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Abstract

In a globalized world, young people are
expected to have critical thinking and communication
abilities, such as collaboration and technological skills.
Both skills are imperative to equip them to participate in an
international environment. However, due to a lack of early
childhood education, youths in Indonesia also have less
innovativeness and competency. This study aims to
discover an ethical culture that enhances early childhood
education by using the concept of local wisdom. This
research was conducted in one of the Indigenous
communities in Indonesia which were the Sundanese
Community in Cireundeu, West Java. The qualitative
approach used the descriptive method and revealed the
consciousness of the Indigenous people in Cireundeu to
engage in traditional Sundanese cultural practices by
preparing their children to become ethical human beings,
as well as being productive and informed global citizens.
The results show that the community has implemented
decent early childhood education, which is designed to
prepare youths who actively engage as global citizens. The
implementation of this study can be applied not only to
children in Cireundeu but also to children all over the
world.
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1. Introduction
As a developing country, Indonesia has not adequately
prepared its youth to respond to the challenges of
globalization effectively. Based on The World Economic
Forum data from the Global Competitiveness Report, 2011
to 2012, Indonesia is ranked 46th in terms of its education
quality[1]. The fact indicates that Indonesia has a lack of
good human resources, which causes a lack of optimized
education, especially in early education as the fundamental
element needed [2].On the other hand, the dynamics of
globalization in the era of the ever-accelerating fourth
industrial revolution make it a necessity for all people
around the world to respond to its development with their
capacities and characters [3–5]. Accordingly, the quality of
education affects the preparedness of global citizens and
the development of education related to moral & character,
cosmopolitan transformation, liberal learning, and
metacognitive capacities [4]
Indonesia is expected to have a modality to increase
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economic growth as it has such benefits of a demographic
dividend, which means that there will be a large number of
productive-aged citizens [6]. Therefore, Indonesia should
respond to the challenge by preparing citizens who are
knowledgeable and global-minded to increase global
competitiveness [4,5,7]. Globalization has a significant
influence on various aspects of changes in life [8]. Besides,
most countries are directly or indirectly involved in the
dynamics of the rapid globalization process. In this context,
globalization allows each individual to develop themselves,
live together comfortably, and promote tolerance towards
world diversity. All of these are called cosmopolitan
conditions[9]. Nevertheless, some countries accept all the
benefits of globalization without keeping the national or
local culture from being degraded.
Recently, Indonesia has attempted to create competitive
global citizens by transforming the national education
system, such as amending the national education
curriculum [10]. These changes include the
implementation of character education as an effort to
motivate children to develop skills and attitudes. To create
a generation of good global citizens, the government needs
to prioritize embedded values and characters in the
curriculum, such as peace, empathy, tolerance, and respect
for those who come from different cultures [11].
Unfortunately, character education at elementary and
secondary schools in Indonesia has not been strongly
implemented with academic education, which results in
students not being ready to become global-educated
citizens[12]. In general, the concept of teaching and
learning is heavily dependent on conventional learning
methods (teacher-centered), which are not optimal in
preparing students to become global citizens. Therefore,
active participation is needed to empower individuals
themselves. It means that individuals have the ability to
create social, political, economic, or other change.
Furthermore, they optimize to manage or influence and
engage in actions that affect others [13]. In the future, these
individuals will become responsible leaders in their roles as
global citizens.
Meanwhile, educating students to become global
citizens is an ambitious goal within the fourth industrial
revolution. It could be related to the further ambition that
students will understand and reconcile a set of complex
values and goals in order to compete globally [14].
Discussing the concept of global citizens is often
associated with an ideal cosmopolitan concept, as it is
assumed that the need for this concept stems from an
increasing level of global connectivity. It also involves the
exchange and integration of various beliefs, values, and
materials that lead to the development of all citizens on a
global scale [15]. Therefore, it is necessary to shape a
globally recognized identity adequately. Global citizens
are identified as individuals who have intellectual
development in their lives, together with an attitude of
openness, tolerance, respect, and responsibility towards
themselves, others, and the planet [16]. It means that

individuals can understand their positions not only as
citizens of a nation but also as global citizens in a
multicultural world. Hence, one of the essential
components of being a good global citizen is a willingness
to appreciate and respect others. They might understand
others across national borders and cultural differences,
despite it being difficult for people to show empathy for
others [17].
In Indonesia, preparing global citizens is close to the
aims of education as it could be assumed that Indonesia has
characteristics derived from the diversity of ethnicities,
cultures, and languages, namely local wisdom [18]. There
is a difference between local and global. For instance,
wisdom is a general term that reflects the conduct and
compassion. However, it is essential to note that not all of
the connotations are sectarian. Thus, it does not mean that
the practice of traditional activities, which contain local
wisdom cannot be global as it must be understood that local
wisdom has a broad meaning, which is not limited by space
and time[3]. The meaning of local wisdom does not have to
be a legacy from one generation to another as it might be
formed as something that has emerged from daily activities.
Local wisdom places more emphasis on the aspects of
locality and places that have thoughtful ideas and mindsets
[19]. Therefore, the values of local wisdom may represent
some characteristics of good global citizens and personal
qualities that are expected and accepted by the global
community.
Attention to Character Education is an important
implication in early childhood to make adults become
good and smart citizens in the future because in essence
good character is needed to lead ethical, productive, and
fulfilling lives [20]. Character education covers several
aspects, including social & emotional learning, moral
education, life skill training, community service, health
education, health prevention, violence prevention,
integrity instillation, rationality, and ethics development
[21,22]. The purpose of character education is to develop
children as people who are insightful, caring individuals
who prioritize justice, critical and intellectual thinking and
individuals who use their best capacity to do their best and
understand the purpose of life [23,24]. According to Bates
Character education, it contributes to each individual in
the "three Rs" of education - resilience, respect, and
responsibility [25].
Character education develops continuously in
accordance with the development of time periods, thoughts
and ideas. The concept raised by Cunningham states that
character is a lesson that must be taught at a formal and
non-formal level [26]. This includes character, moral or
behavioral values that are enforced in social life, this is
better known as social normative characters[27].
Normative characters include several aspects of personality,
such as optimistic attitude, honesty, simplicity, fairness,
and being able to manage emotions. Whereas the concept
that was theorized by Thomas Lickona(2005), that
character is a good behavior that is inherent in a person's
personality includes knowledge, social care, and behavior
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based on values and norms in the community[20,25,28].
Specifically on the concept of Character Education for
Early Childhood, moral development in children is in
accordance to their age level. Piaget revealed that moral
development in humans includes three processes, namely
(1) premoral, (2) moral realism, and (3) moral relativism
[29]. From this theory, it explains about early childhood
development, children are not yet familiar with the rules,
social morals, ethics, and decency[24,30]. Then in the next
stage, developing children to enter the level of adolescents
and adults who are more likely to know the rules, morals,
ethics, and immorality and can act according to rules in
society[26,31].
Several studies on local wisdom as the basis of character
education in the globalization era have been conducted [32].
Report that participation and support in Indigenous
communities could consistently be applied to build the
civic culture of a society. A study in Kasepuhan Ciptagelar
describes local wisdom as social solidarity, environmental
awareness, democracy, honesty, responsibility, and
creativity. Local wisdom is considered as a guide to
maintaining their survival in the globalized era [33]. A
study in Kalibiru, Lopati Yogyakarta, shows that local
wisdom prioritizes mutual cooperation among their
communities, combined with innovation and motivation to
develop a tourism village. As a result, these efforts have an
impact on the local economy [34]. The concept of local
wisdom in Indonesia means the diversity that exists in
society. It suggests that the values of local cultures need to
be maintained together with national and global cultures.
This maintenance is intended to encourage people to adopt
a global perspective without ignoring their ethnicity and
national identities [7,35]. However, there is a lack of
research that investigates the effect of local wisdom as a
character education pillar in a pedagogical context.
Accordingly, this study aims to investigate character
education by implementing local wisdom since early
childhood as cultivating character at an early age. It is
imperative because childhood is the right development
stage to experience maturation and interactive processes.
Scholars argue that childhood education would involve
development in the regularity of perception, motor,
cognitive, language, social, emotional, and self-control
skills [36]. So, how do young children in the Cireundeu
Indigenous community grow up to become smart, healthy
and productive global citizens?
Therefore, this study seeks to answer three questions:
1. How does the Sundanese local wisdom in Indonesia
build harmony with globalization?
2. How to implement character education in Indonesia
based on local wisdom in the globalized era?
3. Based on the Sundanese local wisdom, how does the
implementation of education at an early age prepare
young children to be global citizens?
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2. Research Method
In this study, the qualitative approach and
ethnographic method were employed to investigate and
understand the practices of the Cireundeu Indigenous
community in implementing character education at an
early age based on Sundanese local wisdom for the
preparedness of global citizens. The rationale stance to use
an ethnographic method has several advantages. For
instance, it provides a space for research on people, society,
and culture, not only documents and literature. It
emphasizes how to obtain empirical data based on the
community’s experience. Also, it focuses on observation as
a participant [37]. The researchers not only observed and
conducted interviews but also participated directly in the
daily lives of the Cireundeu community. By entering into
their community, the researchers can uncover and study
their lifestyle, logic rhythm, and socio-cultural
contradiction.
The study was conducted in the Cireundeu village,
particularly in the Indigenous community in the Cireundeu
village. Geographically, this area is located in the
Leuwigajah village, in the south of Cimahi City, West Java.
The Leuwigajah village has regional boundaries, including
an altitude of 700 meters above sea level with a
temperature of around 21 degrees Celsius up to 29 degrees
Celsius. The Leuwigajah Urban Area itself has a large area
of around 393,473 km2[38].
This study used purposive sampling, which is effective
in obtaining information from an expert who understands a
particular case [39]. Accordingly, the process in selecting
informants was based on several reasons, including; (1)
willingness to be informant; (2) a member of the
Indigenous people of Cireundeu; (3) stakeholders who had
lived in the Cireundeu village for more than ten years. As a
result, the number of informants was 18 informants (8
males and ten females), two heads of the kampong (local
village), ten residents, and six cultural stakeholders in
Cireundeu.
The collecting data technique was divided into three
phases, including observations, personal interviews, and
documents [40]. In the first phase, researchers came to the
Cireundeu village to directly observe and assess the
characteristics of the Indigenous people and the conditions
of the village. Researchers resided at an Indigenous home
to get a depth observation. In the second phase, researchers
conducted personal-directed interviews with informants
consisting of customary leaders, stakeholders, and several
Cireundeu Indigenous residents. The second phase aims to
gather information about early childhood education based
on Sundanese local wisdom. Researchers asked for
permission from each informant to be interviewed and
guaranteed that the informant's identity will be confidential.
The informants answer all questions following the
questionnaire protocol. The last phase was literature
studies, including photos, certificates, and the preliminary
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treatise. In this phase, researchers collected some photos
from the Cireundeu Indigenous community. They received
certificates of appreciation from the Indonesian
government, non-governmental organizations, and foreign
parties. The preliminary treatise on the formation of
Cireundeu's local wisdom was obtained because they
succeeded in educating people from an early age in
preserving local wisdom.
All data were analyzed using data coding methods [41].
The data analysis included creating content analysis tables,
identifying which code will be used, and re-arranging the
findings so that the data groups are following the categories
obtained. A referential qualitative researcher is trying to
understand what the data means from the beginning of the
research period. The data is being collected at each stage of
the process [42].

3. Results and Discussion
Description of Sundanese Local Wisdom that Can
Harmonize with Globalization

local belief system (SundaWiwitan), and an open mindset
of the Indigenous people. Whereas "MibapaKaZaman"
means Indigenous people can still accept the positive
effects of globalization to continue to develop themselves.
This principle illustrates that Sundanese local wisdom
there is not isolated by globalization as they think
accepting globalization will advance their lives. In line
with Potrafkethat globalization has a beneficial effect;
evidence empirically shows that social globalization also
promotes human development, gender equality, and
tolerance of different human lifestyles [43]. One
respondent showed a positive attitude by looking at the
impact of globalization. He said,
"We, as Indigenous people, are still preserving
customs, local culture, and beliefs that are loaded with
local wisdom. They are forms of local wisdom that
our ancestors championed in defending our group
from all the challenges of life going forward. As our
staple food is cassava, which is different from rice, the
staple food of Indonesia in general. It is a history of
past struggle in anticipating food limitations and
fostering independence. However, besides the typical
and strong form of local wisdom of the Indigenous
people there, we also do not disregard foreign
influences that improve the quality of our lives. It is
different from other Indigenous people, who do not
want to be touched by modern life.”

The effects of globalization need a wise response. For
example, Indonesia, which has a variety of cultures and
local customs, should retain its identity regardless of the
accelerating globalization.In order to do the responsibility,
people should be harmony between local and global
Other respondents who showed a positive attitude that
wisdom, which can be seen in the response from the local wisdom could integrate harmony with globalization.
Sundanese ethnic group represented by the Indigenous He said,
people of Cireundeu in dealing with globalization. They
“The Cireundeu community is open to foreign
are trying to preserve their local wisdom and, at the same
influences and globalization, such as using internet
time, trying not to be isolated from globalization. Therefore,
communication tools, using modern vehicles, and
most of the Indigenous people there respond to the
wearing clothes. Following the development of
development of globalization openly and accept foreign
education and there are even members of the
influences that can help them further develop. However,
Cireundeu community who have taken tertiary
there is a small portion of them that are still untouched by
education and other means of education. I consider the
modern life. Lastly, some of them give mediocre responses
values of local wisdom in Cireundeu to compensate
to globalization. The data is presented in Table 1 below.
for the technological progress or influence of
globalization, with some attitudes such as holding the
Table 1. Perception of the Indigenous People Responding to
Globalization
value of honesty consistently in acting in the global
era and giving freedom to every Cireundeu
Number of
No.
Attitude
Respondents
Indigenous community to accept and use foreign
influences responsibly. The response of the Cireundeu
1
Positive
36
community is based on the mandate of the Cireundeu
2
Negative
5
Indigenous people’s ancestors who must continue to
3
Neutral/Balanced
9
develop themselves for prosperity while maintaining a
Total
50
sustainable local culture”.
The Indigenous people in Cireundeu share the same
characteristics as other Indigenous people in Indonesia
who uphold the practices of traditional activities that are
distinctive and passed on from one generation to another.
The uniqueness seen from the Indigenous people there
includes an independent food fulfillment system (their
staple food differs from Indonesian society in general), a

Conversely, some respondents have a negative view of
globalization, which is shown by the negative impact of
globalization on the existence of local wisdom, including
the emergence of Western lifestyle behavior, loss of
identity, rejection of the culture itself, moral degradation,
and diminished sense of nationalism. It is a challenge for
the Indigenous people of Cireundeu not to accept
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globalization to preserve their local wisdom and protect the
next generation. In contrast to [44], where the relationship
between globalization and localization in education is
dynamic and interactive, globalization that is localized by
values in education can create more value; local
development can be induced in the processof cultural and
operational change. The following shows the Indigenous
Cireundeu people’s negative view of globalization. One
informant said:
"The Indonesian people currently lack a strong
national identity as most of us prioritize personal
interests for profit, and high primordialism, we only
care about ourselves and are easily influenced by
foreign cultures that enter our country. These negative
things can lead to the degradation of Indigenous
culture and local wisdom in Indonesia due to the
impact of globalization, which makes them love
foreign cultures, such as Korean, Japanese and
Western cultures more than their own.”
Not all Indigenous Cireundeu communities can accept
globalization as a small number of them consider
globalization as a threat to the unity of community groups
and the preservation of Sundanese local wisdom. Some
respondents do not respond positively or negatively, so
they tend to have a neutral attitude. The following is an
illustration of a neutral response to globalization from the
Indigenous Sundanese people in Indonesia. One of them
said:
"Nowadays, globalization has entered into all forms
of public life throughout the world. Indonesian society
is no exception as change continues to occur in all
aspects of people's lives, such as in information
technology (IT), economic affairs, social programs,
etc. This change is natural, and people all over the
world are inevitably affected by it. The impact of
globalization is not only harmful, but it can also have
a positive impact on people's lives if responded to
wisely ".
Based on the description above about the description of
the Indonesian people’s response who still uphold local
wisdom, we calcify the character of the Cireundeu
Indigenous people into several traits such as a) having a
democratic spirit; b) having a spirit of independence’ c)
having a high level of solidarity (Collectiveness); d)
upholding honesty values (Integrity); e) having
self-appreciation; f) acting responsibly, and; g) being
Consistent and Creative.
According to the description above, about Sundanese
local wisdom, harmony can develop with globalization.
This study classifies the Sundanese Indigenous people
concerning some characteristics of local wisdom:
Upholding respect (respecting one another, not only for
Indigenous people), showing independence (not too
dependent on others), showing high solidarity ( having a
strong sense of kinship), standing strong (having strong
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principles), being open (accepting new things positively),
having integrity (maintaining consistency between words
and deeds) and encouraging participation (providing
mutual cooperation in all development). The description of
the people’s characteristics still upholds local wisdom in
responding to globalization, namely social solidarity,
environmental awareness, honesty, democracy, creativity,
and responsibility [33]. Meanwhile, it seems that the
positive attitude of accepting globalization that integrates
harmony with Sundanese local wisdom was discovered.
Indigenous people in Cireundeu would continue to
preserve local wisdom, such as upholding the basic
principles of food security in consuming cassava staples
(constellations), adhering to the SundaWiwitan beliefs, and
enforcing Sundanese customs, but it does not reject the
progress of globalization [45].
Sundanese local wisdom for the Cireundeu Indigenous
people runs in harmony with global wisdom in a
sustainable manner[32]as they do not have problems with
globalization or modern life. This is different from other
traditional communities or villages that are still isolated
from modern life. It should be noted that globalization
provides many benefits in life today, especially responding
to the fourth industrial revolution. There are some positive
effects of globalization, which are reducing unemployment
and having positive economic growth because
globalization provides a road map for trade between
countries [46]. Likewise, accepting globalization has a
positive impact on the quality of better education by
sharing knowledge between countries, especially in the
field of Information and Communication Technology
(ICT), because the progress of ICT enables the learning
process to be more effective and efficient in producing
advancing
education
outcomes
to
national
development[47].
Description of Character Education in Indonesia Based
on Sundanese Local Wisdom
This research shows that Indigenous Cireundeu people
who uphold the values of local wisdom can shape their
character as citizens. Table 2 indicates that almost 100% of
respondents have good character, although around 4% of
respondents still do not have the desired character.
Furthermore, the Indigenous people there always behave
well and morally because they are fearful whenever they
make mistakes or sins. These Cireundeu ancestral
traditions manage to instill a mindset in the community
sustainably, with full awareness and without coercion.
Table 2. The Implementation of Character Education Based on Local
Wisdom
No.

Description

Total

`Percentage

1

Good

48

96%

2

Bad

2

4%

Total

50

100%
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The following is a note about the character education of
the Indigenous people in Cireundeu, based on the values of
their local wisdom. One informant said:
“The life practices of the Cireundeu Indigenous
people have a view on the wise concepts or ideas
created by traditional Cireundeu ancestors. They
educate the next generation by instilling godly values,
being kind, respecting each other, actively
contributing to the common interest, caring for the
natural environment, which must be safeguarded,
being independent, and being responsible for all
decisions and actions are taken. As for their method of
educating the next generation, the character of
children in a way to tell the history of ancestors
sustainably about the struggle of ancestors in the
Cireundeu
Indigenous
community
to
live
independently and prosperously. They also educate
children not only with words but by showing
examples of good behavior to children as a role model.
With this method, it is successful in forming the
character of children without coercion or pressure, but
the awareness of the children themselves because of
shame if the parents show good character while the
child is not like the character of his/her parents”.
On the other hand, there are a few Indigenous Cireundeu
people who lack good character, according to values. One
informant said:
“Cireundeu is inhabited by Indigenous and
non-Indigenous communities. This condition allows
some members of the community to show weakness in
self-control because of the negative influence of a
culture that does not hold Cireundeu's local wisdom.
For example, the appearance of individualistic traits,
lack of mutual respect, weak morals, and weakened
confidence in their beliefs. This is because one of the
principles of the Cireundeu Indigenous people is that
it allows marriage to individuals who are not
Indigenous. In addition, Indigenous people can live
together in a complex with communities that are not
Indigenous to Cireundeu, so at least influences from
outside of Cireundeu can form characters that are
incompatible with the Pancasila (the five principles)”.
This study identifies that character education has been
successfully implemented through Cireundeu's local
wisdom values, with only a small amount of shortcomings
in character education due to adverse external influences.
In essence, local wisdom makes sense and is wise. In
Indonesia, it appears that local wisdom has a positive
meaning and is manifested as a strategy, mindset, or series
of abstract and concrete ideas to build a better image of
local knowledge that is not always interpreted positively
[19]. Likewise, in the Cireundeu community, many have
positive values from their local wisdom that can be
interpreted as character education. AsMurray said,

someone who has a character is someone who has specific
and unique traits, but that character can be good, bad, or
neutral depending on one's behavior or personality[48].
The values of Cireundeu's local wisdom used as
character education include having a sense of social
responsibility, actively participating in shared interests,
and showing tolerance, independence, and mutual respect.
The values of participation and mutual cooperation are the
values of local wisdom internalized in character education.
As well, the uniqueness of the Indigenous Cireundeu
people is seen as having tourism potential for both
domestic and foreign tourists. Based on observations, the
local wisdom of the Indigenous people there also indirectly
shapes creative and innovative character in managing the
local environment as a tourist spot. According to Vitasurya,
local wisdom was the foundation of sustainable
development in rural tourism with community participation
and involvement, including developing skills to make
home industries to improve the economy of the local
community[34]. In the process of realizing character
education based on local wisdom, local wisdom makes it
possible to continue lifelong character learning in the
community, not only to reinforce the economic status of the
community based on self-sufficiency but also to strengthen
moral values and local culture in the community [49].
The Implementation of Early Age Education Based on
Sundanese Local Wisdom in Preparing Global Citizens
Some research and facts reveal that character education
starting from early education can have a positive impact on
academic achievement [12] as well as on the development
of each individual as a global citizen. Global citizen means
tolerance, respect, openness and responsibility for self,
others, and the planet. Becoming a global citizen is a
complex process in which an individual is influenced by
interacting variables such as participation, responsibility,
and awareness, as well as most importantly, an individual
should have metacognitive capacities that underpin a
global mindset [50]. Furthermore, this study found that
there are several types of local wisdom in the Indigenous
Cireundeu community that can be used as early childhood
character education to prepare global citizens. Early
childhood education is imperative because this education
can develop metacognitive skills, especially on IQ, school
readiness, and social and emotional skills [50]. According
to Ferdiawan, early childhood education can be a good or
bad factor in the quality of one's personality, and a
balanced pattern is needed between education, emotions,
spirituality, and intellectual personality in improving the
quality of children and the need to instill local wisdom
values based on education [51]. Based on that description,
the influence of Cireundeu's local wisdom on the quality of
early character education to prepare global citizens is
shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. The Influence of Cireundeu's Local Wisdom on the Quality of Early Age Character Education to Become a Global Citizen
No.

Type of Local Sundanese Wisdom

Quality of Early Age Education

Description

1.

The Principle of
towards Globalisation

Intellectual Intelligence

The Indigenous people of Cireundeu teach critical
thinking to control the effects of globalization

2

Community Service

Emotional Intelligence

The Indigenous community there teaches
collaboration and cooperation in the common
interest with a family spirit

3

Upholds the History of Ancestral
Struggle

The attitude of sympathy and empathy

The Indigenous people there teach the attitudes that
have human and social values

4

Food Self-Sufficiency

Creativity and Innovation

The Indigenous people there teach the stimulation of
new ideas and independence

5.

Local Beliefs

Spiritual Intelligence

The Indigenous people there teach morality by
instilling local beliefs to maintain good relations
between people and nature

Openness

Based on Table 3, the components of early childhood
education that aim to develop the personality and character
of children in preparing them to become global citizens
through the values of Sundanese local wisdom in
Cireundeu. Firstly, local wisdom is demonstrated through
the principle of the Cireundeu Indigenous people, can
develop intellectual intelligence as their early childhood
education so that children can have the ability to think
critically, rationally, open-mindedness, responsibly and
being tolerant to accept differences in Indonesia and the
world, in which attitudes and capabilities like this are
needed in preparing global citizens. Global competence,
stated by Brigham, was defined as having an open mind
while actively seeking to understand cultural norms and
expectations of others, plus leveraging this gained
knowledge to interact, communicate and work effectively
outside of one’s own environment [52]. Global competence
is intelligence intellectuals who meet the components
contained such as knowledge, skills, and behavior in the
formation of global citizens. Secondly, Cireundeu's next
local wisdom, shown by having a mindset of mutual
cooperation for the common interest in Cireundeu,
collaboration with a spirit of high solidarity, actively
participating in activities in Cireundeu and social
awareness applied in daily life to interact with the
Indigenous community and non-ethnic communities. This
local wisdom develops emotional intelligence as early
childhood education, in line with the preparation of good
global citizens. In accordance to the attitudes of global
citizens come from the values of responsibility for global
citizenship, serving the community in the sense of
prioritizing the common interests of individuals, just as
what is stated by the attitudes of global citizens who fulfill
the values of the global responsibility civil service, in the
sense of prioritizing shared interests over individual
interests, and a shared sense of belonging to a universal
society across national borders [53].
Thirdly, the skill to communicate the history of the

Indigenous Cireundeu people’s ancestors’ struggle from
generation to generation, to uphold the history of their past
struggle along with the sustainability, starting from the
history of the Dutch colonial era, at that time, rice was
limited, and then the Cireundeu Indigenous people were hit
by a drought. It was a concern for the Cireundeuadat
holders at the time who demanded that the Cireundeu
Indigenous people be free from poverty[54]statesthat
during the Dutch colonial era, most rice fields planted
suddenly became dry, while the supply of rice from the
Dutch government at the time was not enough to meet the
needs of the community. It was during these difficult times
that the people of the Cireundeu Village began to think
hard about overcoming this problem so that their children
would not experience the difficulty in accessing food that
consisted of their staple foods. Also, the ancestors of the
Indigenous people in Cireundeu had predicted that the
supply of rice would decrease inversely with an increased
demand for rice in the future. Therefore, to anticipate the
fact that the next generation would rely on rice as their
staple food, the ancestors started not to eat rice and find a
suitable substitute for it[54]. Thus, local wisdom upholds
the history of the past struggle in Cireundeu as it develops
an attitude of sympathy and empathy which global citizens
need to have today. A global citizen is a person who thinks
globally has a humanitarian and social concern in a global
society[55].
Fourthly, the most common and well-known wisdom in
Indigenous communities in Cireundeu is to change the
staple food from the rice to cassava rice so that every day
their staple food is a constellation (cassava rice). In
addition, their creativity can be seen in processing food
based on cassava plants for their economic resources, so
that they indirectly teach the values of independence,
creativity, and innovation to their children as early
childhood education in preparing creative and innovative
global citizens. Saliceti argues that one of the competencies
of today's global citizens is to own the quality or ability to
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create [56]. The ability to create new ideas and to have an
originality that is to encourage children to have mental
global competitiveness .Fifthly, the next local wisdom is
the flow of belief in the Cireundeu Indigenous community,
namely Sunda Wiwitan, one of the Sundanese streams of
belief in West Java, which draws people closer to the
universe by teaching values, norms, and morals in
Sundanese society. Local wisdom has the potential to grow
spiritual intelligence in the formation of character to
prepare citizens who have a good and intelligent attitude.
As stated by Street, spiritual education helps children
develop the skills and attitudes needed to become
productive global citizens who respect diverse world views,
find peaceful solutions, and show empathy for people from
different cultures [11]. Respecting different points of view
is very important in creating a type of society where there is
an act of mutual respect and openness.
Recently, the importance of education to develop smart
global citizens and characters following the national
identity cannot be underestimated. As diversity in society
is recognized, and local cultural values are included in the
dynamics of national and global culture, the intention is to
preserve local culture to make each individual adopt a
global perspective without ignoring their local or national
ethnic identity [7,15]. Some local Sundanese wisdom
reflects early childhood education as shown in table 3. The
local wisdom principle of the Indigenous Cireundeu people
adopts a cosmopolitan way of thinking from an early age
by not ignoring the local culture as global citizenship
education in their communities. The cosmopolitan
approach is global citizenship as the basis of education [14].
Other local wisdom of Cireundeu that has been applied
from an early age includes the values and attitudes of
global education. The intended global education promotes
the values of tolerance and equality, the teaching of the
relationship between peace, cultural diversity, human
rights and environmental sustainability, along with
acceptance and empathy of other cultures [57].

4. Conclusions
The dynamics of globalization in the era of the
ever-accelerating Industrial Revolution 4.0 make it a
necessity for all people in the world to follow its
development. The challenge is that some developing
countries are not ready to produce citizens with the same
competencies as global citizens. In Indonesia, the variety of
different ethnicities, cultures, religions, beliefs, languages,
and differences in socio-economic backgrounds is an
obstacle in preparing global citizens. The implementation
of character education based on local wisdom since early
childhood in a multicultural country like Indonesia is
believed to be a way to increase the competence of its
people to become global citizens. This study has brought
local Sundanese wisdom to a global level through the

implications of early childhood character education
implemented sustainably by the Indigenous communities
of Cireundeu. In addition, local Sundanese wisdom has an
impact on intellectual, emotional, and spiritual intelligence
and it can be useful for developing personal skills and
abilities. Furthermore, commitment, synergy, and integrity
are needed to develop multicultural societies as a means of
increasing understanding and harmonization of local and
global cultures. Through cross-cultural understanding
applied from an early age, each individual is allowed to
grow and develop into a global citizen who is intelligent,
has character, and could engage in global issues.
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