the importance of character 

[6]. 

With the implementation of this study, it provides 

understanding and learning for researchers and readers, 

researchers say that children's character can be formed 

with the environment, the local cultural environment has a 

positive impact on the formation of children's character 

and makes children brave, responsible and able to face 

challenges directly, while children who live in urban areas 

have a high level of self-confidence and dominantly high 

individualistic level and tends to be adaptive to 

technology. Researchers hope that with this research, 
readers will gain more understanding to explore the habits 
and parenting patterns of parents in the interior and more 
research samples will be involved with a wider scope in 
future research.

5. Conclusions

The results of this study convey that the environment 

greatly influences children's character, local culture has a 

positive impact on children's character and urban culture 

causes a decline in children's character, as seen in the 

results of the study that rural children show values of 

courage, togetherness and independence in their lives. On 

the other hand, urban children show that with the comfort 

that exists in city children have self-confidence in 

academics and are predominantly individualistic and very 

dependent on existing technology. 

This study highlights the existing differences and 
emphasizes the importance of considering the 
environmental context in character education.  In order to 

develop a balanced character, education in urban areas 

can adopt the activities or habits of rural children such as 

a sense of responsibility, social and courage. This is 

expected to improve and create a generation of children 

who are not only socially adaptive but also have concerns 

for the environment and their peers. However, this study 

still has limitations with samples that do not cover all 

local cultures in various regions, so it cannot be 

generalized. For future research, the sample can be 
expanded, such as getting representatives from various 

local cultures in Indonesia so that it can be generalized in 

the future. 
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