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Abstract  The spatial environment of our cities is the 

result of a continuous negotiation among the built 

environment, bodily experience, and urban policy 

processes. Thus, many urban spaces are challenging these 

constraints and become in continuous transformation such 

as city streets, squares, and passageways. This research 

explores critically Downtown Cairo passageways through 

the lens of production of space theory. Aiming to 

understand the multiple aspects that may help to read the 

un-noticed everyday spaces inside the city center, Henry 

Lefebvre’s theory was interpreted into a theoretical 

framework to be contributed to empirical work in order to 

present an alternative dialogue including socio-spatial 

aspects for passageways. While several researchers studied 

Downtown Cairo different urban spaces, the passageways 

have only been briefly addressed through physical 

investigation. Accordingly, two pedestrian passageway 

zones in Downtown Cairo were selected as study areas. 

Methodologically, the qualitative approach was adopted 

and the data collection was based on observations with 

behavioral mappings, photographs, and field notes. The 

findings were steered to conceptualize the production of 

Downtown Cairo passageways through the practices of 

everyday life by understanding the connections between 

the three aspects of space production; physical space, 

everyday life, and the role of the authority. The research 

revealed three conceptions that were incorporated into 

Downtown passageways narratives. First, the spatial 

qualities and official planning approaches were addressed. 

Secondly, the life on the passageways was analyzed in 

order to understand the everyday practices and their 

connection to the physical space in each study area. The 

third part addressed the flexibility of the passageways 

environment through individual and collective 

appropriation practices. In conclusion, the study highlights 

that there is a constant tension between the everyday space 

and the power of authority in Downtown passageways 

which affirms the state of ‘in-between’ of such urban 

spaces inside our city centers. 

Keywords  Downtown Cairo, Production of Space, 

Passageways, Everyday Life, Authority 

1. Introduction

The social dynamics and physical forms continuously 

change as people live and rehabilitate the urban settings of 

cities. For Lefebvre [1], urban space is constructed by 

activities that occur in everyday life, and he considers 

everyday life as a historical product and at the same time 

as a producer of lived spaces. Therefore, it is believed that 

everyday life should be the real concern of architects and 

planners. Urban areas that are active, largely used, and 

open to people without any restrictions are considered 

important settings for social interaction and serve as 

gathering spots for various social groupings. They are 

capable of fostering a sense of belonging [2-4]. Pedestrian 

public spaces are considered as essential urban spaces in 

our cities for the continuation of urban life. They are 



3064 The Production of Downtown Cairo Passageways: Exploring the Socio-Spatial Narratives  

 

acknowledged as distinguishing features of cities [5]. They 

create an appealing representation of the city by including 

numerous aspects that for many people might stimulate 

strolling, recreation, and cultural exchange. 

On the urban scene, city center passageways are 

considered a display scale of the daily life of the city, they 

are places where the user experiences the material and 

intangible elements of the city in different ways. They act 

as hidden places within the urban system of the city and 

unexpected places to be found in the dense streets as 

subspaces [6]. Many cities in the world have discovered the 

capability of such ‘in-between spaces’ in city centers to 

stimulate public life [1], as they can create possibilities for 

social, cultural, and natural transformation, where various 

potential opportunities can emerge. In the case of Cairo, the 

passageways are one of the key elements of the urban 

morphology of the Downtown area. They represent the 

parallel network for accessibility and a pedestrian network 

where one can experience and enjoy city life [7]. They are 

varied in their character, scale, land uses, and physical 

qualities. However, each passageway is unique in its own 

[7,8]. As pedestrian spaces, these urban spaces support the 

discussion on linking the social and spatial realities [5]. 

While several researchers studied Downtown different 

urban spaces, the passageways have only been briefly 

addressed through physical investigation. As a result, they 

represent good places for investigating the variations 

between the intended use of the area and the unexpected 

practices by everyday users that stimulate the spatial and 

socio-economic aspects of city life.  

The selected case studies have faced many alterations 

since they developed in the early 1900s, and they are still 

one of the vital areas in the heart of the city center. Thus, 

they embody the deliberate policies of urban planning and 

unpremeditated revelations of social life. Thus, provides an 

opportunity to discuss the social and physical making of 

everyday life and space. This study aims to read Downtown 

Cairo passageways from the lens of ‘space production’ 

theory as represented by theorist Henry Lefebvre. By 

applying a theoretical framework based on theory 

interpretation, the framework will cover the three aspects 

of space; physical, everyday life, and authority’s power. 

2. A Dialectic Conception of Space 

In his book ‘Lefebvre, love, and struggle’, Rob Shields 

[9] emphasized that spatial dialectics highlights the urban 

space as a social space in which everyday perception, 

spatial theory and lived space are merged. This explanation 

was inspired by the conceptual triadic approach which was 

represented by the sociologist Henri Lefebvre in his work 

‘The production of space’. For him, space is not simply a 

void that is in the hold to be filled with materials and 

meanings, but it is a process of physical and social activities. 

He asserted that his analysis is tackling the holistic 

processes of production that are engaged in a complex 

urban everyday space [10]. Consequently, Lefebvre 

represented three moments for the production of space: 

spatial practices (perceived space), representational space 

(lived space), and representations of space (conceived 

space). 

The spatial practices are related to the physical space, 

they are objective and valuable for material analysis [1]. 

The analysis of this moment of space can provide a better 

understanding of the "structured daily life...and urban 

reality” [11]. Also, Lefebvre discussed the representational 

space as a space of inhabitants and users, where social 

relations take place and where people actively experience 

it in everyday life. This space is where people adapt the 

designed space to fulfill their needs and modify it according 

to their preferences [4]. As we live in and through this 

representational space, it is noteworthy to mention that this 

space is originally controlled and shaped by those who have 

real power over the space ‘authority’. Authority is 

embodied in the built environment and integrated with the 

institutional structures of society, most likely the ‘state’, 

which is the case in Cairo situation. The manifestations of 

Egyptian state’s power on the built environment are usually 

translated into regeneration and space control decisions. 

Lefebvre has defined the representations of space as a 

space for “the practices of social and political power” [1], 

a space where the manipulation of users’ behavior is 

conducted. Therefore, the term ‘authority’ is used 

throughout this research to reflect the translation of the 

Egyptian’s governmental power over Downtown 

passageways. 

3. Interpreting Lefebvre's 'Production 
of Space' 

The conceptualization of space as represented by the 

theory indicates a thorough comprehension of the facets of 

space, yet it ends at a conceptual level without further 

understanding of how to employ it in a practical application. 

Thus, it is required to interpret each moment of space and 

understand the connections between the three moments in 

order to reach an empirical framework for urban study. 

This was accomplished by looking into how modern urban 

researchers understood and examined city public spaces. 

Figure 1 shows the theoretical framework of the research 

based on the theory interpretation. Corresponding to 

Lefebvre’s spatial practices in the space, a checklist of the 

spatial qualities of the physical space is put forward. The 

selected urban space quality parameters as shown in Table 

1, are chosen based on the significance allocated to them 

by multiple scholars from the relevant literature [2, 5, 12-

17]. 
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Figure 1.  Theoretical Framework Derived from ‘Production of Space’ Theory Interpretation 

Table 1.  Urban Space Quality Parameters and Components 

Parameter Components 

Access and Linkage 

Connect to transportation 

Existence of barriers 

Quality of pavement 

Separation of areas to walk and stand 

Diversity 

Commercial and residential 

Many types of different activities occurring at the same time 

Space is used by people of different genders and ages 

Legibility Landmarks, nodes, and definition points 

Attractiveness 

Attractive building facades 

Places for sitting 

Options to stand or linger 
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Table 1 continued 

 Shaded spaces 

Existence of landscape 

Degree of cleanliness 

Space is used throughout the day 

Safety 

Security figures present 

Illuminated during night-time 

Minimizing lost spaces. 

 

Moreover, to investigate how the representational space 

is actually grasped empirically, many scholars have called 

for the need to read the patterns of human behavior [2, 14, 

16, 17] which forms the understanding of the everyday life 

space. The investigation of behavior patterns in this study 

refers to the identification of the main actors, their posture, 

stationary and social activities, and the temporal 

appropriation practices. Finally, the representations of 

space were translated as the bases of practicing power and 

control over the space which was examined as authority’s 

power space. Besides examining each moment of space, 

the connections are also analyzed in order to present a 

holistic analysis of such in-between spaces.  

4. Research Methods 

Being complex and exploratory, this research adopts a 

qualitative approach as the most logical option to break 

down the layers of production of the selected case studies. 

As qualitative case study research excels at “telling the 

story” [18], it enables the creation of comprehensive 

knowledge of a problem, including subjective 

interpretations and personal opinions [19]. For the 

fieldwork, the observations were employed as data 

collection method. Place evaluation was conducted using 

direct observations for each passageway in each study area. 

The aim of this part was to study the physicality of each 

passageway in order to assess the urban quality based on a 

rating system (yes, average, and no). 

Walk-by observation was used to collect and record 

users' activities and appropriation with the use of base maps 

for each passage, photographs, and annotated notes. During 

each observation, the researchers walked slowly in each 

study area and conducted behavioral mappings to record 

the type of activities, the classification of people involved, 

and their locations. 12 observations were conducted during 

the daytime and 12 observations during the night. 

Observations were conducted between (9:00-12:00 AM 

and 5:00-9:00 PM) as shown in Table 2. These hours 

presented the peak traffic timing in each zone. And for each 

passageway, data were collected on both weekends and 

weekdays, between February and March 2022. 

4.1. City Passageways within Egyptian Context: The 

Case of Downtown Cairo 

The stroll around the public areas of Downtown Cairo is 

a pleasant experience and has a totally different taste from 

any other place in Cairo. This district was planned through 

the vision of Khedive Ismail ‘Haussmannian Paris along 

the Nile’. The Downtown district or as known as 

‘Khedivial Cairo’ was formed in the 1860s and reached its 

peak in 1907. It was a place where the élite and foreigners 

invested in royal residences and rich European architecture 

[20]. However, over the last 50 years, the district has 

deteriorated into a chaotic area affected by congested main 

streets and street vendors occupying the other routes 

including passageways. As a result, in the 1990s, the 

Egyptian government and private developers were aware of 

the need for intervention to restore the contemporary 

commercial center [21]. Also, the attention has been driven 

to the importance of the pedestrian zones inside the city 

center that are then created in the passageways spaces, in 

order to improve public life [8, 22]. 

Downtown passageways are classified as one of the 

urban spaces with different scales, characters and qualities 

[7, 8]. They form a pedestrian-friendly network away from 

the main roads' pollution and noise [7]. However, these 

spaces are not simply a gap between two or more city 

material forms, they are “spaces of mediation, and 

negotiation between binary conditions” [7] located on the 

‘in-between’ the public and private, formal and informal 

spatial appropriations. As they act as hidden places in the 

city, they behave as a background to respond to the 

immediate motives or everyday routines of people [23]. 

Furthermore, the significance of space activities and 

appropriation has been emphasized by many researchers. 

Exploring the relationship between the space quality and 

the use of passageways spaces will help to understand 

better the physical as well as the social structure of the city 

[8, 20, 21, 24-27]. 
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Table 2.  The Schedule of Observations for Each Passage 

Passage Name Weekend (AM) Weekend (PM) Weekday (AM) Weekday (PM) 

Al-Alfi 

9:00-10:00 5:00-6:00 9:00-10:00 5:00-6:00 

10:00-11:00 7:00-8:00 10:00-11:00 7:00-8:00 

11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 

Saraya Al-Azbekeya 

10:00-11:00 6:00-7:00 10:00-11:00 6:00-7:00 

11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 

9:00-10:00 7:00-8:00 9:00-10:00 7:00-8:00 

Zakarya Ahmed 

11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 

9:00-10:00 6:00-7:00 9:00-10:00 6:00-7:00 

10:00-11:00 6:00-7:00 10:00-11:00 6:00-7:00 

Al-Sharifayn 

9:00-10:00 5:00-6:00 9:00-10:00 5:00-6:00 

10:00-11:00 7:00-8:00 10:00-11:00 7:00-8:00 

11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 

Al-Qadi Al-Fadil 

10:00-11:00 6:00-7:00 10:00-11:00 6:00-7:00 

11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 

10:00-11:00 7:00-8:00 10:00-11:00 7:00-8:00 

Balmar 

11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 11:00-12:00 8:00-9:00 

9:00-10:00 6:00-7:00 9:00-10:00 6:00-7:00 

9:00-10:00 6:00-7:00 9:00-10:00 6:00-7:00 

 

4.2. Study Areas Identification 

According to ‘Cairo Lab for Urban Studies, Training and 

Environmental – CLUSTER’ there are nearly 162 

passageways in the Downtown area, and they are varied in 

morphology, scale as well as land-uses. The movement 

character is diverse from one passage to another, while 

some passages were fully pedestrianized, others were 

shared with vehicles. The selection criteria was limited to 

the two main zones in Downtown as shown in Figure 2.  

Those zones were selected because they represented the 

concentration of the formally pedestrianized passageways, 

and were considered pedestrian hubs in the city center. A 

total number of six passages were selected, and each zone 

consists of three passages, namely; Al-Alfi Bey, Saraya Al-

Azbekeya, Zakaria Ahmed, Al-Sharifayn, Al-Qadi Al-

Fadil, and Balmar passages. 
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Figure 2.  Downtown District with Selected Study Areas 
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5. Findings and Discussion 

The empirical analysis is thematically organized 

according to the sequence of the theoretical constructs in 

the literature. As shown in Figure 3, the first part relates to 

the analysis of the passageways’ urban qualities along with 

the connection between physical space and authority. The 

second part summarizes the users’ behavior patterns in 

each study area and discusses in what way the spatial 

qualities had influenced the everyday life on the 

passageways. The third part aimed to tackle the role of 

authority’s power over space, and how everyday life 

practices in terms of individual and collective spontaneous 

appropriations challenge the authority’s space ‘designed 

space’ in two case studies. 

5.1. Downtown Passageways between Celebrating 

Pedestrianization Prototype and Exclusion 

Downtown passageways had witnessed major 

interventions. Between 2014 and 2017, the selected six 

passageways were formally re-upgraded, the vehicles were 

banned, the passages were repaved, new passage furniture, 

infrastructure, and piping systems were installed, and 

planting trees along the passages. However, the top-down 

approaches adopted by the planners were different from 

one study area to another due to the land use and users’ 

diversity. First, there was an urge to accommodate 

pedestrianization in order to achieve a more pedestrian-

friendly city center. For that, it was Al-Alfi passageway 

that was selected as a pilot project conducted by Cairo 

Governorate in the 1990s. However, it was criticized by 

multiple scholars and labeled as an experimental project 

than a well-studied one [25, 28].  

During the 2014 development plan, study area 1 

passageways were upgraded and celebrated as the first 

pedestrian hub in Downtown. The on-site observations 

showed that the first study area is well-connected and 

linked in terms of access and linkage components. It is 

reflected in the good connections of one area to the 

surrounding environment, both visually and physically, as 

it eases accessibility and removes any doubt in users' minds 

about whether the space is public or not [16, 17]. Also, 

being commercial and service centers, these passageways 

present a good level of diverse land uses. Figure 4 shows 

the ground floor activities map. The variety of stores that 

provide products and services for everyday usage, and the 

openness of ground floor facades, are important 

components of the space's livability [2, 3, 17].  

Moreover, this area is highly legible as it has many 

landmarks such as Cairo Palace cinema (Figure 5) and 

multiple active nodes between the passageways as well as 

good defining points at the beginning and the end of each 

passage. As a result of diversity, this study area is 

considered attractive in terms of many components. While 

some components were available in all three passages such 

as the availability of greenery, options to sit, stand and 

linger and be used throughout the day (Figure 6), other 

components were rated differently in each passage. These 

components all together are helping to attract and gather 

more users to the space. Therefore, increasing the contact 

between users and space [2, 3, 12, 14, 16, 17]. Additionally, 

safety was represented in the area in different forms. 

However, it is evident that the more lost spaces, the lower 

the livability results [15]. And this is the case in Zakaria 

Ahmed passageway. After all, the more people engaged 

with the space the safer the space became [5, 14]. 

 

Figure 3.  The Three Moments of Passageway Production and the Connections between them 
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Figure 4.  Ground Floor Activities Map of Study Area 1 
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Figure 5.  Cairo Cinema Palace as a landmark at the intersection between 

Saraya Al-Azbekya and Zakaria Ahmed Passageways 

 

Figure 6.  Availability of Trees, Shading and Options to Sit in Alfi 

Passageway 

Unlike study area 1, in the second study area, there were 

multiple stakeholders involved in the development projects 

throughout the years, especially in Al-Sharifayn 

passageway. Back in 1999, Al-Sharifayn passageway was 

the focal point for the urban development intervention. The 

Secretary of State for Governmental Affairs was 

responsible for this, which was sponsored by the private 

sector [25]. However, the whole area went through an 

upgrading process again in the last few years. The main 

goal was to clear the public spaces of street vendors and 

any forms of illegal occupation derived from the sense of 

nostalgia to revive the Downtown area's diminished 

character, and aim to reclaim order that had erupted 

following 2011. Generally, the observations revealed the 

lack of spatial qualities that may sustain and activate the 

passageways. While the study area is rated as ‘yes’ and 

‘average’ in access and linkage components, it is rated as a 

low-diverse area as shown in the map (Figure 7), except in 

Balmar as the passage was observed used by people with 

different age groups and genders throughout the day.  

The lack of diversity is reflected in the urban vitality and 

sense of place in the area. To be useful and active, the area 

should attain the primary needs that in return would 

motivate people to visit and return regularly, and eventually 

develop a sense of place [2, 14]. Also, the area is kind of 

legible due to the availability of landmarks such as the 

Stock Exchange building and Cairo Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

Despite the lack of options to sit, linger, and stand, and the 

absence of sustained usage throughout the day in Al-

Sharifayn and Al-Qadi Al-Fadil, the area is rated between 

‘yes’ and ‘average’ in the other attractiveness components 

such as attractive building facades, existence of landscape 

and shaded spaces (Figures 8 and 9), and the appropriate 

degree of cleanliness. However, the absence of those 

components is significantly affecting the quality of the 

passageways in terms of attracting users and users’ comfort 

[14].  
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Figure 7.  Ground Floor Activities Map of Study Area 2 

While the security figures were highly represented in the 

area especially in Al-Sharifayn due to the financial and 

governmental activities that take place in this passageway, 

there were many lost spaces in this passage as well as in 

Al-Qadi Al-Fadil, and the observations showed that there 

is a lack of passageways night illumination in this study 

area as the passages were only illuminated by the shops 

lighting. The analysis highlighted that it is apparent that the 

only goal was to develop the area physically and avoid any 

future social clustering. This was achieved by banning 

certain types of land use such as restaurants and cafes along 

Al-Sharifayn and Al-Qadi al-Fadil passages and keeping 
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on the commercial activities such as clothing and shoe 

stores in Balmar passage. However, it is clear from the 

observations that the two study areas adopted different 

planning directions, one was to celebrate pedestrianization 

in terms of presenting a prototype that can attain and foster 

commercial and social engagement (study area 1), the other 

to exclude any societal interactions which comes as a result 

of poor physical qualities that are directly associated to the 

human aspect (study area 2), as shown in Table 3. 

 

Figure 8.  Availability of Palm Trees in                        Figure 9.  Arcade in Balmar Passageway 

Al-Sharifayn Passageway 

Table 3.  A Combined Urban Space Quality Assessment for Both Study Areas 

Parameter Components 

Study Area 1 Study Area 2 

Al-Alfi Bey 
Saraya Al-

Azbekeya 

Zakaria 

Ahmed 

Al-

Sharifayn 

Al-Qadi 

Al-Fadil 
Balmar 

Access & 

Linkage 

Connect to transportation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Existence of barriers Average Average Average Average Average Average 

Quality of pavement Yes Yes Average Yes Average Yes 

Separation of areas to walk and stand Yes Yes Yes Average Average Yes 

Diversity 

Commercial and residential Average Average Average No No Average 

Many types of different activities occurring 

at the same time 
Yes Yes No No No No 

Space is used by people of different genders 

and ages 
Yes Yes Yes Average No Yes 

Legibility Landmarks, nodes and definition points Yes Yes Average Yes No Yes 

Attractiveness 

Attractive building facades Yes Yes No Yes Average Yes 

Places for sitting Yes Average Average No No No 

Options to stand or linger Yes Yes Yes Average No Yes 

Shaded spaces Yes Average Average Average Average Yes 

Existence of landscape Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 

Degree of cleanliness Average Average Average Yes Average Yes 

Space is used throughout the day Yes Yes Yes No No Yes 

Safety 

Security figures present Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Illuminated during night-time Yes Yes Average Average Average Average 

Minimizing lost spaces. Yes Yes No No No Yes 
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5.2. Lived Spaces and Ordinary Designs: Life on the 

Passageways 

The analysis covered the main actors, their postures, and 

stationary and social activities. Overall, there is an 

observed difference between the everyday users and their 

behavior in each study area, the maps show the behavioral 

mapping of each study area during day and night times 

(Figures 10, 11, 12.a, 12.b, 14, 15, 16.a, 16.b). While in 

study area 1, there is a mix of users who provide services 

such as food and beverage employees’ stores, informal 

vendors, municipality workers, shoe cleaners, and 

photographers, there are also regular users such as families, 

elderly males, young and teenagers. Also, the users are 

from different genders and age groups. Furthermore, this 

area is considered a commercial hub, thus, the most 

observed posture is commercial seating followed by public 

seating. Moreover, the passageways in this study area are 

perceived as community places. Where multiple people 

from the surrounding buildings go shopping, dine and drink, 

and seek leisure time. To meet, observe people, and watch 

or engage in activities [3]. 

The behavioral mapping of stationary activities showed 

a wide range of activities including commercial and 

recreational ones. However, the most observed activity is 

the food and drinking due to the availability of many 

restaurants and cafes along the passageways, especially in 

Al-Alfi and Saraya Al-Azbekeya. Moreover, multiple 

stores are selling different products as well as offering 

various services. Therefore, this study area attracts 

different users with different social categories and needs. 

These passages are open without any conditions. 

Additionally, recreational activities are the second 

dominant ones.  

This included solo activities such as reading, listening to 

music, sitting, relaxing, and passively interacting with the 

daily routine of the passageways. Also, the group activities 

such as eating and drinking, playing, photography and even 

chatting, were taking place along the passages. Nightlife is 

a major part of study area 1. The number of people who are 

engaging in activities or passing by is much greater during 

nighttime than in daytime. Also, the results showed that 

during the night, more people are participating in collective 

activities rather than practicing individual ones. Thus, this 

kind of behavior is reflected in the social activities analysis 

as a high degree of socializing is recorded. The social 

groups are common between two to four persons per group. 

It is evident that this study area is livelier during the night, 

especially in Al-Alfi and Saraya Al-Azbekeya 

passageways, and the more vibrant the passageway is, the 

more it can offer room for both stationary and social 

activities to take place.  

On the other hand, the lack of physical qualities that are 

related to the diversity and attractiveness parameters is 

reflected in the human behavior in the second study area 

passageways. In these passageways, the daily actors are 

mostly formal workers such as; banks/stores employees 

and security guards. However, there is minimal 

appropriation of informal shoe cleaners. Actors who are 

related to leisure activities are also observed such as skaters 

and photographers. Additionally, these passageways are 

generally facilitating the compulsory users’ postures in 

space, walking, and standing. Unlike other postures such as 

sitting, these postures usually take place under all 

conditions despite the condition of the physical quality of 

the space [2]. 

Moreover, the absence of function diversity has a 

negative impact on stationary activities and the way the 

passageways may attract users from various age groups. 

For that, many observed activities are passive or have 

minimal interactions such as window shopping. However, 

recreational activities like listening to music and 

photography are commonly practiced as well. Furthermore, 

while here activities could be differentiated between self-

generating activities of the people and activities planned or 

organized by the authority [2], the dominant observed 

activities are unplanned ones, either it is skating or other 

recreational activities. In addition, there is a huge gap 

between the usages at day and night times. The high level 

of livability is supported by those improvised users’ 

activities during the night. This, however, helped to 

overcome the drawbacks of the poor spatial qualities. It is 

also reflected in the social interactions as many social 

clusters were occupying the passageways and engaging in 

different ways with each other. The research highlights that 

Downtown passageways are not just typical transition 

spaces or shortcuts within the traffic grid, they are dynamic 

places where one can grasp the background and hidden 

qualities of Downtown urban life. In both study areas, with 

their two different design approaches, the everyday life 

analysis shed light on the behavioral manifestations of 

people's responses to the passageway environment by 

linking the physical, social, and temporal aspects. This link 

helped to apprehend the idea of redefined functions, rules, 

and meanings of urban spaces through emergent chances of 

appropriation that are challenging the planned urban 

realities. 

5.3. The Aesthetics of Everyday: Embracing Individual 

and Collective Spontaneity in Space 

In the case of Cairo, the government increased its control 

over Downtown public places by enacting the Protests Law 

in 2013, which broadly outlaws large public groupings and 

protests 'The Egyptian Presidency, 2013' as cited in [29]. 

As a consequence, the Cairo Governorate decided to 

maintain its role as a solo controller over the area, resulting 

in a dominant position over the public management model. 

However, according to De Certeau [30], the produced 

urban space is not shaped by the official practices of 

planning only, but also depends on the wide range of 

individual and group everyday activities that seek to  
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reclaim public spaces through socio-spatial appropriations. 

Consequently, urban spaces are supposed to be sites of 

spontaneous usage where a variety of activities occur. In 

the urban setting, spontaneity is displayed as a dynamic 

concept and characterized as unplanned practices [31]. 

 

Figure 10.  A Combined Mapping of Two Walk-by Observations for Each Passageway (Weekday and Weekend) Showing Users’ Postures and 

Stationary Activities during Daytime - Each Icon and Dot Represents One Person, Unless Stated Otherwise 
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Figure 11.  A Combined Mapping of Two Walk-by Observations for Each Passageway (Weekday and Weekend) Showing Users’ Postures and 

Stationary Activities during Night-time - Each Icon and Dot Represents One Person, Unless Stated Otherwise 
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Figures 12a (Above) and 12b (below).  A Combined Mapping of Two Walk-by Observations for Each Passageway (Weekday and Weekend) Showing 

Social Activities during Daytime and Night-time - Each Icon and Dot Represents One Person, Unless Stated Otherwise 
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Figure 13.  A Combined Mapping of Two Walk-by Observations for Each Passageway (Weekday and Weekend) Showing Users’ Postures and 

Stationary Activities during Daytime - Each Icon and Dot Represents One Person, Unless Stated Otherwise 
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Figure 14.  A Combined Mapping of Two Walk-by Observations for Each Passageway (Weekday and Weekend) Showing Users’ Postures and 

Stationary Activities during Night-time - Each Icon and Dot Represents One Person, Unless Stated Otherwise 
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Figure 15a (Above) and 15b (below).  A Combined Mapping of Two Walk-by Observations for Each Passageway (Weekday and Weekend) Showing 

Social Activities during Daytime and Night-time - Each Icon and Dot Represents One Person, Unless Stated Otherwise 
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As a result, the practices of temporary appropriation 

constitute spontaneous activities that change both the 

environment and human perceptions of urban space. The 

study revealed two forms of temporary appropriation in the 

two case studies, economic and recreational. The economic 

temporary appropriation forms are referred to commerce or 

trade practices usually conducted without the permission of 

the governmental authorities [32]. These activities are 

found in Downtown passageways in terms of selling 

products such as clothes (Figure 16), by shoe cleaners who 

are occupying certain spots on the passages’ space as well 

as the buildings’ entrances (Figure 17), and in form of 

territorial extension including the spillover seating and 

product displays (Figure 18), and by stores’ workers to 

attract possible clients by promoting their businesses. 

Moreover, recreational practices such as playing, 

photographing, and informally resting, are all examples of 

recreational temporary appropriation activities that happen 

in the passageways (Figure 19). 

In addition, while the two forms of appropriations, 

economical and recreational are found in both study areas, 

the intensity of the practices varied from one case study to 

another. In study area 1, the high presence of informal 

economical activities is happening on the passageways. 

The actors of those practices are scattered along the 

passageways, especially in Al-Alfi passage due to the 

availability of public physical artifacts such as benches and 

raised planters that they can occupy. This high level of 

informal engagement usually occurs during the nighttime 

as the passages are more active. On the other hand, there is 

minimal economical practice in study area 2, precisely in 

Balmar passage in the forms of shoe cleaning. However, 

the intensity of temporary appropriation recreational 

practices in terms of the individual as well as collective 

ones is roughly high. Playing such as skating is a dominant 

pop-up practice. 

The degree of authority presence and intervention has a 

direct impact on this practice's variation from one study 

area to another. Generally, the authority’s role in 

intervening in daily practices in study area 1 is lower than 

in study area 2. In the first one, the authority’s power is 

usually practiced for the goal to minimize as much as 

possible large gatherings. On the contrary, there is this 

‘openness’ towards informal practices that are related to 

financial benefits such as street vendors as they are one-to-

one interactions. However, illegal economical practices are 

minimized and usually prohibited in the second case study 

passageways. The intention to remove informality is highly 

presented. Even though there are two design and 

development directions adopted by the ‘authority’, the idea 

of challenging the ‘designed space’ through spontaneous 

practices such as economic appropriation in study area 1 

and recreational practices in study area 2 is clarified. 

The acknowledgment of urban spaces to be reclaimed 

through daily appropriations is aligned with Lefebvre’s 

notion of ‘the right to the city’ [33]. Although those 

spontaneous appropriations are intellectually fascinating, 

they still struggle to find a concrete spatial definition. 

However, these appropriations are direct interventions on 

everyday aesthetics and highlight the ability of Downtown 

passageways to shift from a movement corridor to a lively 

recreational place with economic opportunities for its users. 

 

Figure 16.  Informal Vendors Sitting and Displaying Products on Al-Alfi Passageway Seats [34] 
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Figure 17.  Shoe Cleaner in Al-Alfi and Balmar Passageways [34] 

 

Figure 18.  Shops Territory Extension Including the Spillover Seating and Products [34] 
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Figure 19.  Skaters Occupying Al-Sharifayn Passageway during Nighttime [34] 

6. Conclusions 

The current outcome of the passageway as a contested 

space enhances the understanding of such in-between 

spaces by reflecting on the constant tension between 

authority and everyday life over the physical space, and 

how this tension is different from one study area to another 

despite being located within the same context. The results 

of this research were aimed to conceptualize the production 

of Downtown Cairo passageways through the practices of 

everyday life. Which was framed into three main points 

reflecting the three connections between the aspects of 

space production; physical space, everyday life, and 

authority.  

Firstly, the results identified the spatial qualities of each 

passageway, and it showed how two contradicted spatial 

practices approaches that are adopted by the authority are 

reflected in two different passageway zones in Downtown. 

In study area one, there was an obvious target to celebrate 

the diversity and revive the commercial character of the 

area. While in the second study area, there was an agenda 

to exclude the collective usage of space translated into the 

neglection of physical qualities that have a direct effect on 

the social aspect of the passageways’ daily usage. This is 

reflected on the life on the passageways in both study areas. 

The results in the second section highlighted that the lack 

of diversity and attractiveness parameters in study area 2 

had led this area to support the compulsory users’ postures 

in space only, such as walking and standing. While in study 

area 1, more variety of postures had emerged due to the 

availability of various physical qualities. The results of the 

behavioral mappings shed light on the everyday life 

manifestations on each passageway. Thirdly, the research 

showed that flexibility of space is important in a 

passageways environment. Downtown passageways in 

both case studies are particularly flexible. From 

opportunities for individuals to arrange furniture, occupy 

spaces, and modify it according to their needs as in study 

area 1 passageways, or to reclaim the transition spaces and 

change them to recreational places as in study area 2 

passageways. 

Based on the post-design analysis, it is recommended 

that the various appropriations in each study area be 

considered for future upgrading. Aligning with [7, 8] that 

each passageway is unique and has its character, there is no 

one solution that might be the right for all passageway 

typologies, however, research that connects planned 

practices and the lived experiences associated with their 

changes and appropriations to the passageway environment 

can be seen as an important step that may assist whatever 

changes are made on the ground to be evidence-based 

rather than experimental, thus wasting resources. Therefore, 

the presented framework presents a holistic process 

regarding tracing the production of the existing space.  

The research attempted to present an alternative 

discussion considering the socio-spatial aspects in order to 

unfold the interwoven dimensions of the production of 

Downtown passageways. This adds to a growing body of 

literature on architecture and urban theory interpretations 

for empirical investigations aiming to be contributed to 

future human-oriented urbanism studies and passageways 

urban developments. 
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