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Abstract  Purpose: Affective aspect is one of the 
aspects that is very calculated at this time. Therefore, this 
study aims to see whether there is a relationship between 
attitude and independence and self-confidence of students 
in the thematic learning of students in primary schools. 
Method: This type of research is associative quantitative 
research with correlational design. Where the total number 
of samples from this study was 130 students with details 
of 60 male students and 70 female students taken based on 
purposive sampling techniques. The data were then 
analyzed with the help of the SPSS 21 application to look 
for descriptive statistics in the form of mean, min, and 
max as well as the relationship between attitudes and 
interests. Findings: From the results of the analysis that 
has been done, it is found that there is an attitude with 
independence and good student confidence shown by the 
dominance of the good category and strengthened by the 
existence of a relationship between students' attitudes and 
independence in thematic learning and students' attitudes 
and confidence in thematic learning. 
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1. Introduction
One of the standards of education is the affective aspect, 

therefore the development of the affective aspect is needed 
because if it has good affective aspects, cognitive and 
psychomotor will also be good [1]; [2]. One of the basic 
education in Indonesia is elementary/MI equivalent of six 
years, which is the foundation or foundation of education. 
If a child receives an education service in primary school 
properly and correctly, the students will have a greater 
chance of success at the next level of education. [3] Said 
that children who are in the early grades of primary school 
are children who are in the early age range. This early age 

period is a short period but is a very important period of 
one's life. Therefore, at this time all the potential possessed 
by children needs to be encouraged so that it will develop 
optimally [4]; [5]; [6]. In elementary schools, there is 
thematic learning, thematic learning integrated learning 
that uses themes as a unifying learning activity that 
combines several subjects at once in one face-to-face 
meeting, to provide meaningful experiences for students 
[7]. [8] Thematic learning places more emphasis on the 
active involvement of students in the learning process so 
that they can gain hands-on experience and the child is 
trained to be able to discover a variety of knowledge 
learned, according to Law No. 20 of 2003 in current 
education, not only in terms of cognitive but also in terms 
of affective (attitude). 

Attitudes related to the management of emotions that 
occur during the learning process and play an important 
role in directing human behavior [9]; [10]. Attitude 
assessment is assessed indirectly and continuously on all 
subjects based on positive and negative attitudes during 
school entry and exit from learning, using observation 
sheets or questionnaires [11]; [12]. The attitude that 
students have can also affect the independence and 
confidence of students. 

Confidence is priceless. By having confidence, a person 
can do anything with the belief that it will succeed, if it fails, 
one does not necessarily despair, but still has the 
enthusiasm, remains realistic, and then firmly tries again 
[13]. As stated by Hakim [14], which is the confidence of 
each person is one of the souls that determines the success 
or failure of the person in achieving various goals in life. 
With a lack of confidence, a sense of inferiority will 
overwhelm someone in his life, and he will grow into a 
pessimistic person. As stated by [15] that without the 
confidence that is firmly planted in the soul of the child 
(students), pessimism and low self-esteem will be able to 
master it easily. One aspect of counseling or student that 
needs to be considered is self-confidence, which is one of 
the assets in life that must be grown on each student so that 
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one day they can become human beings who are able to 
control various aspects of themselves, with the ability these 
students will be clearer in setting clear personal goals and 
objectives, then they will be better able to direct behavior 
towards success. As stated by Abdul Mu’in [16] that 
self-confidence is a condition in a person that contains the 
strengths, abilities, and skills possessed by a person and 
will create student independence. 

Learning independence is an active learning activity, 
which is driven by the intention or motive to master 
competency in order to overcome a problem, and is built on 
the knowledge or competency that is possessed [17]; [18]. 
Determination of competence as a learning goal, and how 
to achieve it - both the determination of study time, place of 
learning, the rhythm of learning, the tempo of learning, 
ways of learning, and evaluation of learning-are carried out 
by students themselves. According [19]; [20] states the 
independence of students in learning is an attitude that 
leads to awareness to learn on their own without help from 
others with all the decisions, considerations related to 
learning activities so that students can be fully responsible 
for the learning process. 

Students who have the independence of learning can be 
seen from several characteristics that look like behavior or 
skills or that do not look like thinking patterns and 
cognitive abilities. According to [21] Independence is 
usually characterized by several characteristics, including 
the ability to determine one's own destiny, creativity and 
initiative, regulate behavior, be responsible, be able to 
restrain, make their own decisions, and be able to 
overcome problems without the influence of others. 
Learning independence is very important for students in an 
effort to minimize the phenomena of learning that are less 
independent, such as: not comfortable studying long in 
class or studying only before the exam, ditching, cheating, 
passive in the classroom. In addition, efforts to keep 
students away from the complexity of problems in the 
community that can directly or indirectly affect the student 
learning independence [22]. 

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to look at the 
relationship between students 'attitudes towards students' 
independence and self-confidence. 

2. Materials and Methods 
Quantitative research methods with correlational 

research designs, associative quantitative research are the 
relationship between two or more variables [23]. Because 
research is associative research, researchers take 
correlational research designs. According to [24] 
"Correlation Design in quantitative research is used to 
measure the level of association (relationship) between two 

variables using statistical analysis of correlation 
procedures". 

The sample of students from elementary schools in 
Batanghari District obtained 130 students with the details 
of 60 male students and 70 female students using purposive 
sampling. Purposive sampling is a sampling technique 
based on researchers' criteria [23]. In this study, the criteria 
used include schools that have been accredited A and 
students who learn thematically, they are grade 4, grade 5, 
and grade 6. In this study, this study used three 
questionnaire instruments, attitude questionnaires adopted 
and adapted from [25] has 36 valid statements with a 
reliability of 0.72, the confidence questionnaire was 
adapted from [13] with 24 valid statements, and the 
independence questionnaire was adapted from [26] with 21 
valid statements. The type of data in this study uses ordinal 
data. The questionnaire uses a Likert scale of 5 (five) for 
positive statements Strongly Disagree has a score of 1, 
Disagrees has a score of 2, Natural has a score of 3, Agrees 
to have a score of 4 and Strongly Agrees 5. For negative 
statements Strongly Disagrees has a score of 5, Disagree 
has a score of 4, Natural has a score of 3 Agree has a score 
of 2 and Strongly Agree has a score of 1. 

Data used by the SPSS program to look for descriptive 
and inferential statistics. For example, shape, median, 
minimum, maximum and standard deviation [27]. 
Statistical conclusions can be drawn from mathematical 
procedures for using probabilities and information about 
samples to draw conclusions about the populations from 
which samples might be taken [23]. In this study, there are 
prerequisite tests and hypothesis tests, and product 
hypothesis testing using product-moment correlation 
hypotheses. 

Below is a category of attitudes, independence and 
self-confidence in the questionnaire in thematic learning, 
including very good, good, enough, not good, and not very 
good, as in table 1 below: 

Table 1.  Categories of students' attitudes, independence, and confidence 
in thematic learning 

Category 
Interval 

Attitude Independence Self-confidence 
Very Not 

Good 36.0 – 64.8 24.0 – 43.2 21.0 – 37.8 

Not Good 64.9 – 93.6 43.3 – 62.4 37.9 – 54.6 

Enough 93.7 – 122.4 62.5 – 81.6 54.7 – 71.4 

Good 122.5 – 151.2 81.7 – 100.8 71.5 – 88.2 

Very Good 151.3 – 180.0 100.9 – 120.0 88.3 – 105.0 

In this study the data collection procedure can be seen in 
Figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1.  Data Collection 

During data collection, the first activity that must be done is to select students based on the categories provided by the 
researcher, then give a questionnaire of attitude, independence and confidence to students, the questionnaire is then 
processed using SPSS 21 application data to see descriptive statistics, in the form of, the mean, min, max, percentage and 
category of students and to see whether there is a relationship between the three variables 

3. Results 
Research findings are explained in this section. The Category, Mean, Min, Max, and Percentage results and 

correlated the three variables are presented as follows. 

Table 2.  Attitudes of students in Batanghari elementary school 

Classification 
Mean Min Max % 

Range Attitude Total 

36.0 – 64.8 Not very good 0 

135 94 171 

0.0 

64.9 – 93.6 Not good 0 0.0 

93.7 – 122.4 Enough 25 19.2 

122.5 – 151.2 Good 76 58.5 

151.3 – 180.0 Very good 29 22.3 

TOTAL  130    100 

From table 2, which came from 130 respondents from elementary school students in Batanghari, after being processed 
and the results obtained using the SPSS 21 application program, it was found that students' attitudes in the thematic had a 
good category of 58.5% to 76 students from 130 total students, enough at 19.2% for a total of 25 students out of 130 total 
students, very good 22.3% for 29 students out of 130 total students. Of the 130 students having a Mean value of 135, a 
Maximum Value of 171, and a Minimum Value of 94. 

Table 3.  Independence of students in the Batanghari elementary school 

Classification 
Mean Min Max % 

Range Independence Total 

24.0 – 43.2 Not very good 0 

92 45 117 

0.0 

43.3 – 62.4 Not good 0 0.0 

62.5 – 81.6 Enough 27 21.1 

81.7 – 100.8 Good 70 54.1 

100.9 – 120.0 Very good 32 24.8 

TOTAL  130    100 

From table 3, which came from 130 respondents from elementary school students in Batanghari, after being processed 
and the results obtained using the SPSS 21 application program, it was found that the students' wellness in thematic had a 
good category of 54.1% for 70 students from 130 total students, enough at 21.1% for a total of 27 students out of 130 total 
students, very good 24.8% for 32 students out of 130 total students. Of the 130 students having a Mean value of 92, a 
Maximum Value of 117, and a Minimum Grade of 45. 
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Table 4.  Student confidence in Batanghari elementary school 

Classification 
Mean Min Max % 

Range Attitude Total 

21.0 – 37.8 Not very good 0 

76 55 103 

0.0 

37.9 – 54.6 Not good 0 0.0 

54.7 – 71.4 Enough 21 16.2 

71.5 – 88.2 Good 74 56.9 

88.3 – 105.0 Very good 35 26.9 

TOTAL  130    100 

Table 5.  Relationship of attitude, independence, and confidence in elementary school students in Batanghari 

 Attitude Self-Regulated Self-confidence 

Attitude 

Pearson Correlation 1 .718** .710** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .024 .028 

N 130 130 130 

Self-Regulated 

Pearson Correlation .718** 1 .737** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .024  .030 

N 130 130 130 

Self-confidence 

Pearson Correlation .710** .737** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .028 .030  

N 130 130 130 

 

From table 4, which came from 130 respondents from 
elementary school students in Batanghari, after being 
processed and the results obtained using the SPSS 21 
application program, it was found that the students' 
well-being in thematic categories was good at 56.9% for 74 
students from 130 total students, enough at 16.2% for a 
total of 21 students out of 130 total students, very good 
26.9% for 35 students out of 130 total students. Of the 130 
students having a Mean value of 76, Maximum Value of 
103, and Minimum Value of 55. 

From table 5 we can see that the sig value is 0.024 
smaller than 0.05, it can be concluded that there is a 
relationship between independence and student attitudes in 
elementary schools in Batanghari with r-values of 0.518 
and positive. If the sig value <0.05 then there is a 
relationship [28]. It can be seen that the sig value is 0.028 
less than 0.05, so it can be concluded that there is a 
relationship between students' attitudes and 
self-confidence in elementary schools in Batanghari. If the 
sig value <0.05 then there is a relationship [28]. 

4. Discussion 
Based on the results obtained, it shows that more than 

half of respondents gave or showed a positive attitude in 
thematic learning. That is, if students show a positive 
attitude response it will improve learning outcomes better 
than other students. The low attitude in student learning can 
be overcome by including entertainment elements in the 

developed multimedia [29]; [30]. The attitude of students 
in learning cultural values is based on students' feelings or 
interests in learning, the learning [31]; [32]. In addition to 
feeling happy students can also emulate a cultural expert 
who is very expert in culture and find new things. Instead 
of assuming that culture is bad, dull, even there is no time 
for his family [33]; [34]. In addition, if students behave 
negatively toward cultural values, then these students have 
no interest in learning cultural values. Positive attitudes 
and interests in the subject of cultural values will lead to the 
future career of the student which will increase [35]; [36]. 
One that affects students in learning values is the lack of 
interest from students themselves. Therefore, to improve 
students in learning cultural values can use inquiry-based 
learning [37]; [38]; [39]. 

Learning independence in school is seen when students 
can express their opinions spontaneously when discussing 
in class and answering questions given by the teacher. This 
is in line with the opinion of [40], which states that student 
activity can be seen in their daily activities, for example he 
often read textbooks, seriously listens to teacher's 
information, often asks teachers, is active in class 
discussions, diligently practices in mastering skills and etc. 
The activity to look for references or learning resources 
that are less dominant due to the lack of internet access that 
is difficult to reach by students in the Batanghari 
sub-district and the only source of learning that is easily 
obtained is available books. This is in line with the opinion 
[41] that the independence of learning is a learning process 
where each individual can take the initiative, with or 
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without the help of others, in terms of determining learning 
activities such as formulating learning goals, learning 
resources (either in the form of people or materials), 
diagnose learning needs and control the learning process 
yourself. In line with the opinion [26]; [42] students who 
have high learning independence will try to complete all 
the exercises or assignments given by the teacher with their 
own abilities. If students get into trouble then the student 
will ask questions or discuss with friends, teachers or other 
parties who are more competent in overcoming these 
difficulties. 

One aspect of personality that shows quality human 
resources is one's level of self-confidence. Self-confidence 
has an important function to actualize one's potential. 
Many problems arise because a person lacks 
self-confidence, for example, a student who cheats on an 
exam is one example that the student does not believe in his 
own abilities, he relies more on others. This illustrates the 
unpreparedness especially of students in facing exams. 
Besides the low self-esteem that students have, encourages 
students to commit fraud in working on exam questions 
[43]. This is done because of the feelings of stress and 
anxiety experienced by students for fear of failing and not 
passing the national exam that has very strict assessment 
standards. A student who has confidence will try hard in 
conducting learning activities. Someone who has high 
confidence has a sense of optimism in achieving something 
as expected [44]. Conversely, someone who lacks 
confidence believes that he lacks the ability. Negative 
assessment of its ability can hamper efforts to be made to 
achieve the objectives to be achieved. These negative 
views and judgments cause students not to do any activities 
with all the capabilities they have [45]. Even though, it 
might actually have the ability. 

From the results of the study in table 6 of the relationship 
between attitude and independence and self-confidence of 
students, it means that when students 'self-confidence and 
independence increase, students' attitudes toward thematic 
also increase. Students are more confident and independent 
when studying thematic. This causes the attitude towards 
learning is increasing [46]. From table 6 we can see that 
there is a strong relationship between attitude with student 
self-confidence, attitude with student independence and 
self-confidence in student independence, it does not rule 
out children who have good attitude lacking 
self-confidence or self-regulated. As a student in class has a 
good attitude in class, but when told to go forward to the 
class to answer the questions given, the student is not 
confident with himself and instead asks his friend to help 
answer the questions given. 

5. Conclusions 
Attitude is an important aspect of life in addition to 

cognitive and psychomotor, especially in education, by 

having a positive attitude, it will make someone better. 
This can be seen from the results of good categorized 
attitudes that will make students independent and 
confident in learning have good categories as well. Plus 
when an individual also has independence and good 
self-confidence in learning it will be able to influence the 
attitude of a person, this can be seen from the results of 
research that independence and attitude have a 
relationship of 0.718 and have a positive value and 
confidence and attitude to have a relationship amounted to 
0.710 and has a positive relationship, which means that if 
the independence and confidence of students is good then 
the attitude of someone is good. 
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