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Abstract The city of Ternate is a city that developed
from the 6th to 17th centuries, influenced by Portuguese
and Dutch Colonial hegemony as well as ethnic Indonesian
traders and ethnic immigrants. As a historical area with a
variety of cultural heritage, as the city develops, it is
starting to lose the identity attached to the central area of
Ternate City. The aim of this research is to identify the
potential of the central area of Ternate City as an
identity-forming element in a historic city area. This
research uses a qualitative approach, which focuses on
searching for field observation data and in-depth
interviews supported by literature studies through relevant
agencies and relevant research. The results of the research
show that there are three important elements identified as
historical heritage consisting of: 39 pieces of cultural
heritage in the form of building sites and structures, 6 areas
whose existence has historical value in the central area of
Ternate City, and 3 activity networks whose existence has
a strong relationship with the existence of the settlement.
These three elements are also factors that form the central
area of Ternate City and can be strong markers and identity
values that the center of Ternate City is a historic city area.

Keywords  Potential, Identity Forming Elements,
Historical Area, Ternate City Center

1. Introduction

Cities in Indonesia tend to lose some of the historical

characters of their architectural heritage because they
ignore the historical aspects of city formation, so that the
historical continuity of the urban area seems to be broken
[1]. The history of the city's development has produced
historical remains, both tangible heritage and intangible
heritage. For this reason, the old town area in a city is
usually the forerunner to the creation of that city which has
distinctive characteristics. However, when the process of
modernization and globalization of city development
emerged, old city areas were often abandoned and new
activity centers were built, which ultimately gave rise to
new city centers [2]. Likewise with the existence of the
central area of Ternate City, an area that grows and
develops from the historical process, but in the process of
regional development almost forgets the historical value
attached to the area. This can be seen from the fact that
several buildings left over from the past have not been
maintained and have even disappeared and been replaced
by modern buildings.

The city of Ternate, which has been included in the
Indonesian Heritage Cities Network (JKPI) and is a joint
declarator with twelve cities in Indonesia which was
officially formed on October 25 2008, is proof that Ternate
City is an old city. This can be seen by the existence of
cultural heritage in the form of sites, buildings and
structures in the center of Ternate City. Ternate City Center
is an area located on the east coast of Ternate Island, and
the city is also a small island whose existence is a volcano
called Mount Gamalama. So the development potential is
very limited to coastal areas only. This situation is one of
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the causes of centralized city development and allows it to
erode historical traces as a potential regional identity with
modern buildings. As research results show, the
characteristics of the spatial pattern on the beach are
changing with the development of the central area of
Ternate City and the development of various commercial
activities, businesses and public spaces. Changes and
developments in this spatial pattern will change the
authenticity of the coastal spatial planning inherited from
the Dutch Sultanate and Colonial era. If restrictions and
preservation of historic buildings and areas in Ternate City
are not carried out, they have the potential to lose their
distinctive character. Historic areas as the starting point for
the formation of a city will fade and their architecture will
disappear if they are not immediately maintained and
preserved. The presence of new buildings also adds to the
diminishing character of historic areas, when these new
buildings appear without respecting the surrounding
environment, are not in harmony with the physical and
non-physical characteristics where the building is located
[3]. By being guided by the UN-Habitat program, namely
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), one of the
contents of which is the sustainable city and settlement
program, it is hoped that this research can become a source
of data and supporting capacity for the creation of city and
residential areas in Ternate City that have an identity and
are characterized as an area of historical and sustainable
value.

Ternate City Center has gone through a period of
formation starting from the pre-colonial period, the
colonial period to the post-European colonial period.
During this period, many historical traces were left and
played a role in the formation of the area in the center of
Ternate City. The historic area (old city) does not only
apply to one district or part of the city, but also to the
surrounding areas at the time of its formation. Ternate as a
city has its own uniqueness, because the name Ternate is
also attached to the name of the island and the name of the
sultanate. Using the same name as a city, island and
sultanate gives its own character strength to a small island
city that still has a strong sultanate role [3]. The
characteristics of Ternate City are quite unique because it is
an island city and also a coastal city with a very diverse
population. The characteristics of the community can also
be seen in the diversity of ethnicities that inhabit it, to the
point that ethnic names are attached to the name of the
village. These characteristics are not only current but have
started since the beginning of the history of its existence
which was later called the City of Ternate. Ternate City isa
city that developed from the 6th to 17th centuries AD,
where its development history was also influenced by
colonial hegemony, especially the Portuguese and Dutch
[4]. This is also mentioned in the Spice Islands book, that
ethnic communities, both Indonesian ethnic groups
(Bugis-Makassar, Javanese, Malay) and ethnic immigrants
such as Chinese, Gujarati, Arab traders (600-1200) to
European colonialists such as the Portuguese (1500-1200).
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1606), Spain (1606-1667) and the Dutch VOC
(1667-1942), became part of the history of the
development of Ternate City. The increasingly rapid
development of the central area of Ternate City should
have regional characteristics that become an identity with
historical value [5].

The search for identity-forming elements in the center of
Ternate City in this paper focuses more on the meaning of
place and cultural heritage, as a first step to see the role of
history in shaping the morphology of the central area of
Ternate City as well as being a reference for the
government to continue to preserve cultural heritage
buildings so that they do not experience too much damage.
Changes, also open up opportunities for investors to
develop their business in the area [6], conceptually, with an
eye toward tourism, and to preserve and strengthen the
unique character of the city core. Thus, it turns into a
proactive means of balancing the objectives of
development management, sustainability, and conservation
[7]. The data and facts above show that the central area of
Ternate City is a central city area that was formed from
complex past events, along with the development of the
central area of Ternate City. An area with historical value
but is starting to lose its identity attached to the central area
of Ternate City as a historic area, so the aim of this research
is to identify the potential of the central area of Ternate
City as an element forming an identity as a historic area.

2. Literature Review

2.1. Potential Historical Area

A Heritage City can be interpreted as a city in which
there are cultural heritage areas and/or cultural heritage
buildings that have important values for the city, placing
the implementation of heritage planning and preservation
activities as the main strategy for city development [8].
Based on the Spatial Planning Dictionary, a historic area is
an area that is connected to a life or event in the past for
more than 50 years and has historical value. Historic
building areas can be residential buildings or other public
facilities that are used collectively [9]. A historical area has
a significant contribution to a person's memories, both
good and bad memories, and this can certainly create the
identity of a city [10], which is not only a monumental
historical building but also an equally important social
heritage to protect the identity of historic cities [11].
Because ignorance of cultural relevance often leads to the
disappearance of historical places [12]. As research results
show, a historical area has historical ties, this can be seen in
the people who live in the surrounding area. Each
individual will have a different level of historical
attachment depending on the historical memory they have
[13]. Some of the important meanings of the existence of
an ancient historic building include that, economically, an
ancient historic building will be a tourist attraction. From a
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socio-cultural aspect, the preservation of ancient buildings
will foster close ties between the present and the past and
create pride and self-esteem as a nation. From the physical
aspect, the existence of ancient historic buildings will
enrich the face of the environment and create a city identity
that is unique and distinctive [14]. Ancient, historic and
cultural heritage buildings are relics of the past as a legacy
of our ancestors which we should preserve as knowledge
and learning for all of us and future generations [15] [16],
but in reality, currently, there are still many buildings left
over from the colonial era that have been left unkempt,
dirty, rundown, altered or demolished, either partially or
completely. So it is very important to build historical areas
to understand the importance of historical heritage as
cultural heritage [17].

The loss of a city's identity can be caused by the
destruction of buildings with historical value, the loss of
local/traditional architectural values, indifference to unique
values, and undirected city development [18]. It is hoped
that the growth of settlements will be able to protect the
preservation of cultural artifacts, but ironically, society's
indifference to the existence of cultural heritage means that
cultural heritage buildings will increasingly lose the space
needed for residential needs [19]. So, activities to preserve
historic areas become important when the area has been
designated as an area that is significant in character [20].
The uniqueness and structural integrity of built heritage
structures are in danger due to a variety of construction
method manipulations and the integration of new building
materials [21].

2.2. Identity Forming Elements

Talking about regional identity means talking about
something that is the characteristic/identity of the region,
which has undergone a long process so that this identity
can be captured by the community. Through a positive and
strong identity, a city image will be formed that can help
the government and community to market their city [22].
Therefore, identity is an important concern in physical
planning and city marketing, as well as being a source of
social cohesion [23].

One of the main reasons why urban planning is
increasingly turning to aspects of identity is the
consequences of globalization on the physical form of
cities. On the one hand, globalization drives the expansion
and development of cities, but as global trends are used in
urban planning, the connection of regions with their
historical, natural, social and cultural contexts is lost [8]. In
the architectural context, place is not only a context or
background, but also an integral part of identity. Even
small architectural changes affect how a place facilitates
different uses or attributes, such as social interactions,
which can thereby also change the meaning of a place. To
varying degrees, places can be nurturing or challenging in
terms of personal and social identities [24]. Likewise, in
the process of city development, the meaning of place and
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the selection of cultural heritage spaces are actually a
borrowing of local history and culture by the country's
modernization  tendencies.  Because  with  the
extinction/reform of identity media, the loss of place and
the affirmation of heritage, ultimately expand the
boundaries of the meaning of "place" and shift local
identity into national and ethnic identity [25].

Several views on identity, namely: according to [26]
express identity as a place. Place is a space that is able to
represent the environment, community culture and
events/activities that occur in it. Identity depends on the
understanding of humans who move within it. Identity is
also the connection between objects in the city, the
meaning, activities and functions within it which can turn
space into a place. What is attempted to be displayed in
place is contextual, that is, it focuses more on the
characteristics and meaning of the environment itself.
Another understanding according to [27] is that identity
can emerge through city artifacts. The similarity with
Trancik's understanding is that identity is influenced by
events and occurrences (urban rituals). Rossi's
understanding of urban artifacts is more directed towards
the survival of urban artifacts that have historical value or
become a forum for urban rituals to take place. Another
understanding, namely [28] differentiates between identity
and sense, where sense is the meaning captured by humans
in the environment, related to cultural meaning and the
culture of society, while identity can be realized through
architectural forms, aesthetic elements and values,
enhancing a city's visual appeal. Meanwhile, according to
[29] identity is not only a physical element of the area but is
also related to non-physical elements (culture, politics,
culture, history, symbols and uniqueness). ldentity is a
process that reflects time (sense of time) as well as an
understanding of the value of a place. "Sense of place",
which is an understanding of the uniqueness of a particular
place, when compared with other places. Uniqueness is
usually a special quality that immigrants always observe
and talk about.

So it can be concluded that identity is an aspect that is
not measurable and depends on the observer's perception of
the environmental setting. In an effort to form an identity in
an area, this can be done by approaching the physical
elements of the city, because through these physical
elements an understanding will be captured by observers
visually and then processed in the mind and given meaning
[30]. In the context of the central area of Ternate City,
which is an area formed from historical events, namely the
existence of the Sultanate of Ternate, European nations and
ethnic traders from the archipelago and abroad [5]. So to
determine the elements that form a regional identity is to
look at what elements stand out from the historical side of
regional development that can be used as potential to shape
regional identity. In the architectural context in this paper,
the elements that form identity are the physical elements of
the area, which can be in the form of artifacts, areas or
roads that have relevance to the historical value of the area.
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The old city is the area that has been inhabited the longest
in a place, so it looks denser than the surrounding areas
[31]. For this reason, the potential existence of the center of
Ternate City in the form of a cultural heritage can become
one of the identities as a historical area.

Several research results have been carried out to look at
regional identity, including: that the strongest city-forming
elements in the Old City of Semarang are found in the
Letjen Soeprapto area, where there is a hierarchy of figure
ground, a strong linkage theory, and a clear theory of place.
This area has a strong identity, both in terms of structure,
meaning and existing activities, making it the most
significant area in shaping the image of the Old City of
Semarang [32]. Using Kevin Lynch's theory, it is possible
to identify five aspects of the city's image: pathways, edges,
districts, nodes, and landmarks. These elements are crucial
in forming the perception of Jakarta's Old City as a
historically significant area that has been preserved for
tourists [33], examination of the components that
contribute to the city's image in order to enhance Kediri's
city center's identity. These components include the area's
terrain, natural environment, social and economic
interactions, and local history and culture [34]. There are
six main factors that influence the formation of place
identity in the kampung area around the Kadriyah
Pontianak palace, namely: experiences in the main
circulation routes, public space atmosphere, psychological
experiences and cultural attractions, interesting objects,
experiences in alley spaces, styles and ornaments [35],
elements that form the image of historical areas in Klojen
District, Malang City, based on the perceptions of local
residents are: Path: Jalan Kayutangan, Jalan Pasar Besar,
Jalan ljen, and Jalan Kawi; Node (Knot): Kayutangan
intersection and Merdeka Square area; District: Merdeka
Square and ljen Street areas; Landmarks: Tugu Square,
Jami' Mosque, and Kota Baru Station; Edge: Brantas River
and Jalan Kawi [36].

In the context of Ternate City, no one has conducted
research on potential elements forming regional identity,
s it is very important to carry out research to determine the
potential elements of historic areas in the center of Ternate
City, in addition to finding regional identity as well as
recommendations to policy makers to protect buildings, or
areas that contain historical value to be protected and
preserved.

3. Research Methods

The research location is focused on the central area of
Ternate City, selecting the location using a travel history
data approach and the development of the central area of
Tenate City. In this research, the elements that form
identity are the physical elements of the area, based on the
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potential of the area in terms of buildings, areas,
archaeology, history and ethnography in the historical area
of Ternate. Using a qualitative approach to determine the
potential and historical value of the central area of Ternate
City was done by collecting data using observation,
interviews and literature study methods [37].

First of all, collect literature studies in the form of
studies of research results about the central area of Ternate
City as well as data from related technical agencies to
determine the potential of areas containing historical value
including the status of cultural heritage in the central area
of Ternate City. The data that has been found is then
developed using observation methods and in-depth
interviews to search for and collect data directly and find a
comprehensive picture of the research object regarding the
potential of the area which contains historical value,
including buildings, artifacts, structures, areas, activities
and road networks in the central area. Ternate City.

The observation locations are focused on historical areas,
namely Kadaton Sultanate of Ternate, Kampong Makassar,
Kampong Tenga, Kampong Falajawa and the Islamic and
Chinese burial areas. Meanwhile, in-depth interviews were
conducted with sultanate elders, village elders including
Makassar Capita, Arab Capita and Chinese Capita, as well
as historians to dig up information about the values and
uniqueness of the region to strengthen the data found
during field observations and literature studies.

Data analysis was carried out by tabulating data from
field observations and interviews, then stratifying them to
find the physical elements of the area in the form of
buildings, artifacts, structures, areas, activities and road
networks as elements that form the area's identity as a
historic area. Next, the tabulation of the analysis results is
described in the form of a series of words to see how strong
the potential can be as an element forming regional identity
and how much influence it has on the development of the
central area of Ternate City.

4. Results and Discussion

North Maluku is a province located in the eastern part of
Indonesia, known as a center for the spice trade since
ancient times, visited by traders from Arabia, China and
Europe. Ternate has a unique character because apart from
being a city, it is also an island as well as a sultanate, where
the Sultanate of Ternate is one of the oldest Islamic
kingdoms in North Maluku and Indonesia, founded in 1257
by Baab Mashur Malamo. Ternate is the center of the
world spice trade, and has many historical remains, one of
which is the Palace of the Sultanate of Ternate and various
old mosques which are silent witnesses to its historical
journey.
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The research location is the central area of Ternate City,
which is based on the zoning system regulated in the
Ternate City spatial Experts' views about regional identity
that can be planned. The center of Ternate City is located in
Central Ternate District which includes: East Makassar,
West Makassar, Salahuddin, Kalumpang, Santiong,
Gamalama, Moya, Kampung Pisang, Marikurubu,
Muhajirin, Tanah raja, Maliaro, Stadion, Takoma Districts.
However, if we refer to the history and origins of the
central area of Ternate City, the areas that have a history
related to the central area of Ternate City and will be the
research area are: Kampong Makassar, Kampong Chinese
and Kampong Arab which are located in East Makassar
Urban Village, Gamalama Urban Village, Santiong Urban
Village, Tanah Raja Urban Village and Muhajirin Urban
Village (figure 1).

The dynamics of the development of Ternate City,
especially the Ternate City Center, cannot be separated
from the history of the existence of the Ternate Sultanate
which was the forerunner to the existence of the Ternate
region, occupation by European nations such as: the
Portuguese, the Spanish, especially the Dutch VOC which
had a lot of influence on the existence and shape of the

Ternate City center, as well as the arrival of the community.

Ethnicity and forming settlements became the embryo for
the formation of the current central area of Ternate City. In
the historical context of a long journey involving the above
elements as conditions that influence the formation of
historical elements and cultural heritage, it gives its own
color to the spatial characteristics of the central area of
Ternate city. So it is very important to rediscover through
identification of historical buildings and cultural heritage
which have potential as identity-forming elements.

In the context of this research, historical documents and
artifacts (buildings, monuments, and structures) related to
noteworthy events or activities are documented.
Additionally, interviews are conducted to get general
public views on the region's unique qualities and activities
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are tangible components with historical significance. The
physical elements referred to are based on experts in
determining regional identity and can be used in collecting
data, carrying out analysis and finding results as in table 1.

To find out the physical elements that form identity
based on the views in table 1, the researcher carried out
direct observations and field studies to identify the
relationship between the environment/area and the
activities that take place in it. Documentation of historical
documents and objects (buildings, monuments, and
structures) connected to significant events or activities, as
well as interviews to gather opinions from the general
population about what makes the region special and what
kinds of activities make it unique. From the field data
findings, a descriptive analysis was then carried out to
describe the conditions, activities and elements of
buildings and areas with historical value with the support
of narratives obtained from interviews and literature
studies from related agencies, illustrating that physical
elements that form the identity of the central area of
Ternate City were identified. into several parts, namely: 1).
Cultural heritage, tracing the elements of historical objects
in the form of cultural heritage, including structures,
buildings and sites, by identifying them and making
recommendations for preservation. 2) Historic Areas,
identifying historical areas whose existence still exists,
which in the context of the meaning of place are areas that
are all formed through ethnicity, culture and community
activities which form harmonious, inclusive spaces. 3)
Activity and circulation, identifying activity centers in the
central area of Ternate City which occur in circulation
routes which in the process of their historical journey were
trade centers whose perpetrators were ethnic communities,
both Indonesian and foreign. Until now, this form of
activity in the area and circulation routes still characterizes
it as part of the area and ethnic activities, so it is important
to preserve it because it contains a certain meaning for the
area.

Table 1. Physical Elements that Form the Identity of Historic Areas
ROGER TRANCIK ALDO ROSI HAMID SHIRVANI KEVIN LYNCH
Environment / Area Artifact Building Elements Area Unigueness

Activity Events/activities

Architectural Form

Events/activities

Source: reduced from opinion Trancik (1986), Rossi (1984), Shirvani (1985), Lynch (1960).
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4.1. Cultural Heritage in Ternate City Center

Ternate City Center in its development is a witness to a
historical journey involving many aspects and perpetrators
of events. At that time, Maluku was a spice area, making
Ternate the center of the port and spice trade and a
destination for foreign traders such as traders from China,
Arabia and Gujarat, and traders from the archipelago such
as Java, Malacca and Makassar (13th century), Portuguese
and Spanish (16th century) and the entry of the VOC (17th
century), as well as the long history of the formation of the
Sultanate of Ternate. The process of forming the central
area of Ternate City has left historical traces in the form of
cultural heritage in the form of sites, buildings and
structures as potential areas that need to be preserved.

Based on research results from observations made, the
following physical elements are the historical potential of
the central area of Ternate City in the form of cultural
heritage. Table 2, figure 2 and figure 3 illustrate that
around 39 pieces of cultural heritage in the form of
buildings, objects, sites and structures were identified as
being in the central area of Ternate City. Of the 39 cultural
heritage sites identified, 11 of them are still original, 10
have been revitalized, 10 have had roof materials replaced,
3 have had partial materials replaced, and 5 have had
reconstruction. There are many cultural heritage sites that
provide the potential not only to restore the unique values
of the region but also to be of economic value for the
region and society. However, the existence of this cultural
heritage needs special attention from the government for
mitigation so that its existence can be maintained.

Findings of cultural heritage in the central area of
Ternate City are spread in almost all areas, and their
identification and distribution can be seen in table 1, figure
2 and figure 3 which, if classified, consist of:

The Potential of Ternate City Center as an Identity-Forming Element of a Historical City Area

1. cultural heritage from the Ternate Sultanate in the
form of the Ternate Sultanate area, the Sultanate
mosque and the family cemetery area of the Ternate
Sultanate.

2. cultural heritage from the Dutch VOC, in the form of
the Orange Fort area and buildings (houses) from the
Dutch VOC.

3. cultural heritage from Indonesian ethnic groups and
immigrant ethnic groups as well as religious
communities in the form of ethnic houses and
settlements, Ternate people's houses, as well as places
of worship such as Arab mosques, temples and
churches which historically have been present along
with the existence of these ethnic and religious
communities.

This proves that the influence of the Sultanate of Ternate
(ruler of the Ternate region), the Dutch VOC (colonizers of
the Ternate region), and ethnic communities (trade
pioneers in Ternate) is still very strong, but the strength of
the physical elements of the region is not visible and well
formulated.

By identifying cultural heritage, it can become a
reference for policy makers in every program, be it
development programs or revitalization programs. From a
socio-economic perspective, this cultural heritage, apart
from being a tourist attraction, can also improve the local
economy. In terms of community participation, it can
increase awareness and appreciation of culture and
historical heritage. Like the existence of Fort Oranje, apart
from being a cultural heritage building, there are many
activities such as cultural festivals, arts, exhibitions, as well
as social and economic activities (such as the increasing
number of culinary practitioners around the fort). It even
became a regular martial arts activity in the fort yard.
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Table 2. Objects, Categories and Status of Cultural Heritage in Ternate City
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Number Cultural Heritage Objects Category Condition
1 2 3 4
1 Ternate Kadaton Building Revitalized
2 Ternate Sultanate Family cemetery complex Situs original
3 Ngara Lamo Structure original
4 Ternate Sultanate Mosque Building Revitalized
5 Old House in Kampong Makassar Building Replacement of roof material
6 Old House in Kampong Makassar Building Replacement of roof material
7 Old House in Kampong Makassar Building Replacement of roof material
8 Old House in Kampong Makassar Building Replacement of roof material
9 Outer Cannon fort Oranje Structure original
10 Fort Oranje Situs Revitalized
11 Thian Hou King Pagoda Building Redevelopment
12 Bridge Residen Structure Revitalized
13 Harbor Warehouse Building Original
14 Tidore Kadaton in Ternate Building Redevelopment
15 Old House in Falajawa Building Replacement of roof material
16 Male Holding Cell B, Former Class 11B Detention Center Building Partial material replacement
17 Chinese Tomb Complex Situs Original
18 Cannon in Fort Orange Building Original
19 Dutch tomb complex (Kerkoff) Situs Original
20 Old House in Kampong Makassar Building Replacement of roof material
21 RRI North Maluku Office Building Redevelopment
22 Kadaron Ternate Canon Object Original
23 Ake Santosa (Ternate Sultanate Water Park) Structure Revitalized
24 Dodoku Ali gate Structure Revitalized
25 Bululumadehe (Ternate Sultanate Pier Guard Post) Structure Original
26 Sigi Cim Mosque Building Redevelopment
27 Old House in Kampong Makassar Building Replacement of roof material
28 Makassar Capita House Building Replacement of roof material
29 Cultural Heritage UPTD Office Building Revitalized
30 Fort Oranje Guard Post Building Revitalized
31 Arab Capita House Building Replacement of roof material
32 Old House in Kampong Arab Building Replacement of roof material
33 Long Barreled Weapons Object Original
34 Male Detention Cell A Former Detention Center Class 11B Building Partial material replacement
35 Stone Church Building Replacement of roof material
36 North Side Watch Tower Former Kls Detention Center. 1B Building Original
37 Fort Oranje Prisoner's House Building Revitalized
38 Herb and Spice Museum Building Revitalized
39 Tomb of Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin I1 Structure Redevelopment

Source: Results of Observations, Interviews, BPCB North Maluku, (2023)
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Source: processed from Observation Results, RTRW Map 2012-2032 and Google Earth, 2021
Figure 2. Map of the Distribution of Cultural Heritage in the Central Area of Ternate City
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Source: processed from Observation Results, RTRW Map 2012-2032 and Google Earth, 2021
Figure 3. Map of the Distribution of Cultural Heritage in the Central Area of Ternate City

4.2. Historical Buildings and Areas in the Center of Ternate City

Apart from the discovery of cultural heritage in the form of artifacts in the city center area, there are also several
historical areas which have historically been an important factor in the formation of the central area of Ternate City. The
existence of this area can be seen in Figure 4 below.
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Figure 4. Area Map of Historically Valued Areas in the Ternate City Center area

In the central area of Ternate City there are also
historical areas whose existence is not only related to the
physical area but also related to the ethnicity of the people
who occupy it. The ethnic diversity that occupies the
central area of Ternate City is inseparable from the richness
of spices and the role of Ternate Island in ancient times as a
sea port as a gateway for traders, both immigrants and
ethnic Indonesians and Europeans. The historic buildings
and areas in the center of Ternate City can be seen linearly
stretching from north to south from the Ternate Sultanate
area to the Ahmad Yani sea port. These buildings and areas
each have their own characteristics:

1. The Kadaton area of the Sultanate of Ternate, is a
traditional area and is also the City Area of the
Sultanate of Ternate, an area that has existed since the
15th century and consists of several building masses,
namely:

a.

kadaton of the Sultanate of Ternate, which was
built on November 24, 1813 by Sultan
Muhammad Ali on the Limau Santosa hill with
an area of 44,560 m?. It is octagonal in shape
with two stairs, especially on the left and right
sides of the front. This building depicts a lion
sitting with its two front legs supporting its head.
Ternate Sultanate Mosque (Sigi Lamo), a
mosque consisting of a men's mosque and to the
right there is a smaller women's mosque. The
Sultan of Ternate Mosque was built with a
material composition made from a layer of stone
with an adhesive made from a mixture of
kalumpang tree bark. Meanwhile the
architecture takes a rectangular shape with a
pyramid-shaped roof, where each roof is filled
with carved trellises. This architecture seems to
be a typical architectural style of early mosques
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in the archipelago, such as the first mosques in
Java where the roof was not dome-shaped, but a
pyramid.

C. Ternate Sultan Family Graveyard, located
behind the Ternate Sultanate Mosque, several
kings and sultans are buried there and some are
buried in the foramadiahi.

d. Ternate Sultanate Square, located to the east of
the Ternate Sultanate Palace and directly
adjacent to the port of the Ternate Sultanate.

e. Dodoku Mari Pier, or dodoku ali, is the port of
the Ternate sultanate which has a gate called
Bolulu Madede.

f.  Ngara Lamo, which means big door, is the main
entrance and exit to the Ternate Sultanate area.
The existence of Ngara Lamo is still there but
the position of the road, due to considerations of
need, the road has been moved to the west of
Ngara Lamo

Kampong Makassar Settlement, is the first
settlement found after the Ternate Sultanate Area. The
settlement pattern is linear to the south with the
Sultanate of Ternate, with the presence of a mosque
named Sigi Cim. which is still the mosque of the
Sultanate of Ternate. The development process is in
two directions, namely towards the sea coast (east)
which is predominantly inhabited by Makassar Bugis
ethnic groups and towards the west which is
predominantly inhabited by local ethnic groups and
some Palembang ethnic groups as traders.

Fort Orange area, is a former Dutch VOC city,
which morphologically is located in the middle of the
central area of Ternate City. Its existence at that time
had a strong influence on the location of ethnic
settlements.

Kampong Tenga Settlemen. This settlement is
located in the middle to the south of Fort Oranje, an
ethnic settlement whose community consists of ethnic
Chinese and Arap living in segregate pluralism. This
is marked by the presence of Arabic mosques and
Chinese temples which were built only limited by the
road.

Kampong Falajawa Settlemen. In
socio-economic life, this settlement

terms of
has a
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characteristic Arab ethnic style that tends to be
stronger. The residential pattern is centralized with
the main entrance located next to the mosque,
surrounded by primary and secondary roads with
rows of shops on the side of the primary road.
Islamic and Chinese burial areas. The history of
the existence of this cemetery comes from a land
grant by ethnic Chinese Muslims covering an area of
100 ha which divided the land into an Islamic
cemetery and a Chinese cemetery. However, as
development progressed, some of the land was later
converted into residential areas. In the Islamic
cemetery there is a Dutch cemetery and the grave of
Sultan Badaruddin II who was exiled and later died in
Ternate.

Santo Willibrordus Catholic Church or Stone
Church. The arrival of Catholic Christianity to
Ternate was inseparable from the spice expansion
carried out by the Portuguese and Spanish in 1515.
One historical proof is the founding of the first
Catholic church in Indonesia in 1570 by the first
missionary to North Maluku, namely Father
Fransiscus Xaverius. The architectural form is very
identical to the old Catholic churches in Ambon

4.3. Activity Patterns in the Central Area of Ternate

City

Several activity centers still exist and contain historical

value as in Figure 5, among others:

1.

Nukila Street, located on the southern side of
Kampung Tenga, is the center of economic activity.
The majority of whom are ethnic Arabs, and some of
the buildings are still original and are relics of the
past.

MT. Habib Abu Bakar Al Attas street, located on the
north side of Tenga village, is also the center of
economic activity for ethnic Arabs and ethnic
Chinese

Hasan Boesoeri street, located on the east side of
Kampung Tenga, is the economic center of Ternate
City in the form of shops whose activities are varied,
but the majority are inhabited by Arab, Chinese,
Bugis-Makassar and Palembang ethnicities.
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Source: processed from Observation Results, RTRW Map 2012-2032 and Google Earth, 2021

Figure 5. Map of Economic Activities with Historical Value in the Central City of Ternate area

5. Conclusions

The central area of Ternate City has a very important
position both in terms of history and culture through a long
process starting from the Ternate Sultanate period, the
colonial period, to the era of independence and
modernization. Based on the results of identifying the
potential of the central area of Ternate City, it can be
concluded that several physical elements of the area can be
elements that form an identity as a historical area:

a. There are 39 cultural heritage sites, buildings and
structures that have a strong connection to past events
whose existence must be maintained. The physical
condition of some cultural heritage sites is still
original and requires conservation to maintain its
authenticity and some changes have been made. If we

look at the projected condition of cultural heritage,
there is still a big opportunity for the city to bring
back existing cultural heritage as potential in shaping
the identity of the region and the center of Ternate
City

There are 6 areas whose existence is part of the
process of forming the central area of Ternate City
and have strong historical value as areas that have
unique characteristics. Besides that, it has an
important role in the development and progress of the
Ternate City area today.

There are 3 activity centers that mark the strength of
ethnicity in the central area of Ternate city in terms of
economic activity. Nukila street, MT. Habib
Abubakar Al Attas street, and Bosoiri street are the
three central corridors of the area which are symbols
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and economic strength for ethnic communities. So
that the three corridors in the Kampong Tenga area
can become the forerunner to the area's identity as an
ethnic economic area.

It is important to identify historical elements as the
potential to form the identity of the central area of Ternate
City, so that as the central area of Ternate City develops, it
does not lose its character and the physical footprint of the
area which has historical value and the historical continuity
of the city area is interrupted. The existence of so many
cultural heritage sites and historical areas has become the
starting point for the formation of the center of Ternate
City, so that the historical characteristics and character that
form the central area of Ternate City can come back to life.
Reviving the existence of cultural heritage in the central
area of Ternate City can also indirectly increase the
economic value of the area and tourist attraction, as well as
rebuild ties with the past and give a more diverse feel to the
city. So it is important for the Government to regenerate
cultural heritage areas in Kota Tua through comprehensive
policies and regulations. This then opens up opportunities
for investors to develop their business in the area, besides
that the government can still preserve cultural heritage
buildings so that they do not experience many changes.

From a socio-cultural aspect, the preservation of ancient
buildings will foster close ties between the present and the
past and create pride and self-esteem as a nation. From the
physical aspect, the existence of ancient historic buildings
will enrich the face of the environment and create a unique
and characteristic city identity. Documenting historical
places leads to a relevant appreciation of the importance of
a place. This is also intended to provide meaning,
understanding, definition and recognition of cultural
values.

Seeing how strong the historical potential is in the
central area of Ternate City as an element forming regional
identity, this paper can be used as initial material in order to
identify the uniqueness and identity of the region in efforts
and as a direction for regional planning and development as
well as for further research. In the context of regional
development, the concept of identity can be used as a
precedent in the appearance of project designs for both
areas and buildings. So that regional development shaped
by cultural, socio-economic and institutional specificities
can apply local/global design precedents. The concept is in
a tourism-oriented mindset and to maintain and enhance
the specific identity of the city center. So it becomes an
active way to reconcile conservation, sustainability and
development management goals.
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