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Abstract
The field of English language
communication competence learning and acquisition has
been revolutionized by the increasing development of
technology. The application of social media has now been
popular inside and outside of the English language
classrooms. The development of technology in the past
fifty years, the more recent mobile devices and the Web 2.0
technology have provided numerous opportunities for its
use in improving English communication competence.
TikTok, one of the popular social media platforms among
Chinese international undergraduate students, is now
playing an interesting role in their English communication
competence learning during Covid-19 pandemic because
TikTok supplies English videos with popular topics among
youngsters. However, very few studies have been
conducted on the utilization of TikTok on EFL
undergraduate
students’
English
communication
competence. Therefore, this paper aims to explore the
potential on the utilization of TikTok and how it impacts on
English language communication competence acquisition
among Chinese international undergraduate students by
reviewing previous and recent studies focusing on TikTok
as well as other social medias such as Facebook, YouTube,
WeChat and so on. It is important to note that even though
previous relevant studies have showcased the positive
effects of using social media as learning aids in English
language communication acquisition, very few literatures
having been published focusing on the utilization of

TikTok in English language communication acquisition.
The expected findings of this paper could reveal the
potential of using TikTok for international undergraduate
Chinese students out of EFL classroom in improving their
English Communication Competence and for increasing
their interests of speaking English. The researchers
showcase critical views, recommendations, as well as
implications for the utilization of TikTok in the field of
English language communication competence acquisition
among EFL undergraduate students.
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1. Introduction
For EFL undergraduate students, one of the prominent
motivations of studying in English-speaking countries is
to improve their English communication competence as
for English education in China is grammar-based for
examination purpose [18]. In accordance with the
Communication Competence theory proposed by Hymes
[20], it is significant for English language learners to be
immersed in English exposure settings to improve their
English communication competence. However, the
widespread pandemic of COVID-19 has brought
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unprecedented challenges to
English
language
communication competence acquisition faced by EFL
undergraduate students from face to face in the
host-country study to online-learning. International
education has been shaped by the unexpected outbreak of
Covid-19 pandemic [27].In fact, UNESCO (2020) posited
that the closure of higher education institutions for the
sake of online education and remote teaching have
generated diverse negative impacts on international
students’ academic lives and study-abroad motivations as
well as decrease the chances of EFL international students
to use English for communication [36].
Fortunately, the development of Web-2.0, as well as the
computer technology, has the potential to assist this cohort
of EFL learners to be self-regulated learners to improve
their English communication competence via short
videos posted by some English teachers as well as
native-English speakers utilizing social-media platform
through interactive learning in English language settings
with popular topics among youngsters. For people, social
media platforms share information as well as knowledge
and skills with short-videos, which plays increasing
prominent educational roles in the covid-19 pandemic
among youngsters [31].The utilization such as short-video
social media mobile applications in English language
communication competence acquisition can help generate
the natural English communication settings for EFL
learners [1].
During the Covid-19 pandemic, social media platforms
integrated with short videos have been playing a more and
more critical role in English communication competence
education among youngsters as the closure of the campus
and the shift to the teaching and learning mode of online
courses [14]. Since students have more time for
self-regulated learning and social media is popular among
Generation Z during the Covid-19 pandemic [2], it is
important to explore the potential of using social media
for English communication competence acquisition by
EFL undergraduate students in the pandemic of Covid-19
situation.
Previously, the most frequently used social media
platforms are Facebook, Instagram as well as WeChat and
WhatsApp by English language educators, English
language teachers as well as college students and college
staffs [34,37].However, starting from the year 2019
especially after the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic, there
is a newly emerging popular social-media among
youngsters, which is TikTok. TikTok refers to the
international version of China’s social media platformDouyin with over 2 billion downloads in April 2020 amid
Covid-19 pandemic [19]. Douyin is a kind of short video
platform which plays 15 to 60 second videos attracting
different kinds of people to share their skills, knowledge
as well as their experiences. Researchers believe that
unique features of TikTok in making short videos easily
and its increasing popularity among Generation Z can be

taken into consideration for its potential in English
language
communication
acquisition
by
EFL
undergraduate students in the Covid-19 pandemic or even
in the post-pandemic period in the current digital era. So
this article will discuss the potentials as well as problems
of using TikTok for English language communication
competence acquisition by EFL undergraduate students by
reviewing previous studies that focused on TikTok and
other social media integrated with short-videos in English
language communication competence acquisition among
youngsters.

2. Research on the Importance of
English Language Communication
Competence for EFL Undergraduate
Students
As a group of people who are studying overseas,
Chinese international undergraduate students are doing so
with the purpose of broadening their horizons as well as
improving their English communication competence for
the betterment of their future development in the modern
digital world with the development of Web-2.0 in the
context of Industry 4.0 [46].In accordance with the
previous related research in this field, the significance of
effective oral English communication skills play critical
roles in EFL undergraduate students’ international
competitive competence in the modern global community
as is shown by the demonstration of numerous researchers
[7].English language communication competence plays a
significant role in EFL undergraduate students’ overseas
study when studying in English-language medium [6].In
this regard, it is crucial for students to master oral English
in academic context for the betterment of their academic
achievements[29]. Furthermore, students with better
speaking skills are more confident in their first year
studies and could help reduce their academic pressures of
studying in English- medium academic contexts [5] .
On the other hand, the deficiency of oral English
language education and lack of exposure to English
communication environment for international students
from Asian context might negatively affect them as they
would have diverse oral communication problems when
studying in English-medium higher institutions [42]. A
cohort of Asian students encounter many communicative
challenges in English language for academic purpose as
they are not able to experience the face-to-face
communication opportunities due to online learning and
remote teaching, which will impede their academic
progress[20].The deficiency of oral English competence
decreases their confidence and willingness to
communicate actively and effectively with lecturers and
their peers [42].As they engage in their courses online,
they might also be afraid of making mistakes in
expressing themselves in English language in avoidance

Universal Journal of Educational Research 9(7): 1439-1451, 2021

of getting negative feedback from others [26].
Compared with traditional face-to-face learning mode,
online-learning mode has brought challenges to these
students to express their ideas in English language
[11].However, even though the online learning and remote
teaching can pose challenges to develop their
communication skills, it is important to note that the use
of digital tools, especially social media platforms, such as
TikTok, can also help to alleviate these concerns. Based
on the reviewed related literature, there is a lot of potential
for social media platforms to help EFL undergraduate
students achieve their academic success in their overseas
pursuit of their degree with confidence as well as help
develop their international competitiveness for the
betterment of their future development [5].

3. Previous Research on the
Application of Social Media in
English Language Communication
Numerous studies published have posited that the
utilization of social media can help increase English
language learners’ English proficiency. Zam Zam Al Arif
[48] posited that EFL learners showcase positive attitudes
towards the utilization of social media in English language
learning which can help increase their motivation and
willingness in English language speaking and acquisition.
Previous studies have also indicated that most of the EFL
learners believed that the utilization of social media
integrated with short videos can help improve their
English communication competence acquisition via
self-regulated learning mode with the popular topics
shared by English educators [42,39,49].
With the emergence of social media in English
education, the most popular social media integrated with
short videos used for English communication learning is
Facebook[40].Previous researches implemented in
Indonesian schools and universities by several scholars
posited that the utilization of Facebook in English
language education can help improve EFL learners’
English proficiency in diverse levels including the four
domains, namely reading ,writing, speaking and listening
by increasing these EFL learners’ confidence and
willingness in using English as communication tools in
internet
community[3,17,33,38].Furthermore,
other
famous social media applications, such as Instagram,
WhatsApp, Twitter as well as China-made WeChat and
Weiblog also found that the majority of the students show
positive attitudes towards the utilization of these social
media applications in their English language
communication acquisition which can help enhance their
interests as well as their motivation to use English for
communication purpose in the virtual environment as well
as learning English language communication knowledge
in an interesting and creative way [2,4,23,26,47].
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4. Potentials of TikTok in English
Language Learning and English
Language Communication
Education for International
Undergraduate Students
(Generation Z):
4.1. Popularity of TikTok among Generation Z
Social media integrated with short videos have its
educational function in helping EFL learners improve
their English communication competence, especially for
college students during the covid-19 pandemic [3].One of
the most popularly used social media nowadays is TikTok.
Wu [41] posited that the youngsters aged 30 and below,
i.e., generation Z, dominate the major users of TikTok and
they spend an average of 52 minutes every day on TikTok.
As reported by several studies conducted during the
Covid-19 pandemic, the utilization of TikTok among
Chinese college students has also increased drastically for
whose major user group users are youngsters aged 30 and
below [10,43].As such, due to the amount of time spent by
these young people, TikTok should be taken into
consideration for educational function [38].The
explorations of the potential application of TikTok in
education field have made success in science education in
Indonesian and Indian schools [38].The findings of these
previous related research have been indicated that
TikTok have helped provide a platform for sharing
knowledge as well as educating people with innovative
teaching mode enhancing youngsters’ learning
motivations and interests [43]. Furthermore, TikTok could
help provide numerous interactive activities for learners
and teachers via short videos. The videos shared by
science teachers are employed colourful pictures as well
as digital technology to connect the complicated science
theories with daily life values. The connections with daily
life values make the learning material more vivid and
dynamic [38]. So the utilization of TikTok in teaching and
learning activities among youngsters could help improve
these cohorts of students’ learning motivations.
Regarding the aspect of English language
communication education, TikTok could supply short
videos of English language learning material shared by
English teachers as well as English educators or some
English native-speakers in its platform for youngsters to
learn in an innovative mode [38]. Meanwhile, students
can also create their own digital oral English presentations
in the form of short videos in TikTok. In this case,
teachers as well as some other TikTok users can give
comments to help improve these cohort of students’
English communication competence by giving comments
[48].So EFL learners who use TikTok could acquire
English language communication competence via these
short videos in English without the limitations of space
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and time[10].Another advantage of the utilization of
TIKTOK mobile applications in English education is the
length of each video, which is only fifteen seconds
contributing to make its excellence in short attention span,
and helping EFL youngsters to get the point of the
knowledge as well as focus on learning English language
communication knowledge effectively.
So the popularity of TikTok among youngsters is one of
the reasons why this social media App could be
considered as a learning tool for Chinese international
undergraduate students during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Owing to the specific reasons for Chinese international
undergraduate students that English education of China is
of bilingual teaching-mode, it is important for these EFL
learners to use social media to acquire their English
language communication competence by engaging
themselves in China-made social media internet
community. As the utilization of TikTok has now been a
popular culture among youngsters in the current special
period of Covid-19.So these EFL young learners can
acquire English language communication competence via
short videos of TikTok along with recording their own
videos in English language and post their own short
videos on the TikTok social media platform as a chance to
practice their own oral English as well as getting
comments from their teachers or their colleagues or other
TikTokers via the TikTok.
4.2. Using TikTok in Teaching English Language
Communication Competence
With the development of Web-2.0 and computer
technology, social media applications have now been
widely used in education field[4].Specifically the kinds of
social media applications integrated with short videos
that could help provide interesting mode of learning
English language communication competence for EFL
language learners in the current digital arena in response
to the impacts of Covid-19 pandemic on English language
education [39].Previous related studies have indicated the
benefits of using social media applications for English
language communication education purpose such as
Instagram, WhatsApp, Twitter as well as China-made
Wechat and Weiblog [2,4,23,26,47].
While studies employing different kinds of research
methods having been done in some Asian countries
exploring the potential usage of TikTok for English
education purpose, the findings of these previous related
research have showcased that English language learners
hold positive attitudes towards the application of TikTok
in English education [17，25，16]. However, these studies
done in Asian contexts by previous scholars focused
mainly on the educational application of TikTok for
English language education among primary and secondary
school students in classroom learning activities with the
guidance of English teachers [30].The authors believe that

TikTok also has potential usage for English language
communication competence acquisition by EFL
undergraduate students for the reason that oral English
proficiency in actual English communicative settings of
these students is low [6].And also these previous
published articles mainly focus on the potential usage of
TikTok in learning English language skills of writing and
reading. These previous related researches have posited
that students can watch short videos by English teachers
of interesting English learning materials of the popular
topics among youngsters via TikTok to enhance their
vocabulary as well as grammar to improve their English
reading and writing skills.
However, the researchers of this article strongly believe
that the application of TikTok in English language
communication acquisition has its beneficial potentials for
EFL undergraduate students for its function as a platform
providing chances for short-video-sharing. So English
language communication learning materials of the short
video form TikTok could be accessible for EFL young
learners to improve their English speaking, and listening
competences via watching these English learning videos
by English teachers or native English speakers.
Furthermore, these recorded videos of English learning
materials could also help stimulate students’ awareness of
speaking English by imitating native English speakers
[29].
As these kinds of short videos are recorded by native
English speakers from western countries, EFL learners
can also acquire their social culture knowledge of western
countries via watching these recorded videos in TikTok.
So there is high significance of using TikTok for English
language education in the modern digital arena with the
development of Web-2.0 [25]. TikTok is described as a
group of Internet-based applications which is built on the
ideological and technological foundations of Web 2.0,
allowing the creation and exchange of user-generated
content [16]. The reason is that TikTok is a platform with
short videos which could be regarded as one of the most
significant and effective learning resources in the
modern digital world in English language education arena
[28]. Featuring in short videos, there are numerous
English learning videos or some English-speaking
countries’ TV series shared by TikTok users on TikTok.
So EFL young learners can improve their English
communication competence via watching these short
recorded videos.
From the aspect of motivation, TikTok, with its
interesting topics as well as its short-time-consumed
features, meets the EFL undergraduate students’ need of
liking digital vivid pictures with entertainment [31].As
youngsters like watching dynamic pictures and listening
music, using TikTok in English language communication
learning could increase EFL undergraduate students’
learning motivations and interests in English language
learning [44]. TikTok integrated with short videos could
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help add entertainments to English language
communication competence acquisition having been made
popular explorations which are seen by numerous English
educators as well as English language teachers as
powerful drivers of change for teaching and learning
practices, in terms of openness, interactivity and
sociability [1].Due to these features, traditional learning
mode has been broken through. The content of English
language is enlarged to diverse domains and is not
confined to textbooks. EFL young learners can acquire
their English language communication knowledge in
diverse aspects.
As a popular culture among youngsters, TikTok has
now been a kind of social media integrated with short
videos of effective and interesting English language
communication learning resources posted by English
educators or native English speakers because it has now
been welcomed by Chinese EFL learners in English
language communication learning in the modern digital
English language educational field [19]. TikTok which is
integrated with short videos could help give EFL
undergraduate students enormous knowledge with its
digital material bank data of English language learning
materials, instead of traditional class performance.
Furthermore, TikTok plays a critical role in English
language communication competence acquisition during
the pandemic of Covid-19 in the modern digital era with
the development of technology, trans-media booming as
well as new capital allocation in the new international
community. Furthermore, EFL young learners can
improve their English language communication
competence by watching short videos of English learning
materials on TikTok. It is obvious that the utilization of
TikTok could help make the English language
communication learning activity more dynamic and
entertain.
4.3. Theoretical Implications of Using TikTok’s in
Teaching English Language Communication
Competence
Canale and Swain [8] proposed the communicative
competence theory model, four domains of which are
grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence,
discourse competence and strategic competence. In
accordance with the proposed communicative competence
model by Canale and Swain[8], foreign English language
communication learning process needs adequate foreign
English language communicative exposures to help
enhance foreign language learners’ ability of using target
foreign language appropriately in actual communicative
settings[8].Followed by the communicative competence
theory, more and more English linguists as well as
English language educators and English language scholars
have posited that it is significant for foreign language
learners to be immersed in the foreign-target language
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settings to learn the foreign language well [36].
Due to the outbreak of pandemic of Covid-19, the
majority of the higher institutions are closed
[27].International education has been negatively impacted
by the closure of the higher institutions. And also
traditional learning and teaching mode have been changed
to online-courses [14].The chances of English language
exposure to EFL undergraduate students have been
reduced. And also, more self-assigned time are distributed
to these youngster. They have more time to spend on
social media in the pandemic of covid-19 than ever before
[2]. So social media could be used for education purpose
in this special period. Furthermore, Wu [41] indicated that
the most popular social media among EFL undergraduate
students is TikTok. The authors believe that TikTok could
be used by these EFL youngsters to acquire English
language communication competence for its increasing
popularity among youngsters. Meanwhile, in line with the
communicative competence theory, TikTok with short
videos could also help increase these youngsters’
exposure to English language for its virtual settings in
English language [14].So TikTok integrated with short
videos could help provide the accessibility to be exposed
to English language communicative settings as well as
decrease the inconvenience for language learners despite
the distance and the settings [30] to help these EFL
learners to improve their English language communication
competence in the modern digital arena.

5. Innovative Educational Procedures
5.1. Innovative Pedagogical Procedures
Based on the unique features of the TikTok and its
popularity among Z-generations, the researchers believe
that TikTok could be regarded as an assessment language
tool to assess students’ learning outcomes and also could
be used as an out-of-class language learning tool to
motivate students to focus on their communicative
English language learning. In order to help make full use
of this language learning tool, the researchers suggest an
innovative educational teaching instruction of using the
TikTok to support both English teachers and English
language learners in oral English teaching and learning in
the current situation. It is suggested that the Students who
are enrolled in the English Communication course be
required to register for the TikTok. The assignments of the
English Communication course are composed of two parts.
One is the paper-based assignments of reflections after
each course for students, and the other is self-recorded
English presentation videos by students after each course.
The links to the assignments in the TikTok should be
shared in the class mobile chat group (i.e., WhatsApp or
WeChat). And also, teachers need to use at least three
learning sessions to teach students how to use this popular
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online language learning tool and give instructions on
how to implement this teaching and learning plan. The
innovative teaching procedures are shown as follows.
First step: Familiarization
During the English language communication courses,
students are taught to be familiar with the TikTok
language learning tool by watching some sample videos:
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyaZxrN_gM8.
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kl4iXhyzC7w
(Instructions of making TED Talk on TikTok)
This is where the English teachers give clear
instructions on how to download the TikTok and how to
use this language learning tool’s management of sounds as
well as transitions for English language lessons. Students
would also be given the chance to test TikTok under their
teachers’ instructions to master the basic usage of this
language learning tool.

Figure 1.

Second step: Watching Authentic Samples
After students master the necessary skills of the use of
TikTok, in the second phase, the requirements and
evaluation criteria of self-recorded video assignment in
TikTok should be assigned to students. In doing so, the
English language teacher should first showcase some
authentic examples of oral English presentation videos to
students:
1. Situational English:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=955rL_9ONHs.
2. English Public Speaking:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nP6uCKlXfII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVx1SDQUXy8
The students should watch the videos and make
evaluations of these videos under teachers’ guide using
the Assessment Sheet (Appendix 1). Students are the
divided into several groups for discussion and one leader
is selected to share the result of their discussions with the
whole class.

Criteria for Developing High-quality English Self-recorded TikTok videos

Third Step: Making Self-recorded Videos using English Language Communication

Figure 2.

Innovative Pedagogical Procedure of Using TikTok Mobile Video Application
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After mastering the basic skills of using the TikTok tool
and watching some samples, students are required to do
their first assignment of making English self-recorded
videos via the TikTok. The assignment is composed of
making a 30- to 60-seconds short vide, where the students
could select one topic that they have interests in to express
in the English language via the TikTok platform. The
submitted short videos will be evaluated by teachers
following the Assessment Sheet (Appendix A). Students
can improve their English language communication
competence in accordance with their teachers’ comments.
The teacher should also encourage all the students to give
comments on their classmates’ videos and share their
comments in class discussions. The purpose of this class
activity is to motivate students to improve their English
communication via peer feedback. Furthermore, there
should be a vote among students to select the top ten best
video-makers at the end of the semester to motivate
students to fully engaged and make hard efforts in this
learning activity. All the students have the right to vote for
the top ten video-makers. And the ten winners will get an
extra three points to their grade.
5.2. Innovative Instructions on Making English
Self-recorded Videos on TikTok
The authors also suggest some innovative instructions
on how to make English self-recorded videos effectively
and accurately. The detailed instructions are shown as
follows.
Step 1. Conceptualizing:
The first step is to conceptualize in which it is
composed in establish the plan of self-recorded English
TikTok videos. Students can search online to collect
materials. Some possible topics could be considered:
1. An introduction to a place
2. Sharing critical ideas towards some issues

3.
4.
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An introduction to a pet
An introduction to a film or a book

Step 2. Brainstorming
The second step is brainstorming where students are
required to establish the concept of short videos, such as
the content of the video and the presenting method.
Students make an English script of their short videos. It is
based on the results of the first stage guided by the
selected topic.
Step 3. Articulation
The third step is articulation where students make
expressions of their originality and speaking competence.
However, articulation is regarded as an action in which
students do rehearsal before beginning their speaking
activities. This step is to edit the short self-recorded
English video before uploading. Students have the chance
to make their videos better in linguistic accuracy and
content attraction.
Step 4. Monitoring
In this step, students should monitor the quality of their
self-recorded videos. They need to check the accuracy of
the video before uploading the video to the TikTok
following the Assessment Sheet (Appendix A). Students
also should monitor and check the video after uploading
their videos.
Step 5. Evaluating
In this step, the students are required to make
self-correction in accordance with the Assessment Sheet
(Appendix A). Apart from their own reflections, they
could get comments from their teachers and their
colleagues in making these self-corrections also. They can
improve their videos according to the feedback from their
teachers and their classmates. The detailed procedures are
showcased below in Table 1.
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Table 1. Procedures of Making Self-recorded English TikTok Videos

6. Issues with TikTok in English
Language Learning and English
Language Communication
Education for EFL Students
Despite of the above-mentioned positive reports on the
application of TikTok in the modern digital English
language learning and English language communication
education arena, some concerns that need the English
language scholars as well as English language teachers to
pay attention to still exist. Given the extreme popularity of
TikTok among Generation Z, and their international
accessibility via the medium of the Internet, these
short-videos in English language have neither been
explored in greater depth in the English language
communication education research nor utilized in a wider
academic settings by English experts as well as English
educators or English language teachers [10]. And so far,
research regarding the application of TikTok in the
pandemic of Covid-19 are dominated by researchers in the

field of Health Communication [21].There has been very
little research investigating the use of short social media
videos for English language learning by EFL young
learners [9]. Dai and Chen [10] argues that English
language educators as well as English teachers have
neglected the potential benefits of using TikTok for
English education purpose by college students for these
cohorts of young people spending a lot of time being
exposed to TikTok social media community. TikTok
integrated with short videos could make positive
contributions to Generation Z’ English language
communication competence acquisition with attracting
EFL young learners’ short attention spans and interesting
topics among youngsters. More attention should be given
by future researchers on the application of TikTok in
English language education.
TikTok with numerous interesting short-videos in
diverse aspects might distract young students’ attention in
learning English language for academic purpose. EFL
young learners might be attracted by other videos as they
are too young to self-regulate themselves effectively for
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academic learning [24]. Furthermore, cyberbullying is still
the biggest challenge in using TikTok for English
education purpose by young EFL learners[15], because
there is no forceful law and effective measures to protect
youngster when using TikTok [20]. These young EFL
learners are easily abused or bullied in the Cyberspace [2].
Furthermore, [7] stated that there are some potential
risks regarding to privacy issues of using social-media for
academic purpose among students. It might be unsafe for
sharing short-videos in English language by EFL students
in public social media space for the purpose of getting
comments from their peers or English language experts
[3].Posting short self-made short videos in social network
communities might cause potential risk for getting
attentions from some potential criminals [9].There needs
to be more and more effective measures and monitoring
mechanism as well as powerful law to be made to protect
young internet citizens [9].In conclusion, the application
of TikTok in English language education and English
language communication competence acquisition is
calling for more and more stakeholders to make
contributions to establish a wider and more systematic
virtual learning system via institutional recognition as
well as incorporation along with numerous produced
commodities.

7. Conclusions
TikTok, as an emerging social media, has now attracted
the whole world’s attention in different fields for diverse
purposes during the pandemic of covid-19. It is
undeniable that the popularity of TikTok among
Generation Z is increasing rapidly [7].As the motivation
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and interests of using TikTok could be transferred into the
push-power to engage these young students in their
academic study in the modern digital arena, the utilization
of TikTok for educational purpose [14], especially for
English language communication education purpose
should be highlighted by modern English language
educators as well as English language teachers in the
pandemic of Covid-19 or even in the post
pandemic-period. Owing to the development of Web-2.0
and computer technology, English language education as
well as international education has been shaped in the
modern digital arena. A limited number of research has
showcased positive outcomes of using social media in
English language education among EFL college students
[15].More importantly, social media integrated with short
videos have been playing more and more important role in
the modern English education field among youngsters
[22,12,15].
To conclude, the world has changed rapidly in diverse
aspects with the emergence of new digital commodities
[17]. TikTok as an emerging technological product has
enormous potentials on the modern digital citizens in
numerous domains with its popularity among Generation
Z. Modern English language teachers, scholars as well as
institutions should pay attention to the potential usage of
TikTok in English education field for youngsters and also
take the chances to create an innovative digital learning
system in TikTok for EFL students in the pandemic of
Covid-19 or even the post-pandemic period. As what
Chomsky (2020) has argued that language educators
should make reflections of the new mode of linguistic
education in the post-pandemic period, more and more
researches on the application of TikTok in English
education should be made.

1448

An Overview of the Utilization of TikTok to Improve Oral English
Communication Competence among EFL Undergraduate Students

Appendix A
Appendix One: TikTok short Video Assessment Sheet
4 = Excellent

3 =Good

2 =Average

1 = Poor
Digital English Communication Competence

Content: Main ideas of the video are clear.
Organization: Good organizational structure and good fluency.
Content Domain
Visual aids: Visual aids are pertinent to the topic.
Originality: The content of the video should be innovative and attractive.
Vocabulary: The students could employ numerous kinds of vocabulary specific to the topic. Students
Linguistic Domain could pronounce accurately and speak clearly and loudly.
Sentence Structure: Students could well construct sentences in correct grammar.
Poise: The student perform with confidence.
Voice: The student’s voice is in mild tone -not too loud or too soft.
Physical Domain
Gestures: The students could utilize effective gestures to support his/her speech vividly.
Speed: The speed is of appropriateness: not too fast or too slow.
Sound, music and camera shots: The camera is continuous and focus on the selected topic. The time
Technical Domain is well controlled.
Special effects: Sound effects as well as visual effects should make additions to the mood and content.
TOTAL

Appendix Two:

Screenshot from the website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=955rL_9ONHs.

Level
(from 1 to 4)
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