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Abstract Brazil has had a very big influence in
football for years, with numerous players and coaches
having secured playing and coaching contracts in leagues
worldwide. Ironically, how Brazil has become so
successful in producing so many supernaturally talented
players has scarcely received scholarly attention. Therefore,
the current study aimed to reach a deeper understanding of
how supernaturally talented players often emerge from
Brazil. Six coaches and 18 players from S& Paolo second
division league clubs, and four sports science experts from
Universidade de S& Paolo, were involved in this study. A
qualitative study design was conducted where data were
collected using an open-ended semi-structured in-depth
interview, observations, and field notes during a
three-month attachment program in S& Paolo. The data
were analysed using thematic analysis. As a result, seven
core themes emerged: football culture, appreciation culture,
futebol de vazea, Futebol de Salao (Futsal), small-sided
game, winning mentality, and competition structure.
Exchange programs involving coaches, players, sports
coaching students and sports science experts should be
seriously carried out between Brazil and developing
countries in football.

Keywords Football Development,
Talent, Football Skills, Football Players

Supernatural

1. Introduction

Since football was introduced to Brazil by Charles
Miller in 1895 [1], the world has since never failed to be
shown a Brazilian supernaturally talented player, from
Pele's era to Neymar’s era. Brazil is a 'factory' of players;
1,493 Brazilian players were transferred in 2014, making
up 11.41 percent of the overall number of players traded
[2]. The Brazilians refer to their nation as a land of
football. Guterman [3] identified football in Brazil as a
social movement that distinguishes its people and
describes the country's history [3]. Football is profoundly
rooted in Brazilian society, to the point that the country is
seen by most of the world through the prism of the
Brazilian National Football Team. Brazil has transformed
football into a beautiful art form and instrument for social
cohesion since it was brought to this South American
country 127 years ago [1]. Within decades, it was the
most potent symbol of Brazilian identity. The Brazilian
National Team has won more World Cups than anyone
else. In addition, Brazilians have invented a flamboyant,
thrilling and graceful style that has set an unattainable
benchmark for the rest of the world. Brazilians call it
‘futebol-arte,' or art-football. The miracle achievements
and the culture of football that exists in the heart of
Brazilian society call for analysis. Therefore, this study
aims to explore and discover how Brazil is capable of
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being the most successful football nation, producing
supernaturally talented football players.

2. Literature Review

Football is Brazil's most-followed sport and one of the
world's most famous, drawing huge audiences from a
number of countries and different cultures [4,5]. Not only
is it an enduring passion, but it also has significant
economic and social implications [4,6,7]. Today,
football's heritage is also a history of social struggle in the
largest South American country, which now has a special
sociological significance. Football provides access to the
fundamental aspects of social life in Brazil. In Brazil,
football is more than just a game for the masses, a symbol
of social life par excellence. With its conflict between
becoming an elite sport and enjoying fun for the people,
the early history of Brazilian football also marked the
beginning of a period of popularization in which football
became the most dominant manifestation of the so-called
mainstream culture of the region.

When the Brazilian football team managed to become
world champions in 2002, the country experienced a new
phase of economic and industrial growth and a period of
optimism and euphoria [8]. Brazil has the most
professional football players than any other country in the
world (CIES Football Observatory, 2020). An abundance
of players and a passion for playing helped the Brazilian
football team become the first-ever five-time champion of
the World Cup (1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, and 2002).
Brazil's two consecutive and incontestable World Cup
victories were essentially the product of players like Pelé
and Garrincha, representing the revival and dominance of
artistic football defeated in 1950, with swing and samba;
the triumph of art overpowers, imagination and
spontaneity over rationality, and nature over technology.
In short, Brazil has produced many supernatural skill
players who have produced football victories. The country
has really benefited from a combination of differences
among those who are rich in the passion for football [6].

Sport, particularly football, has a high profile in Brazil
and enjoys great popularity among both boys and girls,
and among the young and old. Football and educational
sports programs provide an ability to meet and positively
impact a significant segment of the population, which is
central to the development process [9]. According to
Fonseca and Garganta [10], a Brazilian case study in
sports, especially football, is not only a 'hook' but also a
platform for the educational process, facilitating the kinds
of interactions and relationships between people that are
essential to mobilize the type of community action that
the programs are intended for. While the program's
educational element is necessary to promote progress,
youth within the group case study emphasize that sport is
crucial to overcome ongoing struggles in their everyday
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lives at a fundamental level. As Pimenta [6] mentioned,
the concept of sports as a background for escapism is
prevalent, according to the athletes from past studies.
Some see sports sessions as having a 'secure space' where
they can relax for a while and enjoy themselves. Although
sometimes political activities to some extent disrupt the
journey of football clubs in Brazil, this is not an
accusation, because according to Edson Arantes
Nascimento da Silva (Pel€ speaking in 1972, "There is no
dictatorship in Brazil. Brazil is a liberal country, a land of
happiness”. We are a free people. Our leaders know what
is best for (us) and govern (us) in a spirit of toleration and
patriotism,” quoted in Levine, 1980, p. 244.

So why is Brazilian so good at football? What is their
secret? In Brazil, football is a religion [9], with a huge
enthusiastic community. Therefore, it has an excellent
breeding ground for footballers. Perhaps when so many
players seek to imitate a pantheon of footballing heroes,
the chances of unearthing a genius are significantly
diminished [10]. The Brazilian community itself likely
shows the deifying nature of this sport of football that has
existed for generations to give birth to a generation of
world-renowned players. Traditionally, Brazilian teams
have become a benchmark for how football can be played.
They saw the most prominent footballer of all time in Pele.
His 1970 World Cup-winning team is undoubtedly the
most remarkable World Cup team of all time. Sublime
footballers like Socrates, Zico, Romario, Ronaldo,
Ronaldinho, Rivaldo, Robinho and Neymar are the
testimony to Brazil's famous talent conveyor belt. They
have won the World Cup more than every other country,
and they're the only team to have participated in every
World Cup Tournament. It is obvious that Brazil has
achieved many successes in football, but less information
is provided on how Brazilian football produces
supernaturally talented players. Looking at the great signs
of the birth of supernatural talent players in Brazil, as a
researcher, this study is worth conducting to uncover the
hidden secrets that can be revealed to close the existing
gaps in the development of universal football.

3. Methodology

The researchers addressed all aspects of the study
method, such as researchers' techniques and processes,
during a three-month attachment program in S& Paolo,
Brazil. Given the goals of this exploration and the scarcity
of available studies concerning the explicit knowledge of
the supernatural skills development of Brazilian football
players, the research has been conducted with the
researcher becoming directly involved in the training
session as well as obtaining data through an open-ended
semi-structured in-depth interview, observations and field
notes, as suggested by Patton [11].
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3.1. Participant

A total of six coaches and 18 players of the S& Paolo
Second Division League Club and four sports science
experts from Universidade De S& Paolo were involved.

3.2. Data Collection

Data were collected using open-ended, Semi-structured
in-depth interviews, observations, and field notes as
suggested by Patton [11] during a three-month attachment
program. The interview session took around 40 to 60
minutes using a voice recorder to get information from the
participants and which was later transcribed verbatim
before being analyzed.

3.3. Data Analysis

The data were analyzed using the thematic analysis
method, as suggested by Patton [11]. The thematic
analysis method is a qualitative research method based on
important themes [12,13]. Specifically, this approach
enables the study of new or under-researched phenomena
in a manner that promotes deeper understanding and
defines the approaches to be used in future studies. This
methodology arose from data analysis that underpinned
the objective of examining the dynamic world of living

reality from the perspective of those who inhabit it [14,15].

As a result, this study attempted to explore and discover
the key factors contributing to Brazilian football in
producing supernatural football skills and talent. Data
were divided into two phases. In the first phase, the data
obtained as a result of the interview process with
participants were transcribed verbatim. The transcripts
were read several times separately by the research team in
order to obtain a clear interpretation of the results. The
second phase of analysis was to create categories and find
themes, following the protocols proposed by Marks and
Yardley [16]. The data collection's initial process centered
on the four main questions (based on the exploratory
goals of the study), which formed the basis of the
interview guide. In this context, inductive data processing
was used, which included detecting and retrieving quotes
that recorded the participants' thoughts and perceptions.
These raw data themes were labeled, and those with
identical meanings were clustered together to form
lower-order groups. Subsequently, the lower-order

categories were grouped to form higher-order themes [11].

The categories should always be flexible as they are
derived from the data analysis and adjustments necessary
when the process goes on. This analysis also allows
researchers to accurately determine the relationship
between concepts and compare them with the data.

3.4. Trustworthiness

Several approaches have been used to ensure
trustworthiness. Member checks served to ensure the
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adequacy and quality of the information and protect
against unintended misinterpretations and the subjectivity
of the researcher. After reading the transcript of their own
interview, all participants ratified the results' authenticity
via written clarification. Additionally, at each stage of the
process, the first and second authors engaged in the
coding of consistency checks where validity was defined
and the same conclusions were derived from the results.
The third and fourth authors also utilized peer
consultation at each stage of the analysis to protect against
any potential researcher bias.

4. Results

As a result, seven core themes emerged: football culture,
appreciation culture, winning mentality, futebol de vazea,
Futebol de Salao (Futsal), small-sided game and
competition structure.

4.1. Football Culture

One of the most exciting points discovered from the
data analysis is that Brazil's supernaturally talented
football players perpetuate cultural nationalism in
Brazilian football culture. The game has remained a
marker of identities of various sorts, behind the facade of
its prominent entertainment aspect. As stated by
participant Al, Brazilian football culture is “born in their
hearts”. There are all sorts of industries and traditions
devoted to football in Brazil, making it one of the most
important aspects of Brazilian society. Everyone has a
team that they endorse and follow, regardless of age or
gender. Children from a young age are taught to support
one of their parents' teams. Brazilian football is also a way
of life for many young Brazilian boys. They play the
game hoping that they will someday become great
football players like Pele, Zico, Ronaldo and many others.
As these boys mature, so do their skills, passion and drive
for the game. The determination and discipline of these
world-famous Brazilian football players are the primary
reasons why football is prevalent in Brazilian society.
This drive and determination are demonstrated to every
boy growing up with supernatural talent in football, as
reported by the participants.

There is another reason why Brazil’s football flourishes
in Brazil's streets, according to all participants involved in
this study. The International Brazilian football players
present football to Brazil's youth, each in their own way.
As stated by participant C1, “they plant the seed that it is
possible for them as well to grow. This is seen by the
integration that football has in the lives of the youth.
Every child who learns to play the Brazilian style of
football has the chance to lead a better life than many can
imagine. Here, football is more than just a game for the
masses, it is a metaphor for social life par excellence”. In
line with participant C1, participant C3 mentioned that
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football is far more than a sport in Brazil; it is a lifestyle.
So, if you want to feel Brazilian and part of the country's
culture, you might want to try this sport - whether by
watching a game on TV or playing on the beach. With its
tension between being a sport for the elites and fun for the
masses, the early history of Brazilian football also marked
the beginning of a popularization process, in whose
course football developed into the most powerful sport in
Brazil [16]. As stated, most players agreed, “this
popularization process since the baby got to know the
world has been going on for generations, causing many
young football players to have extraordinary natural
talents that can be highlighted."

According to participant C3, “every four years when
the World Cup is held, the whole country completely
stops. It resembles a national holiday, where no one works
when the Brazilian football team takes the field”. Brazil is
a five-time World Cup football champion; no other
country can achieve that thus far, say the participant C3
proudly. At the Maracana Stadium from 1958 on, Brazil
consolidated real power in the football world, conquering
four more World Cups, and remains the only country with
five world titles (1958, 1962, 1970, 1994 and 2002). 4
participants stressed the point further. As expressed by
participants P7 and P12, “Being a world champion five
times is also one of the Brazilian cultures that have been
absorbed among young people to compete and become
one of the players who will wear the Brazilian team jersey.
This is also clearly evident when the Brazilian team won
many tournaments at age-group level in history”. This
factor also clearly proves that many young people want to
act by showcasing hidden talents that are a weapon to
produce supernatural talent.

4.2. Appreciation Culture

The culture of appreciation in football also plays a vital
role in producing supernatural talent in Brazil. This is
clearly seen everywhere in Brazil. For example, the
researcher's observations after arrival at S& Paolo airport
and during the movement to accommodation include the
names of famous football players by the roadside, on
billboards, on public transport, in restaurants, and almost
anywhere else. From the next day until the last day the
researcher was in Brazil, the researcher was amazed that
every club in Brazil, small or big, has a gallery in its own
home ground. During the researcher's visits to clubs such
as S& Paolo F. C., Corinthians FC, Palmeiras FC and
Santos FC, it was found that football in Brazil emphasizes
an appreciative culture for their football heroes. This
cultural practice remains strong in their daily lives
through a culture of appreciating history, appreciating
football players' achievements from the past to the present,
and A culture of keeping records/data of teams and
players and their favorite football clubs. They have all the
achievement histories pinned on their gallery, such as the
all-time top scorer and player who played the most
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matches in the team. As stated by participant P9, "One of
the club’s activities is to bring children from even
kindergarten and school to visit the club museum, club
stadium and watch training sessions and club matches.
They proudly display their hero’s jerseys, boots and
regalia in the gallery. From time to time, the appreciation
culture will be delivered to the young generation."

According to the curator of the Santos club museum
that the researcher met, these activities are conducted to
cultivate the interest of the younger generation towards
the club, and this can start the process of finding new
talent to be nurtured. Young generation players will be
inspired to become like the Pele, Ronaldhino and Neymar
they have seen during their visits to club museums.
Participant P3 added that “Every family will have the
vision or ambition to bring their son to play professional
football just like their heroes. This is how people of Brazil
or community appreciate football players and talent”. In
addition, in all the clubs that researcher visit, there is a
particular corner used as a resource and information
center for researchers and students as well as academics to
visit, read and make references and conduct research.
Researchers find that all of these clubs seem to be
racing/competing to be the most exclusive club providing
information and reference material to the public and fans.
Supported by participant Al, “with such an appreciative
atmosphere, everyone including the general public,
children, young people, students, educators and retirees
will feel it is a very meaningful honor in Brazil. This type
of ‘appreciation culture’ motivates young people to take
famous players as their idols, while adults and parents
always encourage them. Of course, this culture spurs
young people's spirit to become extraordinary
supernaturally talented players one day.

4.3. Winning Mentality

In addition, as mentioned by participant A3, football in
Brazil is performance-oriented. Brazilians have a culture
where at every level practices, from the bottom to the top,
from fans, staff, coaches, management, and players, they
respect the team and clubs' organizational structure. Most
of the participants mentioned that these situations create a
winning mentality. Godfrey and Winter [17] suggest that
a strong winning mentality from every level of the age
group means that each level has enough self-confidence in
their abilities to realize that they can do what they're
trying to do. According to participant C3, "These are what
football culture in Brazil provides: winning mentality."”
Sometimes, that doesn't come naturally, but the good
news is that it can be created, added participant C3. Via
hard work and self-assertion, those doubting voices in
one's head can be silenced. When the time comes for
competition, the only thought in one's mind should be to
get the job done.

Participant A2 mentioned that:

Magically, a winning attitude does not come at the last
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minute or through a practice discussion before a match.
Developing a winning mindset is just as critical as drilling
a set of techniques. Like turning up to class to train one’s
body and learn one's physical skills, cultivating a culture
of mind is also a ritual that one has to go through
continuously.

Most of the participant coaches strongly believe that the
mentality of Brazilian people is not only can they achieve
what they have set out to do, but they also do so
consistently. Their will and determination to succeed are
so intense that it's what wakes them up every morning,
and this is what makes them do everything they need to
work for what's important to them. This attitude
permeates Brazilian football culture, as revealed by the
participant C4;

The people here came up the hard way in their life that
they need to be strong in order to survive the hardship of
their life. The culture of a winning mentality is always in
their mind. They can be good friends and joke around
before the training or match session. They complete each
other very dedicatedly during the training, full of hard
work to be selected in the first eleven. It's already in the
Brazilian players' blood.

Each Brazilian player is born with potential, and we all
have something that enables us to become a winner in life.
As mentioned by participant C3, ‘Nothing will drop from
heaven'. Whether in a fun game or a friendly game,
players will give full hard work, and they play their best.
These players always earn respect by winning within
small-sided games. They always quote themselves that no
football team is better than us at a level of points. As
Godfrey and Winter, [17] concluded, true winners take
this a step further, building their own opportunities by
sheer strength of will and effort, and making sure they
make the most of them. The ability to make openings
where there appear to be none is the standard of winners.

4.4. Varzea Football

One of the other interesting discoveries of how Brazil
manages to produce supernatural talent in football is
‘'v&azea football'. It is also a word used to describe
anything made precariously, or something that is
improvised, broken, or not quite right. Most of the
participants interviewed mentioned that in Brazil, football
is everything; for example, according to the P10,
youngsters play at every side or the corner and areas they
normally gather, a place known as a varzea, which is a
lowland area, often alongside a watercourse. Therefore,
futebol de vazea is amateur football usually played in that
sort of land in Brazilian cities' outskirts. By extension, the
term is now used to refer to any sort of amateurish
football [17]. In the everyday life of sports management in
Brazil, the term "v&zea" is often used to refer to
something less organized, requiring more
"professionalism." When it refers to a lack of organization,
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the notion of vazea contributes to a derogatory
enunciative construction, often used beyond the sports
dimension. Participant P12 explained with enthusiasm
that;

In Vazea there are no special rules, and it's open for
every age group of people whether you are young or old
to take part and play football everywhere, any part like in
a slum area, near the river, beside the freeways or favelas.
Vazea is always helping in terms of developing Brazilian
football especially producing highly supernaturally
talented players. The best part is even playing for fun, and
they play with full hearts out with no rules, no referees
neither coach. They are on their own, and they have their
enthusiasm to play games beautifully and compete with
each other repeatedly, who is better at dribbling, shooting,
and running with the ball.

Futebol de Vé&zea is a subculture of independent
competitions, leagues, and festive matches that offer a
proudly disorganized contrast to professional football
stadiums' sanitized practice. For society on the fringes of
the traditional order, football has traditionally acted as a
productive space for diversity and inclusion. Due to this
disorganized contrast, C1 mentioned,' the Brazilian people
know how to deal with playing football under pressure.
They play under the rain, sunshine, hails or storms, and
any other climate: they just don't care. They just want to
play and be happy playing football. This is the advantage
when a young player plays vazea football in the core of
love. A reward always comes when they feel happy and
satisfied after the game. In addition, from the researcher’s
observation, the Brazilian community spends most of their
time here playing vazea football, and in so doing,
develop themselves and become naturally gifted
footballers.

As participant Al enthuses, "Vazea is a way of life for
the many people who play and watch it. It's football,
drinking, dining, dancing, socializing — it's a way to relax
from their daily lives and be content with friends. It's a
sense of community, and it brings joy and happiness.
Football is just a catalyst to get people together and bring
people together. In conclusion, V&zea football hones
talent from all sorts of difficult movements to form skills
such as drills technically and tactically. Resistance such as
field conditions and this poor environment passed through
vazea football can build players with exceptional
supernatural football skills. Ironically, vazea football
inherited by generation is proven to be producing
supernatural players for Brazil, and this culture will
continue to be a trademark.

4.5. Futsal (Futebol de Salao)

Besides Brazil’s football culture and vazea, Futsal or
Futbal de Salao is parallel to the game of football in
Brazil, also among the interesting developments that
produced many talented supernatural players in history. In
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the words of participant P16, "Futsal has always nurtured
highly talented, skillful and gifted players as a training
tool. Normally they form a small-sided game in a very
small area with two versus two or four versus four. It
gives a natural pressure to the players because you need to
control the ball within a small area and make sure nothing
is broken surrounding the area they play, like in schools
and church areas. This activity has become a habit while
waiting for the school bus or while waiting in the airport
lounge”. Indeed, as Travassos et al., [18] stated, one of the
main contributors to Brazilian football achievement is
Futsal or Futbal de Salao. With an enthusiastic voice tone,
participant A4 specifically mentioned, “in team sports like
football, it has been shown that the development of skill
and expertise can be achieved through the experience and
practice of varied activities under a variety of task and
environmental constraints. These constraints include
playing football on the street, on the beach, on different
fields with different formats, with or without goals and
with different team conditions and rules. Participant P1
stressed that futsal could provide a useful basis for
supporting the transfer of skills to perform in association
football, and in the long run, this transfer of skills
accumulated and generates supernatural football talent in
Brazil as it gains from the playing futsal”. Such variations
in environmental and task constraints observed in
Brazilian culture, for example, provide variable practice
opportunities and experiences that promote the
enrichment of the learning process through enhanced
transfer and the discovery of individual capabilities
through diverse, functional play activities [19]. As stated
by participant P8, “Indeed the collaboration that exists
between futsal and football has a lot of understanding
when there is a transfer of knowledge from futsal to
football. The skills used on a small field are very helpful
when it moves to a large field with the presence of ball
passing accuracy skills and foot movement skills. As a
result, the game's performance when applied on a wide
football field produces players with super exceptional
skills”.

Based on these ideas, participant A2 said, “coaches
need to understand when and how an athlete’s practice
task constraints can be modified to range between specific
and general activities to encourage athleticism as a
foundation for performance in a sport, even at more
advanced learning stages". This type of practical
intervention in coaching and learning designs requires a
theoretically-supported notion of the concept of transfer
and how it may work in practice [18]. Experience in donor
sports (e.g., futsal concerning football) for athletes could
facilitate the transitioning and exploitation of athletic
abilities, based on how action can lead to perception and
how perception can guide goal achievement in a target
sport. This performance flexibility is predicated on system
degeneracy, a key property for elite performance in
competitive sports [20]. The fundamental theoretical
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conceptualization to explain how experience and practice
in futsal can contribute to football skills development, just
like football, can contribute to futsal performance
development. Feedback by participant P11 stated, “In
Brazil, every weekend we must have futsal competitions
often organized by resident communities, associations
under the church, municipal councils and many outside
organizations. Sometimes the people here fight to play in
the futsal competition organized on a better pitch. This
clearly shows that this playing experience becomes a habit
by learning or strengthening all the existing skills”.
Participant P3 also added, "Imagine playing futsal every
day for two to three hours. Of course, we can see the
results of players who have supernatural talent”. "They
really express themselves during futsal,” stressed
participant P3.

4.6. Small Sided Game

During the study period, researchers have noticed that
among other contributing factors that make Brazilian
football so magnificent is producing super talented
players in the small-sided game in most of the coach's
training sessions as a daily routine. It can be seen that a
small-sided game is a structured game adapted from street
football that is often played around Brazil, including in
residential areas, parking areas, small lanes, and any areas
where they can make room to play, as well as on the
beach and in the churchyard. Based on the researcher's
observations, small-sided games are also used starting
from the warm-up session until the final session of each
exercise, focusing on technical aspects. This triggered the
researcher to ask participant C2 why this ‘little’ game is
often used in training? According to C2, "Small-sided
game becomes a major component throughout the training
session. The coaches at the club stated that players would
often be in real game situations, often touching the ball,
able to maintain the ball mastery technique without doing
separate exercises and maintain the nature or culture of
Brazilian football itself; for example, the ball is always at
their feet". This small-sided game culture was witnessed
throughout the study period while carrying out daily
observations in Brazil. This small-sided game culture was
so manifested even in school students’ daily life, the
researcher witnessed that when students are waiting for
the bus to return home, they have time to play ball in a
situation of either one-on-one or four-on-four. Otherwise,
they will prop up the ball (tennis ball size) or a piece of
paper that they created to be used as ball or to be used a
tennis ball.

It can be said that foothall is a great love among
Brazilians, and many people that the researcher met and
interviewed mention that every mother can dream of their
children becoming professional football players one day.
The researcher also noticed that the lecturers and their
students also play either during lunch break in the
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afternoon after a lecture, or the night before returning
home. In short, football is played by anyone, and the place
does not matter. The researcher heard many times,
“Football first, others come later”. What is more
interesting, the researcher noticed is that they are so
serious, and do not want to lose to each other in showing
their skills. With every minute's nature is football, even on
a small flat surface, then it is not surprising that Brazil can
produce players who have supernatural talent in football,
both in the past and today.

4.7. Competition Structure

Another interesting discovery concerning how Brazil
has managed to produce supernatural talent in football is
their competition structure at the bottom of the pyramid.
For example, participant P18 stated:

Since | know the world of football, | know that various
types of tournaments are organized by volunteer bodies,
non-governmental organizations, religious bodies, and
many other organizations. In Brazil, the organizers will
ensure that the tournament is organized in every nook and
cranny of the village, the hinterland and wherever a
talented football player can be identified. On the other
hand, people in Brazil will not be left behind to participate
in any tournament organized even if they do not have the
basic requirements of a football player. These are among
the factors that ensure that no outstanding player is left
behind for the next tournament or selection stage.

In the 60 years since Brazil’s first title, the tradition of
football has grown overwhelmingly. Today in 2020,
Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
counts about 16,000 Brazilian professional players
worldwide. Brazil has 776 professional teams, and 128 are
part of the four national Football Confederation divisions
(CBF). The country boasts football leagues in 26 states,
plus the Federal District, not to mention the amateur
teams and many lowland fields, those usually found in
communities. The football circuit in the city of Porto
Alegre, often called the "Vazea Municipal," was put in
place as a partnership between Football Leagues and
Football Management Office. In the first half of the year,
leagues registered at the Football Management Office
promoted so-called Regionals (tournaments) to select
teams for the Municipal, held during the second half of
the year under SME coordination [21]. Although many
organizations and many football associations play a role
in elevating football in Brazil, according to participant C4,
"as a player, it is not easy for someone to be selected to
represent a team for the next level. This is due to the
nature of young Brazilians who will play eager to compete
with other players to ensure victory, and their names are
listed on the selection list for the next stage”.

Leagues and group steam were involved, not only
during one stage of the tournament but also in several of
its stages (preparatory friendlies, qualifying stages,
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playoffs, and finals). Distinct trajectories were produced
within those multiple football space-times, and challenges
to the organization's notion were quite relevant in
understanding the management of v&zea football. The
city's Leagues' representatives were invited to participate
in meetings that preceded the start of the Municipal
(tournament). The aim was to "discuss" and "approve" the
general regulation that would guide all registered leagues'
practices, which held the Regionals and wanted to take
part in the second stage. Those meetings served to adjust
the rules under a fairly valid discourse demanding "keep
what was working well and address only the problems." A
strong reason is also stated by participant A3, “Wherein
Brazil it is not easy to represent a district, state or country.
This is because in each of these levels there are many
game structure tournaments that will be tested before
being selected for the next level. Imagine you are playing
with ten players like Neymar and you expect your name to
be chosen for a higher level. There are many filters and
challenges to go through for the selection criteria of a
player. This may be one of the factors in the birth of
supernatural talent footballers in Brazil”.

5. Discussion

Throughout the study period in Brazil, the researcher
discovered and explored football at clubs and universities.
The many aspects of football the researcher experienced,
heard, and saw can be highlighted as contributing factors
in producing supernaturally talented Brazilian players in
football. It also helps revealed firsthand the secret of
Brazilian team football success on the world stage, which
can guide all interesting individuals or groups of people
involved both directly and indirectly. If we look at Brazil's
culture, football itself is part of the society's routines and
way of life. The culture to love of playing football is
developed at all times; they seem to be working together
to form the football culture's roots, including all the
relevant bodies in charge of football regardless of their
levels. In other words, the culture of playing football

wholeheartedly seems to be anytime, anywhere,
regardless of background, gender, situation, and
condition.

Indeed, in Brazil, the football culture that has existed
for generations plays a big role in forming players with
supernatural talent that is unmatched in its greatness.
Football in Brazil is called many different names based on
how and the situation is being played, for example,
Vazea football, Futsal, Small Sided games and Pelada.
Although it is known by different names, it has the same
goal when played and has continuity with one another and
integration in each other in terms of the game's pattern.
Vazea football also can be an avenue to ensure that
people will be interested in playing football. The player in
vazea football seems to be happy and express themselves
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to the fullest. Imagine we play football without any
conditions, rules and organization. This practice shows
that anyone can play football without any conditions. The
culture of playing on a flat space, on clay, along the
riverbank, in the Eden of football is permeated every
moment of life. What counts is what goes on at the vazea,
a byword for futebol, where football is reborn every day.
Researchers also point out that almost most of these
famous players in Brazil are the result of a group of
people who play vazea at their beginning. The existence
of these supernaturally talented players is the result of a
culture that has existed since time immemorial where
vazea played a huge influence. Therefore, as a general
lesson, most of us do not have any problems in terms of
infrastructure to enable people to feel the actual situation
playing football, but bureaucracy should be avoided, and
football is to be our priority.

In addition to vazea, futsal culture is also one that
needs to be considered to be generalized as contributing
factors that create supernaturally talented football players.
Based on the observation throughout this study period and
match with research cited by Davids et al., [22], where
they mentioned that the legendary player Pele came up
with his view, saying that futsal plays one of the
important roles in producing excellent players. Smaller
pitches, five-a-side teams and heavy balls emphasize tight
coordination, ability and space use. "Futsal" makes you
think fast and play fast. "When you switch to football later,
it makes everything easier.” It's a football culture that is a
world away from merely lumping the ball into the big
man. Added by Pele from the citation of [23], street
football, which is similar to futsal, another Brazil's
combination of heat and torrential rain, isn't conducive to
grass pitches. Pele himself walked the streets barefoot
with a paper-stuffed sock. It's another football game that's
played on the uneven concrete streets of Brazil. It is
similar to the small-sided game concept, which has been
implemented in all four big clubs that the researcher
visited, as well as Piracibaba FC.

A futsal game starts with the warm-up till the last step
in every training session. If we go in-depth with the futsal
or small-sided game concept, there is no excuse for the
isolated training to be implemented in Brazil's football.
Everybody uses game-related training. Hence, it is time to
have this futsal or SSG in every training session. Futsal
continues to develop as a sport in Brazil. This rise has
contributed to an increase in demand for futsal-related
knowledge, allowing people to understand football and its
qualities and intricacies better. In particular, there is a
need for coaches, athletes, sports scientists and
administrators to enhance their skills, to help them
contribute to the sport's advancement, especially in futsal
in their respective countries.

One of the contributing factors that can also be
considered as producing supernaturally talented players in
Brazil, as mentioned by many participants involved in this
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study, is integrating the arts of Brazil's traditional martial
art “Capoeira" with football training, match, and skills.
Interestingly, one of the most famous stories concerns the
origin of the dribble, considered a national invention and
allegedly a Brazilian style of play [24]. These maneuvers
may have originated from the Brazilian martial art known
as capoeira. Many participants in this study mentioned
that, as also mentioned by Amaro and Helal [25]. It
commends this biracial influence in the Brazilian style
and defines it as 'something of dance and capoeira-like’
Indeed, Brazilian football is compatible with many
indigenous cultures used in some tactical and technical
aspects that become an idol in the life of Brazilian society.
This culture's impact becomes an added value as a routine
in producing supernaturally talented Brazilian footballers
[22]. Many participants mention these factors or
relationships between capoeira and football talent;
however, it needs to be an interesting topic to be studied
further.

The researcher has also discovered that Brazil's
competition structure is another core reason that plays an
important role in producing supernatural talent players. It
is similar to what Sarmento et al., [26] mentioned that
competitive rivalries are another reason Brazil can
produce world-class players. Talented players have to
battle each other to get clubs' attention — no small feat in a
country full of talented young players. This competitive
push extends into Brazil's fierce club rivalries and
combative derbies, such as the Fla-Flu, the Paulista, the
Grenal or the Millions Derby. Big money transfers to
international clubs depend on a player who stands out
from the crowd of talent. Brazil's international team will
always contend with traditional rivals, Argentina and
Uruguay, and go to games recognizing that everyone
wants to claim their scalp. The Samba Boys may be
synonymous with expertise and beautiful football, but the
competitive community they come from is where the
secret is. For instance, the Brazilian football league
system is a series of interconnected football leagues in
Brazil. It consists of multiple separate pyramids, including
the national pyramid and the state pyramids. As these
pyramids are independent, clubs typically participate in a
state pyramid and a national pyramid. Due to the tight
structure of the competition, where players have to go
through four divisions in each state. There are
twenty-seven states in Brazil. After entering the state level,
players have to go through four major leagues at the
Brazilian national level. From the exploration of this
study's results, this competence structure also has a great
impact on shaping the birth of supernaturally talented
players in Brazil.

Apart from that, among other contributors who are
supernaturally talented players in Brazil is Brazil's culture
itself. For example, the winning mentality, the culture of
appreciating players in the community and football as a
“vehicle" to improve life. Brazilian players are always
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passionate about winning habits [6]. Brazilians grow up
watching the superstars wear the jersey, and there are still
strong hopes. The country is rooted in this winning
community and in being the best it can be. Brazilians are
mostly good at football, as the popularity attached to the
game meant that millions of young people would juggle a
ball and dream of representing their country every year.
Additionally, some Brazilians make football a medium for
a family to change their lives.

They also emphasize the culture of "appreciation” of
their football "heroes," highlighting that the practice of
this culture is high in their daily lives. They also practice a
culture of appreciating the history and achievements of
athletes from the past to the present and the culture of
keeping records/data of teams and their favorite football
players. At the same time, Brazilians emphasize the
culture of pursuit of excellence/achievement and
prioritization

Based on academic's participant feedback Brazil has
explained how Brazilian football can produce so many
"supernatural" players and as well as art integrated with
football.

More studies are warranted to be done in performance
analysis to enhance the knowledge and information that
can help in deciding the games [27] and also the
influencing factors that can contribute to the changes of
physical abilities that can also affected how the games
pattern [28], [29], [30]. Studies also are warranted to be
done on exploring how the coaching factors [31, [32] and
injury prevention [33] contribute to the development of
expert performance [34].

6. Conclusion and Suggestion

In conclusion, as researchers, we unanimously agreed
that we would not improve upon the quality of football
with what we experienced and learned in Brazil for only
three months. This research should be extended for a
longer period, in order to learn more about how the
country’s culture influenced its football development
producing  supernaturally  talented players. The
challenging and competitive structure of football
competitions in Brazil, the professional management of
football clubs as well as the culture of Brazilian society
that appreciates and praises football players are also
factors that make Brazil a world-class football factory
[23]. After seeing and identifying the factors that have
brought Brazilian football to the world stage by winning
the World Cup five times, many cultures of this Brazilian
team need to be emulated and learned. A process of
massive transformation of the football team taking the
model of Samba as an example must be done in addition
to cultivating the sport of football among people around
the globe. When every nation can play the way Brazilians
do, we will enjoy better competition in the FIFA world
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cup and the beautiful game we love will improve each
year.
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